
 

 

Joan McGilton 

Joan had a deep love and strong advocacy for the environment.  A resident of the City of Burien for 16 years, 

Joan was a founding member of Friends of Burien Parks, was appointed to and served on the first Burien 

Planning Commission (1992 - 1997), and was elected to the City Council serving as a City Councilmember 

between 2002-2012 and Mayor for six years.  

From the time Joan was young she had a passion for the environment. Joan grew up in the Pacific Northwest 

and received her undergraduate degree in Zoology/Marine Biology and her Master’s Degree in Environmental 

Engineering, both at the University of Washington while raising three kids. 

Joan’s first job was with the Seattle Aquarium as a Marine Educator where she taught marine biology to 

people ages 2-70. She was also the Aquarium’s Research Diving Officer. Joan was later employed by the 

Seattle Engineering Department and the Boeing Company, where she managed multi-million dollar 

environmental cleanup projects for the company.  Throughout Joan’s career she was a role model for young 

girls encouraging them to pursue careers in science, technology, engineering, and math. 

The beach at Seahurst Park represents a portion of the work Joan undertook to restore critically needed 

nearshore habitat that helps to keep Puget Sound a clean, hospitable home for people, salmon, and orca 

whales. Joan led the local efforts with the Green/Duwamish and Central Puget Sound Watershed Ecosystem 

Forum, County, State and Federal agencies to secure the essential funding.  If you asked Joan what she was 

most proud of - she would probably say the beach restoration work at Seahurst Park and as a founder of the 

Environmental Science Center.  She will be remembered for her exemplary public and private service. 

 

 This beach acts as a classroom and hosts many environmental programs for people of all ages. For 

generations to come the environment and people in the region will benefit from the dedication and 

love Joan poured into restoring the Seahurst Park beach. 

          – Rose Clark, Burien 


