
WRIA 9 Watershed Ecosystem Forum 
May 7, 2026 

 
 

M E M O R A N D U M  
 

TO:        WRIA 9 Watershed Ecosystem Forum (“Forum”) 
 

FR:         Matt Goehring, WRIA 9 Salmon Recovery Manager 
 

RE:        WRIA 9 Watershed Ecosystem Forum Meeting – Thursday, May 14, 4-6:00 p.m. (virtual) 

Next week is our annual spring meeting.  This meeting is a major highlight of the year as it showcases the 
tremendous range of work being implemented across the Green/Duwamish & Central Puget Sound to advance 
salmon habitat restoration. Staff will present a $6M funding package that spans capital projects, revegetation, 
research & monitoring, and stewardship and learning programs for the Forum’s consideration. We are also 
fortunate to be joined by the U.S. EPA who will provide a status update on the Lower Duwamish Watershed 
Superfund Site and the Green-Duwamish Urban Waters Partnership Ambassador who will provide an overview 
of the history and scope of the program within the watershed.  

Meeting Packet materials: (All meeting materials are also attached to your Outlook invitation) 
1. WEF Agenda 
2. WEF February 12, 2026 meeting summary  
3. 2026 WRIA 9 Funding Package (proposed) 

Review of Agenda Items: 
2026 WRIA 9 Funding Package 
The draft Funding Package recommends $6.06 M of funding [$4.66 M in Cooperative Watershed Management 
(CWM) funds] for a combination of large capital, revegetation, research and monitoring, and education and 
outreach projects that span all five subwatersheds. Approximately 64% of projected available CWM funds are 
identified for high priority large capital projects (15); 15% for research and monitoring projects (5); 13% for 
revegetation projects (9); 5% for education and outreach projects (6); and 3% for project implementation 
support. Projects are distributed across all subwatersheds. For more information on specific projects, please 
refer to the Funding Package handout.  

Lower Duwamish Waterway Superfund Site  
Jaclyn Satira, US EPA Region 10 Remedial Project Manager, will join us to provide a status update on the clean-
up, the recent $668 M settlement, and the clean-up timeline moving forward. The Lower Duwamish Waterway 
is a 5-mile stretch of the Duwamish River designated as a federal Superfund site in 2001 due to industrial 
contamination. 

Green-Duwamish Urban Waters Partnership  
Tracy Stanton, Green-Duwamish Urban Waters Partnership Ambassador, will provide an overview of the Urban 
Waters Partnership within our watershed. The Green-Duwamish Watershed is one of eleven locations for the 
nation’s Urban Waters Federal Partnership Program (UWFP). The UWFP strives to reconnect urban communities 
with their waterways by improving coordination among federal agencies and collaborating with community-led 
efforts. 
 
I look forward to seeing everyone next week!  
 

Regards, 

 
 

Matt Goehring, Salmon Recovery Manager 
Green/Duwamish & Central Puget Sound Watershed (WRIA 9) 
mgoehring@kingcounty.gov, (206) 263-6826 
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WRIA 9 WATERSHED ECOSYSTEM FORUM 
May 14, 2026 --- 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. 

 
Microsoft Teams : Join the meeting now 

Meeting ID: 219 370 817 064 46   |  Passcode: Hp2ap27g 
Dial in by phone +1 425-653-6586  |  979 761 733#  

AGENDA 

I. Welcome & Introductions  Jennifer Harjehausen, Co-Chair, 
Councilmember, City of Covington 4:00-4:10 

II. Public Comment  Councilmember Harjehausen 4:10-4:15 

III. Approval of Meeting Summary 
Action:  Approve February 12, 2026 meeting summary 

 Councilmember Harjehausen 4:15 

IV. 
Salmon Recovery Manager Report  

• Watershed Updates 
 Matt Goehring,  

WRIA 9 Salmon Recovery Manager 4:15-4:20 

V. 

2026 WRIA 9 Funding Package 
• Large capital projects 
• Regreen the Green grant program 
• Research and Monitoring grant program 
• Stewardship Engagement and Learning grant program 

 
 

Materials: Draft 2026 WRIA 9 Funding Package 
Action Item: Approve 2026 WRIA 9 Funding Package 

 Suzanna Smith, 
WRIA 9 Habitat Projects Coordinator 4:20-5:30 

VI. 
Lower Duwamish Waterway Superfund Site 

• Site overview  
• Status Update and timeline 

 
Jaclyn Satira 
U.S. EPA R10 
Remedial Project Manager 

5:30:5:45 

VII. 
Green-Duwamish Urban Waters Partnership  

• Program Overview 
 

Tracy Stanton, 
Green-Duwamish Urban Waters 
Partnership, Ambassador  

5:45-5:55 

VIII. Wrap Up/Next Steps  Matt Goehring 5:55-6:00 

IX. Adjourn  Councilmember Harjehausen 6:00 
 

Next Watershed Ecosystem Forum Meeting: Thursday, August 13, 2026 from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. 
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WRIA 9 Watershed Ecosystem Forum (WEF) Meeting Summary 
Microsoft Teams || February 12, 2026, 4:00 – 6:00 p.m. 

 

 

Members 
Present 

# Name Affiliation 
1)  Councilmember (CM) Toni Troutner, Co-Chair   City of Kent 
2)  CM Jennifer Harjehausen, Co-Chair   City of Covington  
3)  CM Hanan Amer   City of Auburn 
4)  Mayor Pro Tem Tamie Deady   City of Black Diamond 
5)  CM Lydia Assefa-Dawson   City of Federal Way  
6)  CM Kate Kruller   City of Tukwila 
7)  Tyler Patterson Tacoma Public Utilities 
8)  Katie Moxley The Boeing Company 
9)  Steve Lee Covington Water 
10)  Tracy Stanton  Green Duwamish Urban Waters Federal Partnership 
11)  Michelle Clark King County Flood Control District  
12)  Cleo Neculae Washington Department of Ecology  
13)  Stewart Reinbold   Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife  
14)  Vivian Roach Washington Department of Natural Resources 

Alternates 
Present 

15)  Mike Mactutis City of Kent  
16)  Jessie Medrow City of Normandy Park 
17)  Ron Straka City of Renton 
18)  Dan Smith City of SeaTac 
19)  Martha Neuman City of Seattle 
20)  Mike Perfetti City of Tukwila 
21)  Josh Baldi King County 
22)  Marc Marcantonio Covington Water 
23)  Steven Schauer King County Flood Control District 
24)  Tracy Banaszynski Mid Sound Fisheries Enhancement Group 
25)  Jenn Stebbings Port of Seattle 

Other Attendees 
26)  Alex Johnson City of Des Moines 
27)  Omar Akkari City of Seattle 
28)  Heidi Watters City of Tukwila 
29)  Kollin Higgins King County  
30)  Jasmin Ka King County 
31)  Alicia Kellogg King County 
32)  Molly Taptich The Boeing Company 
33)  Daniel Collins  Nicoterra 
34)  Elizabeth Mackey Trout Unlimited 
35)  Natane Moore Washington Department of Natural Resources 

 WRIA 9 Staff 
36)  Matt Goehring WRIA 9 Salmon Recovery Manager 
37)  Suzanna Smith WRIA 9 Habitat Projects Coordinator 
38)  Iris Kemp WRIA 9 Technical Coordinator 
39)  Renee Leichliter WRIA 9 Administrative Coordinator 

I) Call to Order / Introductions 
Councilmember Toni Troutner, Co-Chair, called the Watershed Ecosystem Forum (WEF) meeting to 
order at 4:00 p.m. Co-Chair Troutner asked for introductions to establish quorum.  

II) Public Comment  
No public comment.  
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WRIA 9 Watershed Ecosystem Forum (WEF) Meeting Summary 
Microsoft Teams || February 12, 2026, 4:00 – 6:00 p.m. 

 

 

III) November Meeting Notes  
The November 13, 2025, WEF meeting summary was discussed, Co-Chair Troutner asked Forum 
members if there were any revisions to the meeting summary prior to requesting a motion to approve 
the WEF meeting summary. 

CM Lydia Assefa-Dawson, City of Federal Way, moved to approve the meeting summary and CM Jennifer 
Harjehausen, City of Covington, seconded. 

Action: WEF approved meeting summary for November 13, 2025 WEF meeting. 
 

IV) Salmon Recovery Manager Report – Matt Goehring, Salmon Recovery Manager    
Matt provided an update on Howard A. Hanson Dam and thanked Senator Murray and partners Tacoma 
Water and Covington Water for all their work behind the scenes. In January, the Energy and Water 
Development appropriation included $190 million for this project.  Full funding is generally needed in hand 
to proceed with construction, but the language in the most recent update allows them to proceed with 
incremental funding. The total appropriations received since 2022 for downstream fish passage totals $460 
million. 
 
Matt shared an update from the Salmon Recovery Summit event held in December. Partners from WRIAs 7, 
8, and 9 came together to reflect on 25 years of regional salmon recovery efforts. Past and present partners 
joined together to share experiences ranging from the original formation of the WRIA partnerships to how 
emerging research and evolving best available science has influenced our approach looking forward. View 
the video “25 Years of Salmon Recovery”, that reflects on the work done to create the model for salmon 
recovery and highlights how it continues to support and guide our work today and into the future. 

 
V) WRIA 9 Annual Client Satisfaction Survey – Renee Leichliter, WRIA 9 Administrative Coordinator     

Renee presented the results of the client survey that was conducted at the November Forum meeting. This 
survey is done annually to provide feedback to King County, as service provider to the WRIA 9 Watershed 
Ecosystem Forum, on the services provided by the WRIA 9 team. The results of the survey included ways 
WRIA 9 could better assist organizations in advancing salmon recovery efforts and future meeting topic 
ideas.   

 
VI) King County Conservation Futures – Jasmine Ka, King County  

Jasmin shared information about the Conservation Futures program and funding recommendations for the 
2026 grant round. Conservation Futures is a grant program authorized at the state level and funded locally 
by county tax collections. Funding goes towards acquisition of a broad range of open space sites. In 2018, 
the County launched the Land Conservation Initiative, which has a vision to preserve high conservation 
value open spaces while ensuring equitable access for all. To do that, the program has made changes that 
significantly increased the amount of funding available and reduced barriers for applicants. The 2026 
application round has brought forth $28.4 million in funding for 14 projects and 378 acres in WRIA 9. 

These projects include: 
• City of Seattle – Delridge Native Forest - $5.6 million 
• City of Tukwila and Forterra NW – Duwamish Hill Preserve Addition #3 - $349,000 
• King County – Skyway Stormwater Park - $2.8 million 
• Normandy Park – Shoreline Protection Acquisition Project - $6.5 million 
• King County – Soos Creek Sub-basin Acquisitions - $3.3 million 
• City of Auburn – Soos Creek Botanical Garden Preservation - $2.1 million  
• King County – Bell Ravine Alluvial Fan Property Acquisition - $89,000 
• King County – Green River/Newaukum Creek Acquisitions - $4.2 million  
• Tacoma Water – Tacoma Water Abston Acquisition - $150,000  
• Vashon-Maury Island Land Trust – Vashon Creeks and Estuaries - $80,000 
• Vashon-Maury Island Land Trust – Vashon Marine Shorelines - $3.4 million  
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WRIA 9 Watershed Ecosystem Forum (WEF) Meeting Summary 
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• King County – Maury Island Natural Area - $ 1.2 million  
 
The team is now working with Council to finalize these awards, so these applicants can move forward 
with their exciting projects. More information is available on the Conservation Futures website. 

 
VII) 2026 Grant Round Update – Suzanna Smith, WRIA 9 Habitat Projects Coordinator  

Suzanna presented the 2026 grant round funding overview and timeline. This is a big funding year, and the 
total projected funding is an estimated total of $5,917,995 which includes funds from Cooperative 
Watershed Management (CWM) and Salmon Recovery Funding Board (SRFB) and Puget Sound Acquisition 
and Restoration Fund (PSAR). SRFB and PSAR amounts are not final and will be up to the legislature.  
 
Suzanna shared 48 Notices of Intent (NOIs) were received for the 2026 grant round. 
NOIs per program: 

• High Priority Capital – 22 
• Monitoring and Research – 7 
• Revegetation Grant (Regreen the Green) – 13 
• Stewardship, Engagement, and Learning (SEaL) – Year 3* - 6 

*SEaL will open for new applications next year 
 

Funding requests for these NOIs total $13,715,832.11. WRIA 9 will have to find a way to scale these down 
and work with partners to find alternative funding solutions for some projects. 

 
Next steps for the grant round are full applications are due for CWM and SRFB/PSAR on 2/27 with site visits 
to follow in March. The full funding package will be brought for Forum approval at the May meeting. Matt 
added the WRIA is interested in working with partners to see how past funded projects fared in the recent 
floods and if there is potential maintenance that could come up as a result. 

 
VIII) Chinook Status Update and December Flood Reflections – Iris Kemp, WRIA 9 Technical Coordinator and 

Kollin Higgins, King County 
 Iris shared information on the salmon life cycle and the complexities they face throughout their lives given 

various factors. Juveniles moving downstream are intercepted at the Green River Smolt Trap, staffed by 
WDFW. Since 2000 this has produced annual fish out data for juveniles migrating out of the Middle Green. 
In 2025, outmigrant abundance was well above the 10-year average but the size at which they move 
downstream and pass the smolt trap tells us a lot about the conditions and habitat they need in the river. 
In 2025, about 95% of outmigrants were fry size. Estuary fry outmigrants contribute less than 5% of adult 
returns, so it is critical for Lower Green rearing habitat to allow space for them to rear longer. The WRIA is 
learning with every restoration habitat project – if you build it, they will come. 

 
Traditionally once Green River Chinook leave to oceanic waters, data becomes a black box and is 
compressed into the single metric of survival to adult return. This is complex because some go north, south, 
and some never leave Puget Sound. WA growing body of research highlights that the early experience of 
fish is a big driver to if it survives at sea. Escapement in 2025 was 14,652 and just below the 10-year 
average. This exceeded the hatchery rack escapement goal, but spawning ground escapement is low this 
year with the majority of fish being hatchery origin fish and only 478 natural origin. This is outside of target 
range and unusual because typically escapement is within that range.  

 
Kollin shared information on the recent floods, fish, and restoration. In comparison to other years, the 
floods in December 2025 were much higher and longer than normal. The reservoir and the dam still 
functioned but there was a lot of water in the system. When there is high flow during incubation period the 
redds get scoured out of gravel. Unfortunately, all the flooding occurred during December, and the Chinook 
salmon freshwater timeline states eggs typically stay in gravel through January, it is likely many redds were 
lost. 
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Some points of note, spawners in the Green River on average are composed of 3, 4, and 5-6 years olds. 
Spawners that are 5-6 years old are typically bigger, have more eggs, and bury their eggs deeper. In 4 years’ 
time, fish that spawned in October of 2025 will return but there will also be older and younger fish that 
return as well.  In a typical year there isn’t enough rearing habitat, so Fry leave Middle Green looking for a 
place to rear. A low production year with fewer fry means less competition for rearing habitat hopefully 
leading to bigger juveniles and a higher likelihood of survival to adulthood. 

 
Kollin shared a series of photos that show habitat projects year to year, including flood photos from 2012 
and recent December 2025 floods. He reminded folks that the WRIA plan strategies focus on removing and 
setting back levees and revetments, reconnecting the floodplain, and restoring and creating off channel 
habitats, which all help in conditions we saw in December. The key takeaway is to remember salmon 
evolved with floods and are resilient!  

 
Discussion:  
Matt asked what do wild fish that show up at the hatchery end up getting used for? Iris clarified some are 
used for broodstock. Kollin added sometimes adults get put into Newaukum Creek and see if they will stay 
and spawn, sometimes they end up as food, it is different year to year.  
 
Tracy Stanton asked what happens to wood from floods and where does it go? Kollin clarified it is handled 
on a case-by-case basis. Sometimes the USACE will go out and pluck it out for safety and sometimes it will 
stay in Puget Sound.  

 
IX) Wrap Up/Next Steps - Matt Goehring, Salmon Recovery Manager   
 WRIA 9 team and grant review committee members will review applications and bring draft 

recommendations for funding package at May meeting.   
 

X) Adjourn: Co-Chair Troutner thanked everyone for attending and is looking forward to joining everyone at the 
next meeting on May 14, 2026 at 4:00 p.m. 

The meeting adjourned at 6:00 p.m.  
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WRIA 9 2026 Funding Package 
Suzanna Smith, Habitat Projects Coordinator 
Matt Goehring, Salmon Recovery Manager  
Iris Kemp, Technical Coordinator 

Thursday May 14, 2026 |WRIA 9 Watershed Ecosystem Forum 

  

To view detailed submitted application materials, please visit: 
https://app.box.com/s/mp3tcxhln7ukefqlgchmap04izsd5t0k  

To provide comments on any project application, please email Suzanna Smith 
susmith@kingcounty.gov. 

 

Decision Item: Consider recommending for approval the 2026 WRIA 9 funding package as 
presented for Flood Control District Cooperative Watershed Management (CWM), Salmon 
Recovery Funding Board (SRFB), and Puget Sound Acquisition and Restoration (PSAR) funding. 

Key Considerations for this Decision:  
• Auburn Narrows is also competing for RCO Targeted Investment funding for $1M in 

2026. If successful, 2026 CWM funding will shift to Nelsen Side Channel.  
• Beaconsfield Feeder Bluff – Acquisition and Normandy Park Shoreline Restoration will be 

bundled with Marine View Park South Extension (PRISM #26-1217) under SRFB/PSAR as 
a “geographic envelope1” project.  

• All SEaL awards have been increased by 10% to account for program growth and 
inflation. 

• Status and Trends funding recommended for WDFW smolt trap and large wood surveys. 
• SRFB and PSAR funding level is not yet final. 

The WRIA 9 Implementation Technical Committee reviewed and recommended this funding 
package, at the April 15th ITC meeting, for Forum consideration. If approved by the Forum 
today, the Flood Control District will consider CWM grants in late summer/fall 2026 and the 
SRFB will consider SRFB grants for approval in September 2026.  

 
1 An applicant with an acquisition project must identify specific parcels. However, an applicant may propose buying 
multiple properties within stream reaches, estuaries, or nearshore areas if purchasing any parcel within the 
specified area will achieve the project’s objectives. In that case, identify a geographic envelope, including all the 
possible parcels that will provide similar benefits to fish and certainty of success, in the salmon proposal. These 
parcels should be contiguous or nearly contiguous and include similar conservation values to make them 
effectively interchangeable when being evaluated for funding. Clearly describe how parcels will be prioritized and 
pursued for acquisition. (Manual 18 RCO) 
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Funding Recommendations 
Overview of WRIA 9 Funding Recommendations 
 

Grant Program CWM % Funding Source TOTAL 
CWM SRFB PSAR 
 $4,658,862   $295,895   $1,100,987   $ 6,055,744  

High Priority Capital Projects 64%  $    2,997,087   $   295,895   $    1,100,987   $ 4,393,969  
Monitoring and Research  15%  $        677,909   $                -     $                    -     $     677,909  
Regreen the Green Fund  13%  $        588,782   $                -     $                    -     $     588,782  
Stewardship, Engagement, and Learning  4%  $        195,084   $                -     $                    -     $     195,084  
Project Implementation  4%  $        200,000   $                -     $                    -     $     200,000  

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 100%  $    4,658,862   $   295,895   $    1,100,987   $ 6,055,744  
REMAINING AVAILABLE AMOUNT    $                    -     $                -     $                    -      
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and Learning
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High Priority Project Implementation Fund 65%  Requested  
 Recommended  

 CWM   SRFB   PSAR  
 $     2,795,317   $      295,895   $     1,100,987  

Arroyos Natural Area Shoreline Restoration Feasibility Assessment 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
   

 $        126,525   $        126,525      
Auburn Narrows Restoration - Construction  $     1,000,000   $     1,000,000     Alt  
Beaconsfield Feeder Bluff - Acquisition  $          30,000    

  
  

  
 $      295,895  

  

  
 $     1,100,987  

  
Marine View Park South Extension   $        975,000  
Normandy Park Shoreline Restoration  $          62,500  
Mill Creek Wetland Complex Feasibility  $        244,914   $        125,000      
Soos Creek Supplemental Wood Exploration  $        153,169   $        153,169      
Spring Beach Armoring Removal  $        690,000   $        690,000      
Duwamish Hill Preserve Phase 3  $        200,725   $                -        
Lower Springbrook Creek Restoration Phase 1  $        434,000   $        120,000      
Nelsen Side Channel  $     1,338,000   $        250,732      
Des Moines Creek Estuary Restoration - Final Design  $        350,000   $        150,000      
Lower Shinglemill LWD & BDA Final Design  $        155,000   $                -        
Intake Creek Fish Passage Improvement Project  $        214,946   $        214,946      
Normandy Park Culvert Replacement at The Cove  $          25,000   $         35,227      
Normandy Park Fish Barrier Removal at the Swim Club  $          15,000   $         20,488      
North Maury Bulkhead Removal  $        111,000   $        111,000      
Vashon Hangar Removal & Nearshore Restoration   $        270,000   $                -        
WRIA 9 Capital Projects Implementation 2027*  $        200,000   $        200,000     

High Priority Project Implementation Fund Total $4,425,142  $     6,595,779   $     3,197,087   $     295,895   $     1,100,987  
Remaining Funding      $      (401,770)  $              -     $                -    

 *Included in capital for presentation purposes
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Monitoring Fund 15%  Requested   Recommended  

Addressing Stormwater Impacts on Chinook in Runoff-Impaired Watersheds 

 

 $     165,000   $          165,000  

Assessing the value of freshwater habitats through juvenile Chinook salmon prey availability and foraging 
opportunities   $     249,494   $          249,494  

Lower Duwamish Invasive Assessment & Control  $       19,050   $                   -    
Tracking juvenile Chinook salmon use of the Green and Duwamish Rivers with Passive Integrated 
Transponder tags  $     150,415   $          150,415  

WRIA 9 Status & Trends 
Green River Screw Trap - 2027   

  
 $       93,000   $            93,000  

Lower Green & Duwamish Large Wood Survey  $       20,000   $            20,000  
Monitoring Fund Total  $      698,829   $           696,959   $          677,909  

Remaining Funding       $            20,920  
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ReGreen the Green 15%  Requested   Recommended  
2026 CWM Hess Site and Expansion 

  

 $           40,000   $            40,000  
2026 CWM Palmer Slough Phase 1  $           25,000   $                   -    
Burns Creek Wyman Morris  $           74,960   $            74,960  
CWM 2026 Little Soos Creek Restoration  $           40,000   $                   -    
Green River and Christy Creek Planting  $           50,000   $            50,000  
Horsehead Bend Natural Area Understory Improvements  $         150,000   $          150,000  
Lower Green Riparian Maintenance Phase VI   $           40,000   $            40,000  
Millcreek Riparian Corridor Restoration Project  $         115,000   $            50,000  
New Revegetation at Foster Golf Links  $           75,000   $            60,000  
SeaTac - Des Moines Creek Park invasive plant removal and replanting  $         150,000   $            50,000  
Upper Hamm Creek and Turning Point Riparian Revegetation  $           73,822   $            73,822  

Small Grant Fund Total  $     698,829   $         833,782   $          588,782  
Remaining Funding     $          110,047  
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Stewardship, Engagement, and Learning  5% Requested  Recommended  
BeachNET: engaging communities for a healthy Puget Sound - Year 3 

  

 $      38,016   $             38,016  
Burien Green Teens – Year 3  $      23,100   $             23,100  
Delridge Greenspace Restoration and Education - Year 3  $      35,638   $             35,638  
Environmental Heroes: Improving Watershed Health and Salmon Habitat Through Education and 
Outreach - Year 3  $      59,400   $             59,400  

Salmon in Schools - Year 3  $      15,771   $             15,771  
Youth Watershed Education, Stewardship, and Community Science - Year 3  $      23,159   $             23,159  

Stewardship, Engagement, and Learning Fund Total  $     232,943   $     195,084   $           195,084  
Remaining Funding      $            37,859  

Includes a 10% increase for all projects from the 2025 amounts, except for Burien Green Teens which is adjusting from 2025 funding levels.
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Project Descriptions 
High Priority Capital Projects  

Total number of projects: 19 projects (including Project Implementation Award Funding) 

Total Funding Request: $6,595,779 | Total Recommended Funding Amount: $3,197,087 
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Arroyos Natural Area Shoreline Restoration Feasibility Assessment 
CWM Request: $126,525 | SRFB Request: $0 | TOTAL Recommended Funding: $126,525 (CWM) 

The Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust, in partnership with the City of Seattle Department of Parks & Recreation 
(SPR), will conduct a geotechnical feasibility assessment to evaluate shoreline restoration and armor removal at the City-
owned Arroyos Natural Area in West Seattle. This project represents the first phase of a larger effort along 
approximately 700 feet of marine shoreline identified in the WRIA 9 Salmon Habitat Plan (Project NS-49), and will assess 
slope stability, safety considerations, and overall feasibility of removing existing shoreline armoring. 

The project includes consultant selection, completion of a geotechnical report, and development of materials to inform 
City decision-making. Findings will guide potential future phases, including geomorphic analysis, design, and 
implementation, and support progress toward regional nearshore habitat restoration goals. 
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Auburn Narrows Restoration – Construction 
CWM Request: $1,000,000 | SRFB Request: $1,000,000 (Targeted Investment) | TOTAL Recommended Funding: 
$1,000,000 (CWM) 

King County Water and Land Resources Division proposes to implement floodplain reconnection and habitat restoration 
at the Auburn Narrows Natural Area (River Mile 33, Middle Green River). The project targets a constrained river reach 
where historic channelization, levees, and infrastructure have reduced floodplain connectivity and limited off-channel 
rearing habitat for juvenile Chinook and steelhead. 
 
The project will restore approximately 5–6 acres of floodplain and 1,500 feet of shoreline through levee removal or 
modification, floodplain grading, installation of engineered logjams, and addition of gravel to promote sediment 
deposition and channel complexity. These actions are designed to raise baseflow elevations, reconnect side channels, 
and improve access to low-velocity rearing habitat while maintaining flood risk balance. 
 
This effort advances a Tier 1 WRIA 9 priority (MG-20) by restoring process-based floodplain function and increasing the 
quantity and quality of off-channel habitat critical for juvenile salmon survival in the Middle Green River. 
 

 
 
Beaconsfield Feeder Bluff – Acquisition 
CWM Request: $30,000 | SRFB Request: $1,396,882 | TOTAL Recommended Funding: $1,396,882 (SRFB/PSAR) 

The City of Normandy Park proposes to acquire the remaining six privately owned parcels at Beaconsfield on the Sound 
to consolidate public ownership along an ecologically significant feeder bluff and nearshore shoreline. This 
approximately four-acre site, designated as a Priority Action Area (NS-11) in the WRIA 9 Salmon Habitat Plan, plays a 
critical role in sediment supply and nearshore processes that support forage fish spawning and salmonid migration and 
rearing. 
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Currently, approximately 80 percent of the shoreline is armored, limiting natural sediment transport and impairing 
habitat function. A prior feasibility study found that portions of the armoring could be removed without compromising 
bluff stability, but fragmented ownership has constrained restoration planning and implementation. 

This project represents a key early phase in a long-term shoreline restoration strategy, using Cooperative Watershed 
Management funds to leverage secured Conservation Futures funding for appraisal and acquisition. Consolidating 
ownership will prevent further armoring, protect sediment processes, and position the site for future bulkhead removal 
and nearshore habitat restoration. 

This project will be bundled with Normandy Park’s Marine View Park South Extension within SRFB/PSAR.  
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Des Moines Creek Estuary Restoration - Final Design 
CWM Request: $350,000 | SRFB Request: $0 | TOTAL Recommended Funding: $150,000 (CWM) 

The City of Des Moines proposes to advance design of the Des Moines Creek Estuary Restoration project, a Tier 2 priority 
project in the WRIA 9 Salmon Habitat Plan, to address chronic flooding and restore critical pocket estuary habitat at the 
mouth of Des Moines Creek. The lower reach of the creek is highly modified, with extensive bank armoring and 
sediment accumulation contributing to frequent flooding of Des Moines Beach Park and degraded instream and 
nearshore habitat conditions. 

This project will complete engineering design and supporting analyses to restore estuarine function, reduce flood risk, 
and improve habitat complexity for juvenile Chinook salmon. Proposed future actions include removing shoreline 
armoring, reconfiguring the channel, and restoring a functional pocket estuary to provide off-channel rearing habitat in a 
highly constrained nearshore environment. 

Advancing design will position the project for implementation, addressing both community flood risks and regional 
habitat recovery priorities through a multi-benefit restoration approach. 
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Duwamish Hill Preserve Phase 3 
CWM Request: $200,725 | SRFB Request: $0 | TOTAL Recommended Funding: $0 

The City of Tukwila proposes to restore four newly acquired parcels at the southeastern edge of Duwamish Hill Preserve 
to expand riparian habitat and improve ecological function along the Duwamish River at River Mile 7. These parcels, 
totaling approximately 0.65 acres, were acquired to protect the Preserve from development, buffer adjacent residential 
areas, and support implementation of Phase III of the Duwamish Hill Preserve Master Plan.  

The project will remove invasive vegetation, reestablish native plant communities, and improve habitat connectivity 
while developing trail and gateway design concepts that balance ecological protection with public access. Restoration 
actions include site assessment, invasive species removal, soil stabilization, native planting, and monitoring to ensure 
long-term establishment and function of the riparian buffer.  

This work will enhance shading, organic inputs, and overall habitat quality for salmonids, while preparing the site for 
future shoreline restoration as part of a larger, multi-phase effort at Duwamish Hill Preserve. 
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Intake Creek Fish Passage Improvement Project 
CWM Request: $214,946 | SRFB Request: $0 | TOTAL Recommended Funding: $214,946 (CWM) 

Trout Unlimited proposes to implement the Intake Creek Fish Passage Improvement Project in the Upper Green River 
watershed by replacing an existing culverted road crossing on U.S. Forest Service Road 52 with a 100-foot span bridge. 
The current crossing, consisting of three undersized culverts, restricts fish passage and limits access to upstream habitat. 

The project will restore full fish passage for all species 
and life stages, reconnecting approximately 1.0 mile of 
upstream tributary habitat that historically supported 
Chinook, coho, and other salmonids. Design is currently 
at the 90% level, with final plans anticipated in 2026 
and construction planned for 2027. 

This project is part of the broader Snoquera Landscape 
restoration effort and supports WRIA 9 fish passage 
goals by addressing key barriers in the Upper Green 
subwatershed and improving long-term habitat 
connectivity. 
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Lower Springbrook Creek Restoration Phase 1 
CWM Request: $434,000 | SRFB Request: $0 | TOTAL Recommended Funding: $120,000 (CWM) 

The City of Renton proposes to implement Phase 1 of the Lower Springbrook Creek Restoration project, advancing the 
Springbrook Creek Habitat Restoration Action Plan at two pilot sites between River Mile 0.0 and 0.6. The project focuses 
on improving water quality and salmon habitat in a highly constrained urban channel through invasive species removal, 
riparian buffer enhancement, and targeted large woody material placement to increase habitat complexity and bank 
stability. 

This phase will develop a Corridor Management Plan, preliminary designs, and planting specifications to guide long-term 
restoration across the 2.9-mile reach. Implementation at Sites 1 and 2 will serve as pilot efforts to refine vegetation 
management strategies and support scalable restoration approaches in similarly constrained urban environments. 

The project will improve shading, water quality, and habitat conditions for salmonids while establishing a cost-effective, 
adaptive framework for future restoration actions along Springbrook Creek. 
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Lower Shinglemill LWD & BDA Final Design 
CWM Request: $155,000 | SRFB Request: $0 | TOTAL Recommended Funding: $0 

Vashon Maury Island Land Trust proposes to complete final design for the Lower Shinglemill Large Woody Debris (LWD) and Beaver Dam Analog (BDA) 
restoration project along the lower half-mile of Shinglemill Creek. The creek currently lacks wood and channel complexity due to historic land use, resulting in an 
entrenched, simplified channel that is disconnected from its floodplain and provides limited rearing habitat for salmonids. 

This project will develop final engineering designs to install large wood structures and BDAs to reconnect the creek to its historic floodplain, increase channel 
braiding, and create slow-water habitat and prey resources for juvenile salmon. The design will build on prior 30% design work and include technical analysis, 
cost estimating, permitting, and coordination with project partners and a technical advisory committee. 

Completion of final design will position the project for future implementation, advancing a process-based restoration approach that improves habitat 
complexity, supports climate resilience, and enhances rearing conditions for juvenile Chinook and other salmonids along Vashon’s nearshore system. 
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Marine View Park South Extension  
CWM Request: $975,000 | SRFB Request: $TBD | TOTAL Recommended Funding: $1,396,882 (SRFB/PSAR) 

The City of Normandy Park proposes to acquire 
approximately 6.5 acres of land, including nearly 400 feet of 
Puget Sound shoreline, as part of the Marine View Park 
South Extension project. This acquisition advances the City’s 
long-term vision to connect over one mile of publicly owned 
shoreline from Beaconsfield south to the City of Des Moines’ 
Beach Park, supporting protection and restoration of 
nearshore habitat and sediment processes critical to salmon 
recovery. 

The project will use Cooperative Watershed Management 
funds to meet a required match for already secured 
Conservation Futures funding, which will cover the majority 
of acquisition costs. Securing these parcels will prevent 
further shoreline modification, protect intact nearshore 
habitat, and position the site for future restoration actions 
consistent with WRIA 9 priorities. 

This acquisition represents a key step in a broader, phased 
shoreline protection and restoration strategy, enabling long-
term habitat connectivity and supporting regional salmon 
recovery goals in the Puget Sound nearshore. 

This project will be bundled with Normandy Park’s Beaconsfield Feeder Bluff-Acquisition and Normandy Park Shoreline 
Restoration within SRFB/PSAR.  

 

 

Mill Creek Wetland Complex Feasibility 
CWM Request: $244,914 | SRFB Request: $0 | TOTAL Recommended Funding: $125,000 (CWM) 

Mid Sound Fisheries Enhancement Group proposes to implement riparian and floodplain restoration along Mill Creek 
(River Mile 2.3–2.5), a tributary to the Lower Green River, to improve habitat conditions and advance a Tier 1 priority 
restoration reach (LG-8) identified in the WRIA 9 Salmon Habitat Plan. The project will restore approximately 4.85 acres 
of riparian wetland habitat through invasive species removal, native revegetation, and installation of habitat features to 
improve channel complexity and ecological function. 

The project builds on successful upstream restoration efforts and applies similar methods to expand habitat connectivity 
and improve conditions for salmonids. Design and cost estimates are informed by comparable restoration projects and 
scaled to reflect site conditions, with an emphasis on efficient implementation and long-term habitat performance. 

This work will enhance shading, organic inputs, and floodplain connectivity while supporting broader restoration 
objectives along Mill Creek and the Lower Green River system. 
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North Maury Bulkhead Removal  
CWM Request: $111,000 | SRFB Request: $0 | TOTAL Recommended Funding: $111,000 (CWM) 

Vashon-Maury Island Land Trust proposes to complete final 
design for the North Maury Island Bulkhead Removal and 
Shoreline Restoration project, a priority nearshore 
restoration site in the WRIA 9 Salmon Habitat Plan. The 
project area includes approximately 340 feet of armored 
shoreline, where existing bulkheads have disrupted 
sediment processes and limited nearshore habitat critical for 
forage fish and juvenile salmon. 

This project will advance design to remove shoreline 
armoring and restore natural beach conditions, including 
sediment transport, large wood placement, and native 
vegetation to improve habitat complexity and ecological 
function. Design work will include engineering, permitting, 
and coordination to prepare for future implementation. 

Completion of final design will position the project for 
construction, supporting restoration of sediment processes 
and nearshore habitat that are essential to salmon recovery 
in Puget Sound. 
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Nelsen Side Channel 
CWM Request: $1,338,000 | SRFB Request: $1,338,000 | TOTAL Recommended Funding: $250,732 (CWM) 

The City of Tukwila proposes to complete final design and permitting for the Nelsen Side Channel Salmon Habitat Project along the Lower Green River. The 
project will restore a historic side channel and reconnect approximately five acres of floodplain by integrating newly acquired property into the overall project 
footprint, expanding opportunities for off-channel rearing habitat and flood storage. 

The project will create off-channel, low-flow habitat to provide high-flow refuge and foraging conditions for juvenile Chinook salmon, while restoring riparian 
forest, installing large wood, and improving overall habitat complexity. Design will also incorporate flood risk reduction elements and public access features, 
advancing a multi-benefit approach consistent with WRIA 9 priorities. 

Completion of final design will position the project for future implementation, supporting increased habitat connectivity, improved ecological function, and long-
term floodplain resilience in the Lower Green River system. 
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Normandy Park Culvert Replacement at The Cove 
CWM Request: $35,227 | SRFB Request: $0 | TOTAL Recommended Funding: $35,227 (CWM) 

Mid Sound Fisheries Enhancement Group proposes to conduct a feasibility study and preliminary investigation to 
evaluate correction of a fish passage barrier at The Cove in Normandy Park. The project will assess a damaged culvert 
identified by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife that is restricting salmonid access to upstream habitat and 
impairing watershed connectivity. 

The project will include site assessment, hydraulic and condition analysis, and evaluation of alternatives for barrier 
correction, such as culvert removal, replacement with a fish-passable structure, or channel regrading. The effort will also 
involve coordination with the private landowner to confirm feasibility and build support for future implementation. 

This phase will verify barrier conditions, identify 
restoration potential, and position the project to advance 
to design and construction funding, supporting WRIA 9 
goals to remove fish passage barriers and improve habitat 
connectivity. 

 

Normandy Park Fish Barrier Removal at the Swim Club 
CWM Request: $20,488 | SRFB Request: $0 | TOTAL 
Recommended Funding: $20,488 (CWM) 

Mid Sound Fisheries Enhancement Group proposes to 
conduct a feasibility study and preliminary design for 
correction of a fish passage barrier at the Normandy Park 
Swim Club. The existing culvert is a partial barrier to fish 
passage, limiting access to upstream habitat and constraining ecological function within this urban watershed. 

The project will evaluate site conditions, perform hydraulic analysis, and develop conceptual design alternatives to 
improve fish passage, such as culvert replacement or channel modifications. The effort includes coordination with the 
private landowner to assess feasibility and support future implementation. 

This work will confirm barrier conditions, identify restoration opportunities, and position the project to advance to final 
design and construction, supporting WRIA 9 goals for improved habitat connectivity. 
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Normandy Park Shoreline Restoration  
CWM Request: $62,500 | SRFB Request: $1,396,882 | TOTAL Recommended Funding: $1,396,882 (SRFB/PSAR) 

The City of Normandy Park proposes to demolish structures and 
remove hardscape on recently acquired shoreline parcels 
totaling approximately 600 feet of Puget Sound shoreline. This 
project represents a critical early phase in a larger shoreline 
acquisition and restoration effort adjacent to Marine View Park, 
where existing development currently limits natural coastal 
processes and habitat function. 

Demolition of residential structures, bulkheads, and associated 
hardscape will allow the site to transition back to open space 
and enable future restoration of feeder bluff processes, including 
natural erosion, sediment input, and recovery of intertidal and 
nearshore habitat. The project supports a Tier 1 action area in 
the WRIA 9 Salmon Habitat Plan and advances long-term goals 
for forage fish spawning and juvenile salmon rearing habitat. 

This phase removes key barriers to full shoreline restoration and 
positions the site for future armoring removal and habitat 
enhancement as part of a broader nearshore recovery strategy. 

This project will be bundled with Normandy Park’s Marine View 
Park South Extension within SRFB/PSAR.  
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Soos Creek Supplemental Wood Exploration 
CWM Request: $153,169 | SRFB Request: $0 | TOTAL Recommended Funding: $153,169 (CWM) 

Mid Sound Fisheries Enhancement Group proposes to update a prior feasibility study and develop a conceptual design 
to explore large woody debris (LWD) placement and riparian restoration along the lower mile of Soos Creek within the 
King County-owned Hatchery Natural Area. This reach provides important spawning and rearing habitat for juvenile 
Chinook salmon but currently lacks sufficient instream wood and coniferous riparian cover to support channel 
complexity and habitat function. 

The project will reassess earlier feasibility findings under current site conditions and advance a conceptual design that 
includes wood placement strategies, riparian planting, cost estimates, permitting considerations, and construction 
approaches such as helicopter-assisted log placement. The work will also include hydraulic modeling and coordination 
with King County and technical partners to evaluate constraints and refine restoration alternatives. 

Completion of this phase will confirm project feasibility and position the site for future final design and implementation, 
supporting WRIA 9 goals to improve channel complexity, floodplain function, and habitat conditions for salmonids in the 
Middle Green subwatershed. 
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Spring Beach Armoring Removal 
CWM Request: $690,000 | SRFB Request: $0 | TOTAL Recommended Funding: $690,000 (CWM) 

King County Water and Land Resources Division proposes to complete final design and permitting for the Spring Beach 
Armoring Removal project, a Tier 1 nearshore project (NS-62) in the WRIA 9 Salmon Habitat Plan. The project will restore 
approximately 180 feet of marine shoreline by removing creosote bulkheads and shoreline armoring, as well as 
associated residential structures, to reestablish natural feeder bluff processes and improve nearshore habitat 
conditions. 

This phase will advance the project to a shovel-ready stage through engineering design, permitting, and coordination, 
supporting future implementation using barge-based construction methods to remove structures and restore the site. 
Restoration actions will improve sediment supply, reduce contamination from creosote materials, and enhance forage 
fish spawning and juvenile salmon rearing habitat. 

Completion of final design and permitting will position the project for construction and support long-term recovery of 
nearshore processes and habitat in this priority reach of Puget Sound. 
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Vashon Hangar Removal & Nearshore Restoration  
CWM Request: $270,000 | SRFB Request: $0 | TOTAL Recommended Funding: $0 

Mid Sound Fisheries Enhancement Group proposes to 
implement the Vashon Hangar Removal and Nearshore 
Restoration project on the northeast shore of Vashon Island by 
removing a derelict seaplane hangar and restoring natural 
shoreline processes. The existing structure, including concrete 
walls, ramps, and eroding fill, disrupts sediment transport, 
narrows the beach, and degrades nearshore habitat critical for 
forage fish and juvenile salmon. 

The project will remove the hangar and associated debris and 
restore approximately 275 feet of shoreline to a natural 
condition, allowing beach processes to reestablish and 
supporting sediment deposition, habitat complexity, and prey 
production. Restoration will also enhance upper beach 
conditions and native vegetation to improve shoreline stability 
and ecological function. 

This effort advances process-based nearshore restoration and 
supports WRIA 9 goals to improve sediment dynamics, forage 
fish spawning habitat, and juvenile salmon rearing conditions 
along Vashon’s shoreline. 

 

 
 
WRIA 9 Capital Projects Implementation 2027 
CWM Request: $200,000 | SRFB Request: $0 | TOTAL Recommended Funding: $200,000 (CWM) 

King County Water and Land Resources Division seeks funding to provide coordination, technical support, and program 
management to advance projects and priorities identified in the 2021 WRIA 9 Salmon Habitat Plan. This programmatic 
effort supports development of funding strategies, grant program administration, project development, and technical 
assistance to project sponsors across the Green/Duwamish watershed. 

Key tasks include managing WRIA-led grant programs, supporting project sponsors with grant writing and technical 
review, advancing priority habitat projects, and maintaining tracking tools and reporting systems to monitor progress 
toward salmon recovery goals. The program also supports status and trends monitoring, data collection, and analysis to 
inform adaptive management and improve implementation effectiveness. 

This work provides the capacity, coordination, and technical foundation necessary to deliver capital habitat projects and 
achieve watershed-scale recovery outcomes consistent with WRIA 9 priorities.
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Monitoring and Research Grants 
Total number of grant applications: 6 applications (2 non-compete Status and Trends) 

Total Funding Request: $696,959 | Total Recommended Funding Amount: $677,909 

 
Tracking Juvenile Chinook Salmon Use of the Duwamish River with Passive Integrated Transponder (PIT) Tags 

CWM Request: $150,415| TOTAL Recommended Funding: $150,415 

University of Washington School of Aquatic and Fishery Sciences proposes implementing a monitoring project to track 
juvenile Chinook salmon use of nearshore habitats in the Green/Duwamish watershed. The project will build on prior 
monitoring efforts to better understand how juvenile Chinook utilize restored and reference sites, with a focus on 
habitat use, timing, and growth during early marine residence. 

The project will use beach seining and related field methods to collect data across multiple nearshore locations, paired 
with environmental measurements to assess habitat conditions influencing salmon presence and performance. Data will 
be analyzed to evaluate the effectiveness of restoration actions and inform adaptive management and future project 
design. 

This effort supports WRIA 9 monitoring priorities by filling key data gaps on nearshore habitat use and providing 
information critical to improving restoration outcomes and advancing Chinook recovery in Puget Sound. 
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Addressing Stormwater Impacts on Chinook in Runoff-Impaired Watersheds 
CWM Request: $165,000| TOTAL Recommended Funding: $165,000 

Washington State University proposes to conduct a two-year research study to evaluate the impacts of stormwater 
runoff on early life stages (ELS) and juvenile Chinook salmon in runoff-impaired watersheds. The project addresses a 
critical knowledge gap by quantifying sublethal effects of real-world roadway runoff exposure on growth, development, 
and physiological function from embryo through smolt stages, using continuous exposure to stream water from Miller 
Creek. 

The study will assess survival, growth, and developmental outcomes under runoff exposure and evaluate how these 
effects influence smoltification and life-history performance. In the second year, the project will test the effectiveness of 
a bioretention-based filtration treatment to improve water quality and reduce toxicity, linking stormwater management 
strategies to biological outcomes for Chinook salmon. 

This work will generate species- and life-stage-specific toxicity data to inform ecological risk assessment, stormwater 
management, and regulatory thresholds, supporting recovery of ESA-listed Chinook salmon in Puget Sound watersheds. 

 

 
Lower Duwamish Invasive Assessment & Control 
CWM Request: $19,050| TOTAL Recommended Funding: $0 

EarthCorps proposes to conduct a research and assessment project to improve invasive species management along the 
Lower Duwamish River (River Miles 0–11). The project includes two primary components: evaluating selective control 
techniques for non-indigenous cattails at Salmon Cove Park and conducting a comprehensive mapping and assessment 
of invasive species, including perennial pepperweed and non-native cattails, throughout the lower river corridor.  

The project will test and compare treatment methods—including manual removal, cut-and-dab herbicide application, 
and foliar herbicide—to identify effective, cost-efficient approaches that minimize impacts to native vegetation in 
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mixed-species marshes. In parallel, systematic kayak-based surveys and GIS analysis will generate updated spatial data 
on invasive species distribution to support coordinated management and prioritization of restoration actions.  

This effort addresses key data gaps in invasive species control and distribution, providing actionable information to 
improve revegetation success, protect native plant communities, and enhance riparian and nearshore habitat for 
juvenile salmon in the Lower Duwamish. 

 

 

 

Assessing the value of freshwater habitats through juvenile Chinook salmon prey availability and foraging 
opportunities  
CWM Request: $249,494| TOTAL Recommended Funding: $249,494 

King County Water and Land Resources Division proposes to conduct a research study to evaluate how freshwater 
habitats influence juvenile Chinook salmon growth through prey availability and foraging opportunities. While previous 
research has focused on physical habitat characteristics, this project will investigate how those habitats affect 
invertebrate prey resources and juvenile Chinook diets—key drivers of growth and survival. 

35 of 48



Page 30 of 42 
 

The study will compare prey availability and Chinook diets across multiple river-floodplain habitat types in the lower and 
middle Green River during the spring rearing period (February–June). Sampling will occur across habitat types and over 
time to assess variability in prey resources, diet composition, and environmental conditions. The project builds on prior 
habitat use and PIT tag data and is part of a coordinated effort across WRIAs 7, 8, and 9 to improve understanding of 
salmon foraging success across watersheds. 

Results will provide critical information on how food web dynamics vary across habitats and influence juvenile Chinook 
growth, informing restoration design, habitat prioritization, and broader salmon recovery strategies. 

 

 
Green River Screw Trap – 2027 
CWM Request: $93,000| TOTAL Recommended Funding: $93,000 

Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife proposes to operate a rotary screw trap on the Green River to monitor 
juvenile Chinook salmon outmigration, providing critical data on abundance, migration timing, and life-history 
characteristics in WRIA 9. This long-term monitoring effort supports evaluation of salmon recovery progress and 
effectiveness of habitat restoration actions. 

The project will conduct seasonal trap operations to capture, measure, and release juvenile salmonids, generating data 
used to estimate population metrics and inform regional status and trends analyses. The work includes coordination 
with basin-wide monitoring programs to improve understanding of Chinook production and survival across life stages. 
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This effort represents a core component of WRIA 9’s monitoring framework, providing consistent, long-term data 
essential for adaptive management and prioritization of restoration investments. 

 

 

Lower Green & Duwamish Large Wood Survey 
CWM Request: $20,000| TOTAL Recommended Funding: $20,000 

King County Water and Land Resources Division 
proposes to conduct a basin-wide survey and 
assessment of large wood conditions in the 
Green/Duwamish watershed to inform habitat 
restoration planning and prioritization. Large wood is a 
key driver of channel complexity and salmon habitat, but 
existing data are limited or outdated across much of 
WRIA 9. 

The project will compile existing datasets and conduct 
field surveys to quantify large wood abundance, 
distribution, and recruitment potential across priority 
reaches. The effort will also assess geomorphic and 
riparian conditions to identify opportunities for wood 
placement and restoration actions that improve habitat 
complexity and floodplain connectivity. 

Results will support strategic investment in large wood 
restoration by identifying high-priority locations and 
informing design of future projects, advancing WRIA 9 
goals to improve habitat conditions for Chinook and 
other salmonids. 
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Regreen the Green Grants 
Total number of grant applications: 11 applications (25 sites) 

Total Funding Request: $833,782 | Total Recommended Funding Amount: $588,782 
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Project Name Type of 
Revegetation  

NEW 
acres 
planted 

Linear 
feet to 
be 
planted 

Average 
buffer 
width  

Smallest 
buffer 
width 

Largest 
buffer 
width 

Estimated 
cost per acre 

Estimated trees and 
shrubs  

Acres 
maintained 

Hess Site and 
Expansion 

Both 1 1316 98 37 154  $       25,000  200 trees, 260 shrubs 1 

Little Soos Creek 
Restoration 

Both 1.51 295.65 123.05 92.65 149.1  $       20,931  400 trees, 245 shrubs 0.41 

Green River and 
Christy Creek 

Both 0.3 505 22.5 14 32.5  $     144,500  145 trees, 310 shrubs 0.022 

Lower Green 
Riparian 
Maintenance 
Phase VI 

Both 1.5 2800 63.5 47.5 97.5  $          8,375  2,450 trees, 6,500 
shrubs 

3 

Millcreek 
Riparian Corridor 
Restoration  

Both 2 1227 150 50 150  $       32,857  4,200 trees, 2,000 
shrubs 

3 

Upper Hamm 
Creek and 
Turning Point 
Riparian 
Revegetation 

Both 0.35 1250 32.5 25 40  $       23,664  1,750 trees, 630 
shrubs 

2.95 

Palmer Slough 
Phase 1 

Maintenance na na na na na  $       25,000  na 1 

Burns Creek 
Wyman Morris 

New 2 1,320 87.5 50 110  $       37,460  1280 trees, 925 
shrubs 

na 

Horsehead Bend 
Natural Area  

New 6 2300 144 71 243  $       25,000  11,830 trees, 6,275 
shrubs 

na 

New 
Revegetation at 
Foster Golf Links 

New 2 1,350 54 32 76  $       37,500  500 trees, 200 shrubs na 

SeaTac - Des 
Moines Creek 
Park 

New 2 500 200 200 200  $       75,000  268 trees, 1,094 
shrubs 

na 

Totals 
 

18.66 
acres 

12,864 ft 98 ft 62 ft 125 ft $41,390/acre  23,023 trees,  
18,439 shrubs 

11.38 acres 
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2026 CWM Hess Site and Expansion 
CWM Request: $40,000 | Recommended Funding Amount: $40,000 

Green River Coalition proposes to continue restoration and expand revegetation efforts at the King County-owned Hess 
site and adjacent areas along Big Soos Creek in the Middle Green subwatershed. The project will restore approximately 1 
acre across the north and south sides of the creek while maintaining previously planted areas to improve habitat 
function, water quality, and stream temperature in a key Chinook and steelhead spawning and rearing reach. 

The project includes invasive species removal, native planting (approximately 200 trees and 260 shrubs), and ongoing 
maintenance to support plant survival and reduce invasive cover. Work will expand restoration into new areas while 
continuing stewardship of earlier plantings, creating a more contiguous riparian corridor and improving bank stability, 
shading, and habitat complexity. 

This effort builds on prior investments at the Hess site and advances riparian restoration along Big Soos Creek, improving 
ecological function and supporting salmon habitat connectivity within the Green River watershed. 

 

2026 CWM Palmer Slough Phase 1 
CWM Request: $25,000 | Recommended Funding Amount: $0 

Green River Coalition proposes to continue restoration and maintenance work at the Palmer Slough Phase 1 site, a 
stream entering the Green River at river mile 58. The project builds on prior planting and invasive suppression efforts 
and focuses on maintaining the previously restored area while expanding work closer to the Green River to clear 
invasives, support existing native vegetation, and improve plant survival.  

This phase emphasizes weed removal, erosion control, and stewardship of earlier restoration investments, while also 
collecting quantifiable data on plant survival and invasive suppression to inform future work. The site provides valuable 
resting and feeding habitat for salmon, and continued establishment of native riparian vegetation will improve soil 
stability, enhance shading, and support overall habitat function.  

The project is part of a larger, multi-phase restoration effort at Palmer Slough. Continued maintenance is intended to 
protect prior investments, prevent reinvasion, and support long-term native plant establishment in coordination with 
Tacoma Water and other restoration partners. 
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Burns Creek Wyman Morris 
CWM Request: $74,960 | Recommended Funding Amount: $74,960 

Mid Sound Fisheries Enhancement Group 
proposes to restore riparian habitat along 
1,300 linear feet of Burns Creek across 
approximately 2 acres on two private 
properties (Wyman and Morris) in Auburn. 
Both sites are heavily dominated by invasive 
species—primarily Himalayan blackberry and 
reed canary grass—with limited native 
understory and declining overstory conditions, 
reducing habitat quality for salmon. 

The project will remove invasive vegetation 
using an integrated pest management 
approach and install approximately 2,000 
native trees and shrubs to reestablish riparian 
buffers ranging from 50 to 110 feet wide on 
both banks. Planting will focus on conifer 
establishment, understory reintroduction, and 
succession planting to improve shading, 
biodiversity, and long-term habitat function, 
particularly in areas lacking evergreen canopy. 

Burns Creek provides important off-channel 
refuge habitat for juvenile Chinook, and this 
project will improve water quality, 
temperature regulation, and habitat 
complexity while advancing a longer-term 
effort to reconnect and restore riparian 
corridors across privately owned lands in the 
subbasin. 

 

CWM 2026 Little Soos Creek Restoration 
CWM Request: $40,000 | Recommended Funding Amount: $0 

Green River Coalition proposes implementing riparian restoration and maintenance at multiple sites along Little Soos 
Creek, a tributary to the Green River that provides important salmon habitat. The project focuses on areas with 
relatively low invasive pressure but gaps in native understory and areas needing supplemental planting and continued 
stewardship to improve riparian function. 

The project will conduct site assessments, invasive species removal, and native planting, along with ongoing 
maintenance to support plant survival and reduce invasive cover. Work will be coordinated with private landowners and 
volunteers, with an emphasis on education and long-term stewardship to sustain restoration outcomes beyond the 
grant period. 

This effort builds on prior restoration work and supports continued improvement of riparian conditions, water quality, 
and habitat complexity for salmonids in the Little Soos Creek watershed. 
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Green River and Christy Creek Planting 
CWM Request: $50,000 | Recommended Funding Amount: $50,000 

Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission proposes to implement riparian revegetation at Flaming Geyser 
State Park along the Green River and Christy Creek, restoring approximately 13,000 square feet of riparian habitat. The 
project focuses on increasing canopy cover and improving riparian function within the Channel Migration Zone, 
supporting WRIA 9 goals for shade and habitat enhancement. 

The project will install native trees, shrubs, and live stakes across both sites, including targeted planting at Christy Creek 
and larger-scale planting along the Green River. Work will also include invasive species control, temporary fencing to 
protect plantings, and two years of maintenance to support plant survival and establishment. 

This effort will increase riparian canopy toward approximately 40% cover, improve water temperature conditions, and 
enhance habitat complexity for salmonids while advancing basin-wide riparian revegetation priorities. 

 

 

Horsehead Bend Natural Area Understory Improvements 
CWM Request: $150,000 | Recommended Funding Amount: $150,000 

King County Water and Land Resources Division proposes implementing Phase 3 of the Horsehead Bend Natural Area 
restoration project, restoring approximately 6 acres of riparian forest and 2,300 linear feet of shoreline along the Lower 
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Green River. The site currently contains a mature cottonwood overstory but is heavily impacted by invasive species in 
the understory, limiting native regeneration and long-term riparian function. 

The project will conduct intensive site preparation, invasive species control, and large-scale planting—approximately 
11,800 native trees, shrubs, and live stakes—to reestablish a diverse, multi-layered riparian forest. Planting will 
emphasize conifer establishment to accelerate transition toward a structurally complex forest that improves shading, 
water quality, and long-term large wood recruitment. 

This phase builds on prior restoration at Horsehead Bend and expands efforts upstream to strengthen corridor-scale 
habitat function, reduce elevated water temperatures, and improve conditions for ESA-listed Chinook salmon and 
steelhead in the Lower Green River. 

 

 
Lower Green Riparian Maintenance Phase VI 
CWM Request: $40,000 | Recommended Funding Amount: $40,000 

Seattle Parks Foundation, sponsoring DirtCorps, Nicoterra, and City of Tukwila, proposes to continue multi-site riparian 
maintenance and adaptive management along Priority 1 reaches of the Lower Green River. Building on earlier phases, 
the project focuses on sustaining and improving previously restored riparian areas in a highly urbanized environment 
where ongoing disturbance, invasive pressure, and flood impacts threaten plant survival and habitat function. 

The project will implement invasive species control, supplemental planting, irrigation, and maintenance using 
professional crews and workforce development programs, including paid adult and youth job training. Restoration 
methods emphasize manual weed management, high-density planting, and site-specific adaptive management to 
maintain approximately 80% plant survival and ensure long-term establishment of native vegetation. 
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This effort protects prior restoration investments, maintains riparian canopy development, and supports continued 
improvements in water quality, habitat complexity, and salmon rearing conditions along the Lower Green River. 

 
Millcreek Riparian Corridor Restoration Project 
CWM Request: $115,000 | Recommended Funding Amount: $50,000 

Free The Green proposes to implement riparian restoration along Mill Creek in Auburn, restoring approximately 3.5 
acres of degraded riparian corridor in a priority Lower Green River tributary. The site currently exhibits limited canopy 
cover, invasive species dominance, and elevated water temperatures, impairing habitat conditions for salmonids. 

The project will remove invasive species and install 4,800 native trees and shrubs to expand riparian buffer width, 
increase shading, stabilize streambanks, and improve water quality and habitat complexity. Work builds from prior 
restoration efforts at the site and includes a multi-year maintenance and monitoring program to support plant 
establishment and long-term canopy development. 

This effort advances WRIA 9 riparian revegetation priorities by improving thermal conditions, enhancing habitat for 
Chinook and steelhead, and strengthening community-based stewardship in a high-need tributary of the Lower Green 
River. 
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New Revegetation at Foster Golf Links 
CWM Request: $75,096 | Recommended Funding Amount: $60,000 

Seattle Parks Foundation, sponsoring DirtCorps, Nicoterra, and City of Tukwila, proposes to implement riparian 
restoration and enhancement across more than 2 acres of forested benches along the Duwamish River at Foster Golf 
Links (River Mile 10). The project targets areas identified as Critical and High priority in the WRIA 9 riparian sun/shade 
map that were recently impacted by December 2025 flooding and currently exhibit invasive species presence, shoreline 
erosion, and limited canopy cover. 

The project will replace invasive vegetation with dense native plantings, including conifers and mixed tree and shrub 
species, to increase shading and improve riparian function. Restoration actions include invasive removal and monitoring, 
installation of emergent vegetation in a seasonal drainage area, and shoreline stabilization using bioengineering 
techniques such as willow staking and fascines. Work will be coordinated with the City of Tukwila and golf course staff to 
integrate restoration with site management and reduce long-term maintenance needs. 

This effort advances WRIA 9 habitat goals by restoring over 2 acres of priority riparian forest, increasing shade and 
habitat complexity, and supporting juvenile salmon habitat along a highly urbanized reach of the Duwamish River. The 
project also incorporates workforce development and public engagement through paid job training crews and 
community coordination. 
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SeaTac - Des Moines Creek Park invasive plant removal and replanting 
CWM Request: $150,000 | Recommended Funding Amount: $50,000 

The City of SeaTac proposes to implement invasive species removal and native revegetation within the riparian buffer of 
Des Moines Creek at SeaTac Des Moines Creek Park. The project targets areas with moderate invasive cover and 
insufficient native canopy, where restoration is needed to improve riparian function, water quality, and habitat 
conditions for salmon. 

The project will remove invasive vegetation and install native trees and shrubs across the site, including approximately 
268 trees and over 1,000 shrubs, supported by contracted restoration crews and community volunteer engagement. 
Restoration activities will improve shading, stabilize soils, and enhance riparian and nearshore habitat conditions along 
this urban creek corridor. 

This effort builds on ongoing basin-wide coordination through the Des Moines Creek Basin Committee and supports 
long-term vegetation management, habitat restoration, and water quality improvements in the Des Moines Creek 
watershed. 

 

Upper Hamm Creek and Turning Point Riparian Revegetation 
CWM Request: $73,822 | Recommended Funding Amount: 
$73,822 

EarthCorps proposes to implement riparian revegetation and 
invasive species control at Upper Hamm Creek and Salmon Cove 
Park to improve water quality and habitat conditions for salmon in 
the Duwamish watershed. These sites include approximately 3.3 
acres of riparian and nearshore habitat that are currently impacted 
by invasive vegetation, past disturbance, and limited native plant 
cover. 

The project will remove invasive species and install approximately 
1,750 native trees and shrubs across both sites to enhance riparian 
function, increase shading, stabilize soils, and improve nearshore 
and stream habitat conditions. Work will build on prior restoration 
efforts at Salmon Cove Park and connect to relatively intact 
upstream habitat along Upper Hamm Creek, improving habitat 
continuity and ecological function. 

This effort will improve water quality, increase riparian canopy 
cover, and support juvenile salmon rearing conditions while 
advancing restoration priorities in a highly urbanized portion of the 
Duwamish River system. 
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Stewardship, Engagement, and Learning (SEaL) Grants  
Total number of Year 3 applications: 6 | Total Recommended Funding Amount: $195,084 

BeachNET: Engaging Communities for a Healthy Puget Sound 
CWM Request: $38,016 | Recommended Funding Amount: $38,016 

Vashon Nature Center proposes to expand its BeachNET (Beach Nearshore Ecology Team) program, engaging 
community members and students in nearshore monitoring, salmon and trout observation, and kelp bed ecology on 
Vashon Island. Building on an established program serving over 150 community participants and 600 students annually, 
the project will deepen community science, expand participation to off-island youth, and integrate climate change 
education and career-connected learning opportunities. This effort strengthens watershed stewardship, supports 
nearshore habitat monitoring, and increases equitable access to environmental education across WRIA 9. 

 
Burien Green Teens (formerly Youth Engaged in Sustainable Systems (YESS - Highline)) 
CWM Request: $23,100  | Recommended Funding Amount: $23,100 

Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust proposes to continue the Burien Green Teens program, a career-connected 
internship that engages youth in ecological restoration and environmental education at Salmon Creek Ravine. Over two 
years, the program will support 12 interns and 2 assistant leaders through hands-on restoration work, professional 
mentorship, and training in environmental careers. The program prioritizes equitable access by serving youth from 
underrepresented communities and providing stipends, meals, and gear. Restoration activities improve riparian habitat 
conditions while advancing WRIA 9 goals for stewardship, workforce development, and salmon habitat restoration. 

 
Delridge Greenspace Restoration and Education 
CWM Request: $35,638 | Recommended Funding Amount: $35,638 

Delridge Neighborhoods Development Association proposes to expand environmental education and stewardship 
programming at Delridge Wetland Park, building on a recently completed wetland restoration and outdoor classroom. 
The project will engage elementary and middle school students through hands-on curriculum focused on watershed 
processes, ecosystem function, and stormwater impacts, while also supporting public volunteer events and youth 
internship opportunities. Through continued restoration stewardship and education, the project strengthens community 
connections to urban wetlands and advances equitable access to environmental learning and habitat restoration. 

 
Environmental Heroes: Improving Watershed Health and Salmon Habitat Through Education and Outreach 
CWM Request: $59,400 | Recommended Funding Amount: $59,400 

Environmental Science Center proposes to deliver experiential watershed and salmon education programs to students, 
teachers, and community members across WRIA 9. Through in-school field studies and outdoor learning experiences, 
the program will reach thousands of K–8 students annually, connecting them to local streams and nearshore habitats 
while promoting stewardship actions. Teacher training and public outreach events will further expand program impact, 
supporting community-wide understanding of watershed health and salmon conservation. This effort advances WRIA 9 
education and stewardship goals by fostering long-term engagement in habitat protection. 

 
Salmon in Schools 
CWM Request: $15,771 | Recommended Funding Amount: $15,771 

Mid Sound Fisheries Enhancement Group proposes to expand the Salmon in Schools program, engaging middle and high 
school students in hands-on habitat restoration and watershed education. The program will grow to include additional 
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schools while continuing support for existing partnerships, providing opportunities for students to participate in invasive 
removal, planting, and stewardship activities. By connecting students to local restoration efforts and empowering them 
as community leaders, the project builds long-term stewardship capacity and supports improved habitat conditions in 
the Green/Duwamish watershed. 

 
Youth Watershed Education, Stewardship, and Community Science 
CWM Request: $23,159 | Recommended Funding Amount: $23,159 

Nature Vision proposes to engage students from diverse and low-income schools in watershed education, restoration, 
and community science within the Green/Duwamish watershed. Students will participate in classroom lessons, field-
based restoration activities, and data collection efforts to monitor water quality and habitat conditions. Through “Blue 
Team” projects and community science participation, students will develop an understanding of watershed processes 
and contribute to long-term ecological monitoring efforts. This program supports salmon habitat restoration while 
building environmental literacy and stewardship among youth.   
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