
 

 

 

WRIA 8 Updates and Committee Reports 
September 17, 2020 

 
• Puget Sound Regional Update – The Puget Sound Salmon Recovery Council (PS SRC) last 

met on July 30. The meeting focused on: 
o Status of the update to the regional Puget Sound Salmon Recovery Plan;  
o Reviewing and approving the 2021-2023 Puget Sound Acquisition and Restoration 

(PSAR) ranked list of large capital projects for the upcoming legislative session;  
o Discussion of 2021 legislative priorities and a policy framework to identify budget 

and policy priorities; 
o Presentation on the Skokomish Watershed salmon reintroduction efforts; and,  
o Updates on proposed federal approval of Washington state’s Coastal Nonpoint 

Pollution Control Program, status of 2020 Salmon Recovery Funding Board ‘projects 
of concern’ and request for PS SRC support, update on the concept for developing 
the 2022-2026 Action Agenda for Puget Sound recovery, discussion of Puget Sound 
Alternative Futures Scenario Analysis to help consider uncertainty in Puget Sound 
recovery planning, presentation of white paper advocating for shift to a ‘net-gain’ 
rather than a ‘no-net-loss’ of ecosystem function approach for mitigating project 
impacts, and discussion of primary barriers to recovery identified by watersheds.  

The PS SRC is scheduled to meet next on September 24. Diane Buckshnis, Edmonds City 
Councilmember, and Jason Mulvihill-Kuntz represent WRIA 8. 
 
The South Central Action Area Caucus (Local Integrating Organization (LIO)) last met on 
August 11. The meeting focused on reviewing and finalizing LIO operating principles and 
work plan, and discussion of priority focus area(s) for LIO work plan. Jason Mulvihill-Kuntz 
represents WRIA 8 on the South Central Caucus LIO.  
 

• WRIA 8 Salmon Recovery Council leadership selection – In 2018, the SRC updated its 
operating guidelines to establish selection of a Chair and Vice Chair every two years on even 
years. For 2021-2023, the SRC will select a Chair and Vice Chair at its meeting in November. 
Members of the SRC who are interested in serving in either of these leadership roles should 
contact Jason Mulvihill-Kuntz (jason.mulvihill-kuntz@kingcounty.gov) by October 23. Please 
see the SRC Operating Guidelines for details on Chair and Vice Chair duties and selection. 
 

• Updated legislative priorities and draft letter to Governor – In July, the SRC approved 2021 
state and federal legislative priorities. By early September, state agencies have finalized 
their budget requests, and WRIA 8’s priorities have been updated accordingly. WRIA 8 staff 
are working with King County Graphics to develop brief information sheets to help convey 
the 2021 priorities. The SRC also approved drafting a letter to the Governor to share WRIA 
8’s state priorities to inform development of the Governor’s budget this fall. Please see the 
draft letter on page 12 in the meeting packet for review and discussion.  
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• Virtual tour for legislators of Cedar River floodplain restoration projects – On August 20, 
WRIA 8 coordinated with Puget Sound Partnership to host a virtual tour to update key 
legislators on conditions at the Rainbow Bend and Riverbend project sites after significant 
flooding in early February. The virtual tour included presentations from King County and 
Seattle Public Utilities project managers, describing how flooding affected both sites in 
dramatic ways that illustrate the function and value of floodplains and the importance of 
restoring them to improve habitat and reduce flood impacts. The tour offered an 
opportunity to ask questions and discuss how investment in these projects, and floodplain 
restoration in general, supports multiple benefits for people, infrastructure, and the 
environment in lead up to the 2021-2023 biennium legislative session. Tour participants 
included Sen. Frockt (Senate capital budget lead), Rep. Tharinger (House capital budget 
lead), Sen. Hasegawa (11 District), Rep. Ramos (5th District), staff representing Rep. Callan, 
staff representing Congresswoman Schrier’s office, staff from the Office of Financial 
Management, and staff from several other state agencies and local community partners. 
 

• WRIA 8 SRC Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) Subcommittee meeting –  
At the July meeting, the SRC approved convening a subcommittee to review and strengthen 
WRIA 8 language and actions focused on DEI. The role of the subcommittee is to develop an 
initial roadmap and set of recommendations for discussion and approval by the full WRIA 8 
Salmon Recovery Council. The first Subcommittee meeting is being scheduled for late 
September with a tentative plan to present recommendations to the full Salmon Recovery 
Council in November 2020 or January 2021. Salmon Recovery Council members who are 
interested in participating in this work should let Carla Nelson (carnelson@kingcounty.gov) 
know. 
 

• WRIA 8 comment letter on Army Corps of Engineers update to Lake Washington Ship 
Canal Master Plan – The Army Corps of Engineers is updating the Lake Washington Ship 
Canal (LWSC) Master Plan. During the comment period, which closed on July 31, WRIA 8 
staff drafted a comment letter with review from the Implementation Committee, which was 
then reviewed and approved by the Management Committee to submit on behalf of the 
WRIA 8 Salmon Recovery Council. The current LWSC Master Plan, adopted in 1994, includes 
very little mention of salmon. The SRC’s letter uses the Master Plan update process as an 
opportunity to emphasize salmon by highlighting the importance of improving fish passage 
and salmon survival at the Locks and in the Ship Canal, as well as the importance of the site 
for monitoring salmon populations and for salmon-related outreach and education. Please 
find the WRIA 8 comment letter on page 15 of the meeting packet. 
 

• Salmon SEEson program status – The 14th annual Salmon SEEson program launched in 
early September, promoting salmon viewing opportunities and resources for the public 
throughout King County watersheds. Following phase II King County public health 
guidelines, all Salmon SEEson sites are self-guided and participants are encouraged to 
recreate responsibly. WRIA 8 is also adding virtual viewing opportunities, including 
underwater salmon video footage. WRIA 8 manages the program with sponsorship from the 
Saving Water Partnership, Duwamish Alive!, King County, the Green/Duwamish and Central 
Puget Sound Watershed, and the Snoqualmie/Skykomish Watershed. The program received 
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a website update this year and will be promoted through press releases, social media, and 
partner amplification. 
 

• WRIA 8 E-News –  The August edition of the WRIA 8 E-news included the following topics 
and updates: announcement for the 14th annual Salmon SEEson; article on targeting orca 
recovery, Whale Scout interns restoring salmon habitat; Climate Summit 2020 notice; City 
of Edmonds Students Saving Salmon club grant-funded equipment for stream quality 
monitoring; Salish Sea Currents articles on preservation methods for the Southern Resident 
Orcas and how marine heat waves effect the Salish Sea; transfer of kokanee to Long Live the 
Kings hatchery in San Juan Islands; article and video on how dual dam removal restored the 
Elwha River Delta; press release to announce Congressional bill to support fish passage; 
press release to announce King County and partners planted one million trees ahead of 
goal; lake level monitoring in Lake Washington and Lake Sammamish; announced grant 
funding opportunities from the Department of Ecology, Rose Foundation for Communities 
and the Environment; access to the Emerald Alliance webinar on innovative funding for 
conservation; and hiring opportunities with Mid Sound Fisheries Enhancement Group. The 
next edition will be released on Thursday, October 22nd.  Please submit topics by October 
8th to Carla Nelson (carnelson@kingcounty.gov).  

 

WRIA 8 Committee Reports 

• WRIA 8 Technical Committee – The WRIA 8 Technical Committee (TC) did not hold 
meetings in August and September which is an important field work period for many 
committee members.  Field work this summer included initializing the acoustic tracking of 
yellow perch in the Lake Washington Ship Canal. This work was funded through the WRIA 8 
Salmon Recovery Council in partnership with the USFWS, WDFW and the Muckleshoot 
Indian Tribe. Recent evidence suggests yellow perch may consume an alarming number of 
juvenile Chinook as they migrate out through the Ship Canal and Lake Sammamish. This 
effort is an initial step to better understand yellow perch movement and behavior to inform 
potential targeted management strategies. 
 
WRIA 8 Technical Coordinator worked with King County Science and Technical Services staff 
to complete a draft Synthesis of Best Available Science: Temperature and Dissolved Oxygen 
Conditions in the Lake Washington Ship Canal. The purpose of the report is to serve as a 
resource for entities involved in salmon recovery and: 

• Bring together distributed information and data in a single resource. 

• Support a common understanding of the system. 

• Inform decision-making to identify specific management goals and priorities.  

• Ultimately, help guide recruitment of innovative and lasting solutions.  
The report was submitted for review by the WRIA 8 Technical Committee and other local 
subject matter experts. Once a final draft report is ready, WRIA 8 will work with partners to 
convene discussion(s) on the report and identify next steps. Depending on outcomes from 
the discussion, future phases of this work will focus on filling any critical information gaps 
and/or recruitment of targeted strategies and solutions.     
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• WRIA 8 Implementation Committee – The Implementation Committee met on August 4. 

Meeting topics included general WRIA 8 updates, review and recommendation of final draft 
WRIA 8 Communications and Outreach Framework to SRC for consideration, and discussion 
of 2020 Progress Report content and format. The September committee meeting was 
cancelled, with a written update distributed in lieu of the meeting. 


