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M E M O R A N D U M 
August 1, 2019 

 

 
TO:        WRIA 9 Watershed Ecosystem Forum 
 
FR:         Doug Osterman, WRIA 9 Salmon Recovery Manager 
 
RE:        Watershed Ecosystem Forum Meeting – Thursday, August 8, 2019, Tukwila Community Center, 4 to
 6:30 pm 
 
The summer meeting of the WRIA 9 Watershed Ecosystem Forum (WEF) is Thursday, August 8, from 4:00 p.m. 
to 6:30 p.m. at the Tukwila Community Center, Social Hall. The agenda for the meeting is included in the 
meeting packet.  Review of Agenda Items: 
 
Conservation Future Tax & Parks Levy Grant Recommendations—Wins for Salmon and Social Justice 
Terry Lavender, Chair, King County Conservation Futures Advisory Committee, will overview the acquisition 
projects in WRIA 9 and 10 that are recommended for funding.  A table of the projects is included with the 
packet.  Projects recommended are located in Seattle, Tukwila, Federal Way, Normandy Park, Tukwila, Kent, 
and unincorporated areas near Black Diamond and Enumclaw as well as Vashon Island.  The recommended 
projects have significant overlap with WRIA 9 salmon recovery needs and are located in areas of equity and 
social justice need in which local matching requirements are waived. 
 
Map Your Watershed Activity 
Sarah Kavage, Artist in Residence, City of Tukwila, will lead the WEF through a participatory mapping activity 
for the Green/Duwamish and Central Puget Sound watershed.  Sarah led a group of children in the Tukwila 
School District through the activity for the Duwamish River portion of the watershed and the results were 
outstanding, revealing how the kids view their river. 
 
Evaluation of Effectiveness of WRIA 9 and its Service Provider, King County 
Jan Glick of Jan Glick & Associates will overview the report he prepared documenting and summarizing the 
feedback he received through telephone interviews with 23 WEF member entities on the evaluation of the 
performance of King County as WRIA 9’s service provider and fiscal agent and the quality of the WRIA 9 
services.  The final report is included with the packet. 
 
2020 WRIA 9 Budget, Work Plan, and Cost Shares 
The WEF provisionally approved the 2020 budget last year as part of its biennial budget for 2019/20, providing 
the opportunity to adjust the 2020 budget to reflect current information and opportunities. Key adjustments 
to the provisionally-approved 2020 budget and work plan recommended by the Management Committee are: 
 

• The provisional budget amount of $437,774 is adjusted pursuant to updated Consumer Price Index for 
Wages (CPI-W).  This “status quo” budget of $472,025 is slightly less than provisionally approved 
because the CPI-W is less than projected last year.   The adjusted provisionally approved 2020 budget 
is only $11,737 more than this year (2019). 

• The work plan scope is proposed to increase stewardship services for the Lower Green River by 0.25 
full-time employee equivalency which costs $56,459.  However, the Management Committee 
recommends allocating $18,579 projected 2020 carry forward funds to support the work, reducing the 
cost of additional stewardship to $37,880. 
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Management Committee’s rationale for increasing stewardship Services:  King County currently supports a 
Lower Green Basin Steward position at 0.75 FTE.  Expanding the Basin Steward from 0.75 FTE to 1.00 FTE is 
critical to fully implement the Re-Green the Green Revegetation Strategy, coordinate and support the efforts 
of partners (cities of Tukwila, Kent, and Auburn, county agencies, environmental groups, Muckleshoot Tribe, 
and WRIA 9), and develop an inclusive public outreach strategy—in coordination with partners—focused on 
the importance of riparian tree canopy and inspiring local residents to take action on their land or as a 
volunteer. The 2011 Green River Temperature TMDL identified the need for an increase of tall, continuous 
riparian vegetation as a key strategy in addressing high water temperatures. In addition, increasing riparian 
vegetation will improve habitat for threatened Chinook and steelhead by improving water quality, increasing 
food availability, and eventually creating a source of large woody debris. As the Lower Green River is a complex 
basin with multiple jurisdictions, engaged non-profit partners, a thriving Agricultural Production District, and 
over 25 miles of levees and revetments, a full time basin steward position is critical in coordinating habitat 
improvement efforts with these diverse partners. 
 
The scope of the 2020 WRIA 9 work plan (in the packet) includes the addition of Lower Green River 
stewardship. A budget table is included with the packet, showing comparisons between the 2019 budget, 2020 
provisionally approved budget, CPI-W adjustments to the 2020 provisional budget, and the 2020 Management 
Committee recommended budget, including an additional 0.25 FTE for Lower Green River stewardship. 
 
Correspondingly, the cost share table (in the packet) indicates the cost shares of the 17 local governments for 
supporting WRIA 9:  (1) this year; (2) as provisionally approved for 2020 (with  CPI-W adjustments); and (3) as 
recommended by the Management Committee for 2020, reflecting the increase in cost shares to support  
increased stewardship services. 
 
Other stewardship services considerations:  The Management Committee deliberated providing stewardship 
services beginning in 2020 for the Duwamish River and mainland nearshore areas of WRIA 9, as called for by 
the WRIA 9 Salmon Habitat Plan.  Instead, the committee decided to take more time to evaluate stewardship 
services in these areas, and to sync consideration of adding them to the WRIA 9 work plan with WRIA 9 budget 
development for 2021/22. 
 
Lower Green River Corridor Programmatic Draft Environmental Impact Statement (PDEIS) 
Michelle Clark, Executive Director, King County Flood Control District, will report on the status of the 
Environmental Impact Statement and Corridor Plan following the conclusion of the PDEIS scoping process. 
 
Port of Seattle Proposed changes to Cargo and Cruise Ship terminals in Elliott Bay and Overview of Habitat 
Programs and Projects 
Jon Sloan, Senior Environmental Program Manager, Port of Seattle, will give a presentation on the Port actions 
and opportunities to restore habitat in the Duwamish River and Elliott Bay areas of WRIA 9. 
 
Countywide Parks and Recreation Levy 
While not on the agenda, we are providing the link to important countywide parks and recreation levy 
information. 
  
Additional packet information includes the King County Executive’s letter to the Army Corps of Engineers 
calling for accelerating construction of the downstream fish passage facility at Howard Hanson Dam, the Corps’ 
response to the Executive, and the July Salmon Recovery Manager Report. 
 

https://www.kingcounty.gov/services/parks-recreation/parks/about/levy.aspx
https://www.kingcounty.gov/services/parks-recreation/parks/about/levy.aspx
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Meeting Packet materials include: 

1. WEF Agenda 
2. Summary of May 9, 2019 WEF meeting 
3. Conservation Futures Project Funding Recommendations table 
4. Service provider evaluation report 
5. 2020 budget table 
6. Management Committee recommended 2020 work plan 
7. Management Committee recommended cost shares for 2020 table 
8. King County Executive letter to the Corps 
9. Corps’ response letter 
10. July Salmon Recovery Manager Report 
 
Meeting materials are also available on the WRIA 9 website.  

 
Please contact me with questions, I am happy to walk you through the packet information.  I look forward to 
seeing you at the meeting. 
 
Doug Osterman, AICP 
Salmon Recovery Manager 
Green/Duwamish & Central Puget Sound Watershed (WRIA 9) 
201 South Jackson Street, Suite 600 
Seattle, WA  98104-3855 
Doug.Osterman@kingcounty.gov 
New!  206-477-4793 
Making Our Watershed Fit for a King 

https://www.govlink.org/watersheds/9/committees/archive/1905/default.aspx
mailto:Doug.Osterman@kingcounty.gov

