
 

August 21, 2018 
 

Board of Supervisors 
King County Flood Control District  
516 Third Avenue Room 1200 
Seattle, WA 98104 
 
RE: Lower Green River Corridor Plan Pre-scoping Comments 
 
Dear Supervisors: 
 
The Watershed Ecosystem Forum (WEF) for the Green-Duwamish and Central Puget 
Sound Watershed (WRIA 9) respectfully submits the attached pre-scoping comments on 
the King County Flood Control District (District) Lower Green River Corridor Plan 
(LGRCP). WRIA 9 represents a coalition of 17 local governments and numerous local, 
state and federal partners committed to Chinook salmon recovery. The 2005 Salmon 
Habitat Plan is the watershed’s blueprint for salmon recovery and project 
implementation by partner organizations has collectively resulted in approximately $160 
million of habitat-related investments to support “Making Our Watershed Fit for a 
King.”  
 
The LGRCP is being developed as the watershed – and the larger Puget Sound region – 
continues to experience a long-term decline in wild Chinook salmon. Escapement in five 
out of the past ten years has not achieved the watershed’s short-term goal of 1,000-
4200 wild spawners. The 10-year average of 1,363 wild Chinook remains significantly 
below the long-term target of 27,000. Chinook productivity is currently limited by 
rearing habitat capacity in the Lower and Middle Green River. Restoring additional 
rearing habitat is critically needed to increase productivity and reverse the long-term 
decline in wild Chinook abundance.  Increasing rearing habitat capacity will also help 
address the parallel Puget Sound-wide prey availability crisis facing the Southern 
Resident Orca population.  
 
As Puget Sound weighs the “bold actions” necessary to reverse salmon and Orca 
declines, the region cannot afford another lost opportunity. The LGRCP must holistically 
approach flood management in the Lower Green River in a way that integrates Chinook 
salmon recovery, economic development, recreation, and environmental justice. 
Unfortunately, the three alternatives identified in the April 20, 2018 District LGRCP 
Motion (FCD19-01.1) do not advance the multi-objective framework supported by the 
region or committed to in the 2013 King County Flood Hazard Management Plan and 
2014 Lower Green System-Wide Improvement Framework (SWIF) process. If the District 
elects to pursue a narrow approach to long-term flood risk reduction, it would represent 
a significant step backward for salmon recovery and have significant ramifications for 
the ecological resiliency of the Green-Duwamish watershed.  
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WRIA 9 urges the District to recommit to integrating flood control and salmon recovery by developing a 
fourth alternative that reflects the multi-objective vision adopted by the District Executive Committee 
during the original SWIF.  When the District decided to submit the paired-down Interim SWIF to ensure 
it retained temporary eligibility for PL-84-99 assistance, it stressed that the “broader objectives” of the 
SWIF stakeholders would be better achieved through a corridor planning process (FCS2016-05.2).  
 
Specifically, the District-led environmental review process should consider an alternative that: 
 

• Integrates flood risk reduction and salmon habitat restoration consistent with established goals 
and policies; 

• Reflects the salmon habitat opportunity areas and/or “resource areas” identified during the 
Lower Green SWIF process, as well as any newly identified opportunities; 

• Makes a substantive contribution towards achieving the salmon habitat goals established for the 
Lower Green Subwatershed; and 

• Ensures vegetation management guidelines and facility alignment support healthy riparian 
vegetation in high priority areas identified by the 2013 Muckleshoot Riparian Aspect Mapping. 

 
WRIA 9 looks forward to working with the District to develop and implement a LGRCP alternative that 
enhances community and ecological resilience to flooding, while making substantive progress towards 
“Making Our Watershed Fit for King.” As you proceed with the LGRCP, we strongly suggest you 
reconvene a technical committee comprised of watershed partners to re-envision an alternative that 
reflects the broader needs of the watershed. We also request that you clarify the process and timeline 
you envision for completing the LGRCP so we can share this with our regional partners. If you have any 
questions, please contact Doug Osterman at 206-477-4793 or doug.osterman@kingcounty.gov. 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
 
 

Marlla Mhoon      Dennis Robertson 
Councilmember , City of Covington   Councilmember, City of Tukwila 
WRIA 9  Watershed Ecosystem Forum Co-Chair  WRIA 9 Management Committee Chair 
 
 
Cc: WRIA 9 Watershed Ecosystem Forum 
 
 
 
 


