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Instream habitat improvement project,  
Upper Green River Subwatershed

Upper Green River

Featured Project: 
Upper Green River 
Subwatershed 
Fish Passage to and from 
the Upper Green River

The Upper Green River 
Subwatershed contains 
the headwaters of the 
Green River and was once a 
historically significant source 
of spawning and rearing 
habitat for Chinook salmon 
in WRIA 9. Over 45% of 
the watershed is currently 
blocked from fish passage 
from the Upper Green River 
by the Tacoma Headworks 
diversion dam and the How-
ard Hanson Dam. This block-
age is one of the weakest 
links to Chinook recovery in 
WRIA 9. Completion of this 
project should dramatically 
increase the spatial structure 
and genetic diversity of the 
Green River Chinook popula-
tion. Project details include: 

• Construction of the 
upstream fish passage 
facility by TPU was 
completed in 2005.

• A downstream fish 
passage facility (FPF), to 
be built by the ACOE, is in 
planning and design. 

• ACOE is conducting a 
study on a downstream fish 
passage facility in 2012, with 
construction anticipated   
in 2017.

• Approximately $80 million has 
been spent on the FPF from 
the original authorization with 
approximately $30 million left 
for FPF construction.

Additional efforts by the ACOE 
and TPU are focused on im-
plementing instream habitat 
improvements to include culvert 
removal/replacement projects, 
large woody debris placement, 
and revegetation. 

Figure 8 shows the active and 
completed projects undertaken 
by ACOE and TPU in the Upper 
Green River Subwatershed.
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Figure 8: Upper Green River Subwatershed
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Howard Hanson Dam and Reservoir 




