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Green-Duwamish Problem Design Lab  
A Program of Sustainability Ambassadors to advance the goals of Our Green/Duwamish. 

 
EXPERTS ROUNDTABLE   
 
Purpose 
To convene experts in the secondary classroom designing problem-based curriculum with 
experts in the field working to solve real problems. If these two groups of experts can learn how 
to learn together, then future generations of consumers, workers, and voters will be better 
equipped to care for our watershed / community.     
 
Intended Outcomes - Long Term 

• Stronger learning partnerships across generations, jurisdictions and community sectors. 
• More students and teachers inspired to learn through local problem-solving. 
• Measurable improvement in academic achievement. 
• Measurable improvement in watershed community conditions.  

 
Description 
The Experts Roundtable occurs over two, half days on August 15 and 16 as part of the 
Green/Duwamish Problem Design Lab, a 12-month curriculum design process that empowers 
middle and high school teachers to design problem-based curriculum pathways that meet 
academic standards in context of advancing “Our Green Duwamish” Strategies. Teachers 
Fellows in the Lab lead a district-wide dissemination and adoption process with the goal of 
reaching thousands of students year after year. 
 
UPRIVER: Focus on Green River Basin Policy, Projects, Performance  
August 15 | 1:00-4:00  Location: Paradise Parking Plots Community Garden at Hillside Church, 
930 E James St, Kent, WA 98031 
 
DOWNRIVER: Focus on Duwamish Superfund Cleanup, Community-Led Planning  
August 16 | 9:00-12:00  Location: US Army Corps of Engineers, Seattle District Headquarters, 
4735 E. Marginal Way South, Seattle, WA 98134 
 
Two Teams of “Experts”   
The teachers in the Lab are experts on how to guide 150 adolescents each day meeting 
academic standards in context of solving real world problems. Experts in the field have 
technical, practical knowledge on how to protect, restore and manage a recovering watershed, 
including the health and wellbeing of the human communities that live within its boundaries, and 
the social, political and economic systems that serve them.  

http://www.sustainabilityambassadors.org/
https://ourgreenduwamish.com/


 
Community Curriculum Connections  
 
Authentic, problem-based / place-based learning can take many forms such as: water systems 
engineering (water supply, wastewater treatment, stormwater management), ecosystem 
interactions, ecosystem services, human land use practices (forestry, agriculture, fisheries, 
industrial, commercial, residential, recreational), salmon habitat restoration, Puget Sound food 
web, soil food web, human food systems, historical patterns and future trends, tribal 
perspectives since time immemorial, geography, civics, mapping community impact, public 
health, clean air, climate resilience, equity and economic opportunity… all in a local and 
bioregional context.  
 
Roundtable Inquiries 
  
1. How can we engage students in authentic, productive work that improves their community?  
2. What are the priority needs in our watershed most suited to student learning and action? 
3. Who's working on them?  
4. How close are these projects to a given middle school or high school?  
5. What are the most effective info-sharing protocols for developing a “Living Textbook?” 

a. Policy frameworks 
b. Program strategies and intended outcomes 
c. Performance measures (indicators, data, reports)  

6. How can we visualize, track and report community impact via http://mywater.world/ 
7. What are the college, career, workforce development pathways and programs that we 

should be embedding in our curriculum design?   
8. How can next year’s students build upon the work of this year’s students? 
9. How can we measure student knowledge and skill in context of community impact? 
10. How can we build community momentum through shared communication strategies?   
11. What is the right “annual rhythm” for cross-sector, intergenerational learning? 
12. What expert topics do we want to capture on video to catalyze classroom inquiry? 
 
Authentic, Deep and Irresistible 
We know from experience that problem-based, place-based learning increases student 
motivation for academic achievement because it’s real. It also makes teaching fun. To get 
there, we will need a long, deliberate, collective impact approach. We need to learn together.  
 
 
Join the Green-Duwamish Experts Roundtable  
 
Peter Donaldson, Director, Sustainability Ambassadors 
206-227-9597 
peter@sustainabilityambassadors.org 
 
  

http://mywater.world/page/about
http://mywater.world/page/about

