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Summary of Services Provided in WRIA 8 

January 1 to April 30, 2008 

 
 

Overview  

Cost-shared services during the first trimester of 2008 focused on: 

 Submitted proposal to EPA to advance Low Impact Development in WRIA 8.  Sixteen jurisdictions 

participated in the application. 

 Briefed new members and alternates to the WRIA 8 Salmon Recovery Council. 

 Organized the WRIA 8 Workshop on Changing Environmental Behavior at the Shoreline 

Conference Center, which was attended by over 60 people including staff non-governmental 

organizations, local government, state and federal agencies and elected officials (February 28).   

 Facilitated special Implementation Topic meeting (April 8) focused on working with Lakeshore 

property owners to improve habitat for juvenile salmon which ~30 people attended. This was WRIA 

8’s second meeting on this topic. 

 Compiled responses from WRIA 8 Implementation Survey and analyzed results. Reported initial 

progress in implementation of the WRIA 8 Plan to the WRIA 8 Salmon Recovery Council. 

 Completed a draft of Step 2 of H-Integration. 

 Conducted Project Subcommittee all day fieldtrip followed by all day meeting with presentations 

and development of recommendations (April 24 and 25). 

 Revised 3-Year Work Plan lists and narrative with Technical Coordinator for submittal to the Puget 

Sound Salmon Recovery Council (April 18). 

 
The following summary of services is organized according to work items outlined in the approved WRIA 

8 Memorandum of Understanding. 

 

Salmon Recovery Council Coordination/Puget Sound Partnership 

 Scheduled and staffed two meetings of the WRIA 8 Salmon Recovery Council (SRC) (January 17 

and March 20). 

 January meeting focus:  Proposal to submit EPA grant to advance Low Impact Development, 

initial WRIA 8 Implementation Survey results, and the WRIA 8 habitat project progress report.  

 March meeting focus:  An update on WRIA 8 monitoring, a King County report on public safety 

in the placement of large wood, King Conservation District (KCD) guidance to the Project 

Subcommittee, 2008 Three-Year Workplan updates for the Salmon Recovery Funding Board 

(SRFB), and a success story presentation on the Salmon Safe Program and UW Bothell Campus 

Certification. 

 Also at the March meeting: the WRIA 8 SRC toured the North Creek restoration project with UW 

Bothell staff. 

 Attended two meetings of the Puget Sound Salmon Recovery Council (January 24 and March 27).   

 Focus of Puget Sound SRC was (in January) the salmon recovery workplan (for Puget Sound 

Partnership staff), integration of salmon conservation into the Puget Sound Partnership, funding 

for salmon conservation; and (in March) steelhead recovery planning, update on salmon recovery 

activities, funding allocation and the Council of Regional Policy Summit. 

 Participated in two regular Puget Sound Watershed Leads meetings (February 7, April 10).  

 Focus of Watershed Leads meetings was (in February) 3 year workplan updates, regional capacity 

funds, habitat work schedule, integrating with the Puget Sound Partnership; and (in April) Action 

Agenda update, technical assistance, 3 year workplan updates, biennial budget, adaptive 

management, and nearshore assessment. 
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 Sent briefing packets to all new WRIA 8 Salmon Recovery Council members and alternates.  

Provided four briefings to new Forum members from the cities of Seattle, Bothell, Mukilteo and 

Redmond.  Also briefed new manager and staff from the City of Woodinville. 

 Testified at a public meeting held by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers on environmental 

performance measures (April 29).  Praised the Seattle Office for their work to address the issue of 

adult salmon being trapped in the diffuser well at the Locks prior to the fall 2008 salmon run and 

encouraged them to fully implement the recommendations in the Biological Opinion for continued 

operations and maintenance of the Locks and Ship Canal.  Requested that Redmond staff also testify 

on their experience in working with the Corps on Sammamish River restoration. 

 Conducted email correspondence and multiple phone and personal conversations with Salmon 

Recovery Council members and Council staff. 

 Provided information to all jurisdictions equally. 

 

Communication 

 Organized the WRIA 8 Workshop on Changing Environmental Behavior at the Shoreline 

Conference Center, which was attended by over 60 people including staff, non-governmental 

organizations, local government, state and federal agencies and elected officials (February 28).  

Participants gave very positive feedback in the exit survey for the workshop. 

 Held one WRIA 8 Communications Committee meetings (March 26).  March meeting topics 

included debrief on Changing Environmental Behavior Workshop, creative brief and audience for 

WRIA 8 Progress Report, WRIA 8 website move and update, and discussion about whether to create 

a general WRIA 8 brochure. 

 

Plan Implementation  

 Prepared press release for WRIA 8 and WRIA 9 Salmon Recovery Funding Board (SRFB) project 

awards in December 2007 (January 3).   

 Convened and facilitated two regular WRIA 8 Implementation Committee meeting (January 10 and 

March 11).   

 January meeting topics included:  WRIA 8’s application to EPA on low impact development, 

impacts on Bear Creek due to SR520 widening, topics for 2008 Implementation Committee 

meetings, update on the implementation survey and preparation for the January WRIA 8 SRC 

meeting. 

 March meeting topics included: Report on Overlap between WRIA 8 Plan and other regional 

efforts, results from the Implementation Survey, discussion of how new information affects our 

implementation strategy, and preparation for the March 17 WRIA 8 SRC meeting. 

 Held a special Implementation Committee meeting (April 8) focused on working with Lakeshore 

property owners to improve habitat for juvenile salmon.  Approximately 30 people attended and 

heard presentations on: SPU’s survey of lakeshore property owners, University of Washington 

Keystone student project focused on lakeshore permitting, new guidebook for lakeshore property 

owners being developed by Seattle’s Dept. of Planning and Development, and new federal permit 

guidelines for streambank stabilization on Lake Washington. 

 Submitted proposal to EPA to advance Low Impact Development in WRIA 8.  Sixteen jurisdictions 

participated in the application. 

 Continued to analyze nine regional programs and policies affecting salmon recovery, and identified 

how those programs link to the WRIA 8 Plan (work done by WRIA 8 interns through EPA/DOE 

grant). 

 Compiled responses from WRIA 8 Implementation Survey and analyzed results. Reported initial 

progress in implementation of the WRIA 8 Plan to the WRIA 8 Salmon Recovery Council.  Began 

writing “Salmon and People Living Together” WRIA 8 Implementation Progress Report 2006-2007. 

 Attended two statewide Lead Entity Advisory Group (LEAG) meeting (January 15 and April 15).  
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 Attended two-day LEAG training event (February 25-26) with session topics on: 1) Public Outreach, 

2) Estuary and Salmon Restoration Program, 3) Regional Technical Assistance through WDFW 

Habitat Engineers; 4) SRFB 2008 Round changes, and 5) Habitat Work Schedule. 

 Attended and help convene Habitat Work Schedule (new state project database, HWS) training for 

WRIA 8 and 9 staff (March 31). Provided comments to HWS developers for refinement of database. 

 King Conservation District brochure of projects was revised and updated (January) 

 Announcement for King Conservation District (KCD) grant applications (February 21).  Assist 

applicants with questions and application development.  Conducted Project Subcommittee all day 

fieldtrip followed by all day meeting with presentations and development of recommendations 

(April 25 and 25).  

 Solicited updates on the 3-Year Work Plan and presented materials at Technical Committee (March 

5 and April 2).  Revised 3-Year Work Plan lists and narrative with Technical Coordinator for 

submittal to the Puget Sound Salmon Recovery Council (April 18). 

 Announced 2008 Salmon Recovery Funding Board (SRFB) grant round. 

 Responded to citizen and agency inquiries on the WRIA 8 process and Plan. 

 

Technical Coordination 

 Convened and facilitated two WRIA 8 Technical Committee meetings (March 5 and April 2). March 

meeting focus: Planning for wadeable stream monitoring and review of new project proposals for 3-

Year Work Plan. 

April meeting focus: Review of methods alternatives for wadeable stream surveys. 

 Convened and facilitated three H-Integration Committee meetings (February 6, March 26, and April 

16).  Completed draft of Step 2 (gaining a common understanding – April 16). Technical Committee 

is preparing to begin Step 3 in May. 

 Presented WRIA 8 “fish in/fish out” monitoring results to the Salmon Recovery Council (March 

20).  Presentation included an explanation of how monitoring is conducted and how the results 

provide information with regard to Viable Salmonid Population (VSP) parameters.  Data presented 

included adult spawner escapement, redd distribution, proportion of hatchery (marked) fish on the 

spawning ground, percent pre-spawn mortality, and productivity estimates. 

 Provided technical review of King Conservation District grant applications, participated in Project 

Subcommittee site visits and heard presentations (April 24-25). 

 Provided text and data summaries on Chinook spawner escapement, productivity, and juvenile 

outmigration patterns for the WRIA 8 Implementation Progress Report 2006-07.   

 

Program Management and Administration 

 Jean White completed King County’s supervisor’s certificate training program. 

 Conducted other general administration work in support of implementation of the ILA, including 

work program development and monitoring, budget tracking, regular reporting, billing, personnel, 

and supervision.  

 Held verbal and email progress discussions at and between WRIA 8 Salmon Recovery Council 

meetings. 

 Coordinated with the Council on several issues, including regional Puget Sound Salmon recovery 

and habitat planning. 

 

For additional information on any item in this report, please contact Jean White, WRIA 8 

Watershed Coordinator, at jean.white@kingcounty.gov or 206-263-6458. 
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