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Green River Gorge,  
Middle Green River

Pautzke Levee Removal, location 1,
August 2010  (before)

Pautzke Levee Removal, location 1,
July 2011  (after)

Pautzke Levee Removal, location 2,
August 2009  (before)

Pautzke Levee Removal, location 2
July 2011  (after)

Featured 
Project: Middle 
Green River 
Subwatershed 
Pautzke Levee Removal 
and Restoration

The Middle Green River 
provides some of the best 
remaining salmon habitat 
in the watershed; the ma-
jority of existing Chinook 
spawning in WRIA 9 occurs 
in this subwatershed.

The Pautzke Project com-
prised removal of 1,800 feet 
of levee and subsequent 
restoration activities. Com-
pleted in 2011, this project 
provides habitat benefits 
through: 

• Promoting channel 
meander;

• Creating slow-water 
habitats; 

• Allowing river migration 
on 21 acres of floodplain 
previously disconnected 
from the river; and 

• Providing on-site delivery 
of large wood to promote 
channel branching, scour 
and dam pools, and 
depositional features.

The Salmon Recovery Funding 
Board’s 2008 funding report 
identified the Pautzke proj-
ect as one of 11 projects, of 131 
statewide, as “noteworthy” and 
recognizes the project as one of 
four that stood out statewide as 
a “wow” project.

The Pautzke Project was com-
pleted through partnerships with 
WRIA 9, SRFB, PSAR, KCD, and 
King County.

Figure 7 shows the active and 
completed projects, undertaken 
since Habitat Plan adoption, 
in the Middle Green River 
Subwatershed.
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