
WRIA 9 partnered with the City of Seattle, the Seattle 
Art Museum, King Conservation District, and 
University of Washington to create and monitor an 
enhanced habitat zone for juvenile salmon while 
improving access between the Olympic Sculpture Park 
and the water’s edge.

• The seawall was left intact, with large rocks added to 
shore up the structure and to create a habitat bench 
below the tide mark for kelp and other vegetation to 
grow and attract insects for fish.   

• A pocket beach was excavated north of the seawall 
to provide shallow water habitat for juvenile salmon; 
trees, shrubs and wood were placed on the beach to 
further improve habitat. The pocket beach also 
created a location for park visitors to access Elliott 
Bay, unique along the Seattle waterfront. University 
of Washington scientists pre-and-post monitoring 
showed the site successfully attracts juvenile salmon.

For more information: 
http://www.govlink.org/watersheds/9/
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Project Highlights:
• Provides shallow water habitat for juvenile 

salmon through creation of 0.64 acre tidal recess

• The pocket beach provides habitat plus a place
for park visitors to connect with the bay

• Kelp and other plant growth are creating a food source
for juvenile salmon

• 10-year monitoring until 2016 assessing the biological
and physical conditions at the park
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OLYMPIC SCULPTURE PARK 
SHORELINE ENHANCEMENTS
A nexus for art, education, and healthier 

salmon habitat

ESTUARY AND SALMON RESTORATION PROGRAM (ESRP) 


