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Green/Duwamish Watershed Symposium 
A major component of the 2018 Symposium, held February 27 at Green River College in 
Auburn, was a presentation by Doug on the WRIA 9 Salmon Habitat Plan update with a focus on 
the new science that is driving changes to the plan.  WRIA 9 funded videotaping the morning 
presentations and panels; the video is posted on the WRIA 9 web page.  Doug also facilitated a 
noon hour panel of the scientists who prepared the studies for the update (Kollin Higgins, Jenee 
Colton, and Jessica Engel, all of King County).  Over 200 people attended—homeowners, college 
and middle and high school students, restoration practitioners, elected officials, and 
administrators of many agencies and non-profit organizations.  The Symposium is part of the 
public outreach component to the Salmon Habitat Plan update.  A new WRIA 9 table top display 
was created for the Symposium, and hundreds of “Making Our Watershed Fit for a King” 
posters were taken by participants. 
 
Go Green Conference Exhibit 
Laura West and Doug prepared a WRIA 9 exhibit for the Go Green Conference held on April 4 at 
the Washington State Convention Center.  Laura and Doug split responsibilities for attending to 
the exhibit during the day.  A tremendous amount of attendees visited the exhibit, asked lots of 
questions, and expressed tremendous interest in the salmon recovery effort (and how we are 
working together).  Hundreds of “Making Our Watershed Fit for a King” posters were taken by 
participants in the conference. 
 
Our Green Duwamish Stormwater Workshop 
On April 11, a workshop was held at the Tukwila Community Center on the regional stormwater 
management plan that is being developed by King County for the Green/Duwamish watershed. 
The meeting recapped the work that has been completed so far and introduced the strategy 
mapping tool, a tool that map existing data related to stormwater management programs and 
projects.  This is intended to aid in prioritizing the stormwater actions identified the strategy to 
establish a pathway for implementation.  Up to five stormwater management actions that 
watershed stakeholders can collaborate on will be identified and implemented over the next 
one to three years.  In addition, a collaborative group will be formed to oversee 
implementation.    

 Presentation to the Green Infrastructure Partnership 
On April 19, a consolidated presentation on contaminants, including from stormwater, and 
their impacts on Chinook salmon was given at the monthly meeting of the Green Infrastructure 
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Partnership (GRIP) at the Duwamish Longhouse.  Louisa Harding overviewed the work of 
Washington State University Extension to identify contaminants in salmon and causes of pre-
spawn mortality.  Jenee Colton, King County, talked about the white paper she prepared for 
WRIA 9 that addresses impacts of contaminants on salmon.  Blair Scott, King County 
Stormwater, talked about on-the-ground tools for controlling and cleaning stormwater with an 
emphasis on NDPES requirements in place now and those looming on the horizon for Phase II 
jurisdictions.  Doug concluded the presentation by talking about the Salmon Habitat Plan 
update and describing how the new contaminant information is being used to update the plan.  
He invited the participation of the GRIP in the update process, including the identification of 
projects and programs. 
 
Desimone Oxbow 
The Desimone Trust reached out to WRIA 9 early this year to inform us that they would 
consider “out of the box” ideas for leasing the Oxbow property, including for mitigation.  Doug 
is coordinating an approach involving the Trust, TrueBlue, RestorCap, and others as partners. 
 
Matt Goehring 
Matt became the proud dad of Isabelle on April 13th, and is on family leave until May 16. 
 


