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Meeting Purpose: 
Discuss a possible, everyone wins, outcome for the Green/Duwamish Watershed Co-Managers 
(Muckleshoot Tribe, Suquamish Tribe, and WDFW) DEIS for Hatchery & Genetic Management Plans. 
 
Situation: 
WRIA 9, because of scheduling and Forum member issues, did not submit its comments to the DEIS in 
time. The comments basically dealt with (a) hatchery ‘integration’ issues, (b) potentially incorrect DEIS 
assumptions and statistical methods, and (c) lack of climate change effects and negligible negative effect 
ratings. 
 
The Green/Duwamish Watershed Chinook salmon population is the second largest, most important 
population in all of Puget Sound. In addition, if the Black River as well as the ‘above the Howard Hansen 
Dam’ portions are considered the Green/Duwamish Watershed has the most significant opportunities 
for overall salmonid population increase in the Puget Sound region. 
 
If NOAA Fisheries approves the alternatives, as-is in the DEIS, WRIA 9 is concerned that there will be 
significant negative effects on the Green/Duwamish Watershed native salmonid populations as well 
WRIA 9’s effort to support delisting of Chinook salmon. There certainly will be a loss of enthusiasm in 
WRIA 9’s seventeen jurisdictions for habitat improvement. 
 
Proposal: 
Instead of NOAA’s approval of the Co-Managers ten proposed Hatchery & Genetic Management Plans 
becoming a significant, long-term point of contention in overall management of the Green/Duwamish 
salmonid population, it could become the impetus for a pilot, ‘H’ Integration effort in the Puget Sound 
area. 
 
NOAA could condition approval of the DEIS with the creation of a fully functioning, Green/Duwamish 
Watershed ‘H’ Integration Team. Which could be a Puget Sound-wide pilot! 
 
Therefore, WRIA 9 would like to propose the concept of a pilot, Green/Duwamish Watershed, ‘H’ 
Integration Team to NOAA. 
 

A fully functioning, watershed based, “H” Integration Team would remove most of WRIA 9’s 
concerns with the ten Hatchery & Genetic Management Plans. 
 
It would empower the Green/Duwamish Watershed to become a key player in the delisting of 
Puget Sound Chinook and Steelhead runs. The Green/Duwamish Watershed houses a significant 
portion of Puget Sound’s human population and industry. The positive publicity and funding 
potentials are incredible. 
 
It could become the catalyst for a Puget Sound wide ‘H’ Integration effort. Thus, significantly 
furthering NOAA’s effort to delist Puget Sound Chinook and Steelhead. 


