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Lower Green River Corridor Flood Hazard Management Plan & Programmatic EIS

Advisory Committee

BACKGROUND

Project Sponsor: King County Flood Control District (District)

Project Name: Lower Green River Corridor Flood Hazard Management Plan (Plan) and Programmatic
Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS)

Project Overview: The King County Flood Control District is preparing a Lower Green River Corridor
Flood Hazard Management Plan (Plan) for approximately 21 river miles of the Lower Green River that
flows through the cities of Auburn, Kent, Renton, Tukwila, and unincorporated King County. The goal of

the Plan is to provide an integrated and reasonable long-term approach to reduce flood risk while

balancing multiple objectives including but not limited to economic vitality and environmental

protection.

The District is also preparing a Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS), which will analyze
alternatives to reduce flood risk that could be included in the Corridor Plan. The District Executive
Director is the District's SEPA responsible official. The PEIS describes potential environmental impacts
and measures to reduce or eliminate them. Because each alternative includes a variety of flood risk

reduction projects that make up a program of actions, a PEIS is being prepared. The PEIS will evaluate
the range impacts of the projects identified in each alternative. The District is expected to adopt a Final
Plan after the Plan and PEIS are completed.

Project History: The Lower Green River Corridor Flood Hazard Management Plan is a follow-up plan to
the Interim System-Wide Improvement Framework (Interim SWIF) submitted by the District to the
United States Army Corps of Engineers in February 2016 and accepted by the Corps on March 31, 2017.
The Interim SWIF maintains eligibility for flood damage repairs under the federal PL 84-99 Program but
does not include projects to extend flood protection and does not address multiple objectives.

Flood Control District Resolution FCD2016-05 determined the broader objectives supported by
stakeholders who participated as Interim SWIF advisors can best be achieved through a long-range
planning process including a SEPA PEIS that analyzes cumulative impacts and reasonable alternatives for

accomplishing the objectives of flood protection, economic vitality, equity and social justice, habitat
restoration, housing, recreation, salmon recovery, water quality, and other issues to be defined through

an EIS scoping process.

Study Area Characterization: The built and natural environment of the Lower Green River Valley has
been heavily modified overtime. The Study Area includes urban and rural areas and has mixed land uses,

including agricultural, commercial, industrial, warehousing, open space, recreational, and residential

land, The Study Area is part of WRIA-9, Lower Green River Sub-Watershed, where salmon recovery
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oriented habitat-related investments are being made by local, state, and federal partners.

The potential impacts and damages of major flooding throughout the Lower Green River Valley are

substantial due to the magnitude and frequency of flood events and the condition of the levee system.
Flood risk modeling conducted by the District in 2014 finds that levee overtopping or breaching that
resulted in floodplain inundation of one to 10 feet or more put at risk, people, structures, infrastructure

and economic activity including approximately 22,000 people that live in the floodplain and
approximately 9,000 residential, commercial, and public facilities, based on 2014 data. Expected annual
damages and economic impacts due to flooding were estimated in 2014 to be $47.1 million over a 50-
year period and the present value of those impacts were estimated to be $1.1 billion.

ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

Advisory Committee Membership: The District established a Lower Green River Corridor Plan Advisory
Committee (Advisory Committee) and set forth membership seats on the Committee by Flood Control
Motion FCD2018-01. The District Executive Committee approved the members through Executive
Committee Motion FCDEC2018-04.1
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Advisory Committee Role:

"The charter for the Advisory Committee is to provide feedback on the clarity and completeness of the
Plan and PEIS documents to ensure transparent and effective communications with the public.

• Each Advisory Committee member is expected to provide subject matter expertise on issues
within their jurisdiction.

• The Advisory Committee will receive informational briefings on the alternatives included in the
scoping notice. Lower Green River Corridor Plan, draft PEIS, and final PEIS.

• The Advisory Committee will receive briefings prior to or early in the formal public comment
periods in order to ensure the members are informed.

• The Advisory Committee may also be consulted with to provide feedback on planning and policy
questions." Flood Control District Motion FCD2018-01

King County Flood Control District: The District will provide material support to the Advisory
Committee at key milestones including information about the project schedule and scope,background
and educational materials. The District seeks to support the Advisory Committee members with
information that will help them best communicate with the public about the status, content, and
process for the Plan and PEIS to ensure robust public engagement.

King County Rivers and Floodplain Management Technical Support: The District contracts with King
County to provide technical planning, modeling, and analytic services to inform the development of the
Plan.

PEIS Team: The District has contracted with Environmental Services Associates (ESA)to conduct a
scoping process, prepare a Draft PEIS, and implement a public involvement plan.

Project Management Services: The District has contracted with Lund Consulting, Inc.
(klund@lundconsulting.com) to serve as the District's representative to facilitate the integration of
the Plan and PEIS and to facilitate the Advisory Committee meetings. Specifically, the facilitator will:
• Remain neutral;

• Manage Advisory Committee meetings to ensure ground rules are followed;

• Ensure all members have an opportunity to express their input;

• Help the Advisory Committee members accomplish their tasks;
• Suggest and implement process ideas, and

• Work with Advisory Committee members to consider modifications to improve the meeting
processes.

OPERATING GUIDELINES

Open Public Meetings: All meetings of the Advisory Committee are open to the public and records of its
meeting are available upon request. Public comments are scheduled at the beginning of meetings. The

Chair will facilitate the public comment process. Any members of the public who wish to address the
Committee must sign-in to indicate they would like to speak, Each speaker will have a maximum of 3
minutes and shall state their name and address of residence at the beginning of their comments.

Speakers are encouraged to also provide their comments in written form. Speakers shall be courteous

and civil and may not yield time to another speaker.
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As an appointed Committee of the District, the Advisory Committee is required to comply with the State
of Washington Open Pubic Meetings Act. All members must complete the State's Open Public Meetings
Act training within 90 days of assuming duties. A refresher training is required every four years. The
training is available online at: OPMA Online Training. The facilitator will confirm completion of
training by Advisory Committee members.

Quorum: In order to convene a meeting, a majority of currently appointed members must be present.

There are no alternates.

Meeting Ground Rules: The Chair and Vice Chair of the District shall serve as the chair and vice chair of

the Advisory Committee and shall preside at Advisory Committee meetings. The vice-chair shall perform
the duties of the chair in the chair's absence.

Advisory Committee meetings will be structured to allow for a comprehensive discussion of the issues at
hand. The work of the Advisory Committee shall be informed by presentations by the District and
technical staff. A professional facilitator will ensure all members have an opportunity to express their
feedback,

Electronic, telephone, or video conferencing will be made available to the extent that meeting facilities
have these tools on-hand. Advisory Committee members should let the facilitator know at least one-

week prior to a meeting if they need to call-in to a meeting.

Advisory Committee members are asked to:

• Come to Advisory Committee meetings prepared and honor timeframes;

• Respect each other's perspectives;

• Listen and participate actively, and
• Silence electronic devices during meetings.

Agendas and Meeting Summaries: The facilitator shall consult with the Executive Director and Advisory
Committee Chair in preparing the agendas. Staff from the District or the facilitator shall be responsible
for taking and documenting the minutes from all meetings of the Advisory Committee. The meeting
summary will be made available for review by Advisory Committee members prior to the next scheduled
meeting, and subsequently reviewed during the meeting's regular order of business.

COMMUNICATIONS

Advisory Committee members should contact the facilitator, Kjristine Lund at: 206-612-8138 or
klund@lundconsulting.com to RSVP and to make any information requests.

Email (lowergreensepa@kinRcountv.gov) and the project website (www.lowergreensepa.org) will serve

as the primary communication mechanism with the Advisory Committee.

Advisory Committee meetings will be announced on the project website and will constitute public notice
for each meeting, following the kick-off meeting.

Advisory Committee agendas, meeting summaries, and meeting materials will be posted on the project
website.
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Advisory Committee meeting summaries and other interim products will be available to members as
communication aids.

Advisory Committee members are also encouraged to share the District website address to enable
people to locate information related to the Plan and PEIS process.

The facilitator will be the custodian of an email list for interested parties who have requested to be

notified about Advisory Committee meetings.

ANTICIPATED ADVISORY COMMITTEE SCHEDULE

Meeting #1: Kick-off and Introduction to Process - October 12, 2018.

Meeting #2: Update on scoping process results and alternatives to be included in Draft Plan and PEIS.

Meeting #3: Progress report on Draft Plan and PEIS with data updates.

Meeting #4: Briefing on Draft Plan and PEIS at start of public comment period.

Meeting #5: Briefing on Comment Summary from Draft Plan.

Meeting #6: Briefing on Final Plan.




