
July 25, 2018 

Stephanie Solien and Les Purce 
Co-Chairs of the Southern Resident Killer Whale Task Force 

Dear Co-Chairs Solien and Purce: 

The Southern Resident Killer Whale Task Force has been asked to take on a monumental task on 
a very short timeline. We applaud the Governor for recognizing the importance of our orcas and 
commend you for your willingness and passion to lead this critical initiative.

As you begin this most difficult task, the Salmon Recovery Funding Board would like you keep 
three things in mind. 

First, there is a salmon recovery network and we ask that you rely on those existing partnerships 
and federally approved salmon recovery plans. As you know, the orcas don’t have enough food, 
primarily Chinook salmon. The reasons for the dwindling supply of salmon are many and 
complex. It’s a challenge that we know will depend on wide-sweeping support to address. One of 
those supportive partners, the Washington Salmon Recovery Funding Board, is built on a 
foundation of collaboration, and works alongside a statewide network of organizations working 
together to implement salmon recovery solutions locally. The work is based on the state’s 
Extinction is not an Option strategic salmon recovery plan, the legislatively-adopted Salmon 
Recovery Act, and on the regionally-developed recovery plans approved by the federal 
government. For nearly 20 years, the state and the federal governments, through the Salmon 
Recovery Funding Board, have been investing in on-the-ground projects, programs, and 
monitoring efforts. The Governor’s Salmon Recovery Office coordinates these statewide efforts
through a network of 7 regions, 25 local watershed groups, hundreds of project sponsors, and 
thousands of volunteers. This framework is the backbone of salmon recovery in Washington 
State. We rely on this network to write, coordinate, monitor, and implement local recovery plans 
and their localized perspective helps us understand priority projects and respond to challenges 
and opportunities for salmon recovery. 

All this is to say, that we know what needs to be done to recover salmon and we have the 
infrastructure in place to do the work. Rather than create a new committee or write new
strategies and actions to increase salmon, we ask that you depend on our network of partners
who are actively doing just that–increasing the habitat on which salmon rely. Join our collective 
efforts to recover salmon, use our partners to identify strategies and actions specific to Chinook 
salmon, and help create a dedicated program to enhance Chinook salmon. For more details on 
our statewide salmon recovery network, we refer you to the Salmon Recovery Network letter to
Governor Jay Inslee and the task force dated April 11, 2018 and attached as Appendix A. 



Second, we ask that you not re-direct money currently being spent on salmon recovery to orca 
recovery. After reviewing some of the preliminary information and draft recommendations 
coming from your prey work group, we’re beginning to see many similarities with actions 
already included in regional salmon recovery plans. The difference is our local recovery regions 
already have discussed and vetted the actions in the recovery plans, but lack enough money to 
implement them. Like many natural resources agencies that support salmon recovery, we see 
large gaps in funding. Only 15 percent of the identified need is funded each biennium, and at that 
rate, it is no surprise that orcas are suffering. We do not want the strong desire to help orcas cost 
this state’s investment in salmon recovery, but rather to build complementary and mutually 
beneficial efforts for orca and salmon and all that they represent to our state and beyond. 

Third, we ask that you approach the solution of increasing hatchery fish cautiously. There may 
be specific sites and specific stocks where this strategy may be useful, but we urge great caution 
and implore you and the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife to collaborate with 
regional salmon recovery organizations in advance of increasing any additional hatchery releases 
because of the effect hatchery salmon can have on wild salmon. An artificial sense of 
accomplishment is a risk and may mask the underlying ecosystem functions that are needed to 
sustainably support salmon and orca for future generations. 

We encourage you to partner with the Salmon Recovery Funding Board, call for doubling down 
on salmon recovery investments, avoid the temptation to rely heavily on hatchery production, 
and champion the work of our salmon recovery partners all across the state who know what 
needs to be done for salmon recovery. 

Thank you for your efforts and for considering our perspectives. If you have any questions, 
please contact Steve Martin, executive coordinator of the Governor’s Salmon Recovery Office at 
360-628-2548 or steve.martin@gsro.wa.gov. 

Sincerely,

David Troutt 
Chairman, Salmon Recovery Funding Board 

cc: JT Austin, Senior Natural Resources Policy Advisor, Governor’s Office 
Rob Duff, Senior Environment Policy Advisor, Governor’s Office 
Kaleen Cottingham, Director, Recreation and Conservation Office 
Sheida Sahandy, Executive Director, Puget Sound Partnership 
Kelly Susewind, Director, Department of Fish and Wildlife


