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Why us?

Why here?

Why bother?

The Green/Duwamish and Central Puget 
Sound Watershed (WRIA 9)
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Why us?



Investing in the protection and restoration of the 
watershed’s natural capital will enhance a great number 
of highly valuable goods and services or “multiple 
benefits”—the ingredients for making our watershed fit 
for a king

Further degrading natural capital will force local 
governments to choose:

(1) Replace lost ecosystem services with engineered solutions that 
require large capital investments and maintenance; OR

(2) Forgo the lost services and suffer increased risk of damage 
which requires reconstruction costs and higher insurance costs

Why us?



The greatest social and economic implication of salmon 
recovery is securing the health of the watershed’s 
ecosystem and achieving multiple benefits

Implementing the WRIA 9 Salmon Habitat Plan 
enhances the economy and quality of life for citizens in 
WRIA 9 by enhancing natural capital and the stream of 
ecosystem goods and services generated by that 
capital

Why us?



Why here?
Green/Duwamish and Central
Puget Sound Watershed

664 square miles
720,000 people
16 cities and King County

WRIA 9 ecosystem produces 
$1.7-6.4 billion of value in 
goods and services every year 
for individuals, businesses, and 
governments

Also known as Water Resource
Inventory Area 9 or “WRIA 9”



Green-Duwamish and
Central Puget Sound Watershed

Water Resource Inventory Area 9



Why here?
Salmon and People: Both Need Healthy Land and Water

• Drinking water

• Food

• Forest products

• Storm protection

• Flood protection

• Stable climate

• Recreation

• Natural processes that cleanse the air, water, and land

• Financial prosperity

It’s all connected
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Why here?
Southern Puget Sound Resident Killer Whales in 
WRIA 9 Waters



Why bother?
Natural systems provide foundational economic goods & 
services

Financial prosperity

Salmon habitat actions enhance and restore economically productive 
natural capital providing a large basket of ecosystem services which are 
of significant financial value

Potential value of Ecosystem Services in WRIA 9 is estimated to be 
worth $171 to  $637 billion over 100 years (Salmon Habitat Plan 2005)

The value to people today of the flow of benefits today plus the value to people in the future
of the future flow of benefits

Protected and restored ecosystems are self-maintaining and produce value into perpetuity

Built capital, such as bulkheads, roads, and levees, requires maintenance and depreciates over 
time

“There will be no corporations on a dead planet”



Natural capital holds more value than meets the economic eye and 
is essential for Making Our Watershed Fit for a King…and Farmers

Our great-grandchildren will unquestionably benefit from a healthy ecosystem



Why bother? 
Local governments are key implementers of salmon recovery actions

• Growth Management and land use plans and regulations

• Capital improvement programs

• Promote cross-jurisdictional implementation of priority habitat and 
watershed improvement actions

• Restore habitat and plant and maintain trees

• Control noxious weeds

• Clean up stormwater; Retrofit old development

• Reduce use of toxins; Promote use of compost and natural yard care

• Integrate salmon recovery and community development



Why bother?
Local government decisions and actions make a difference

Expand and improve incentives for property owners to protect salmon 
habitat

Transfer of Development Rights program

Current use tax assessments

Fee reductions to promote forest cover protection

Fee reductions to promote green stormwater infrastructure

Conservation Reserve Enhancement program

Improve enforcement of existing land use and other regulations, e.g., 
Critical Areas Ordinances and Shoreline Master Programs

Increase use of low impact development and porous concrete

Provide incentives for developers to follow Built Green Checklist 
sections benefitting salmon

Develop a coordinated acquisition program for natural areas



2005 Salmon Habitat Plan



From A River of Green, 1970s

Someone should steadily be asking, “is this the 
way we want it to be, now and in the future?  
The ultimate condition of the Green River 
Basin should be the result of informed and 
farsighted public decisions.”
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