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Lake Washington/Cedar/Sammamish Watershed (WRIA 8)  

Project Subcommittee Funding Report – 2020 

King County Flood Control District Cooperative Watershed Management Grants  

Funding Summary: Table 1 summarizes the 2020 Cooperative Watershed Management (CWM) grant 

funding in WRIA 8. The total available includes WRIA 8’s 2020 allocation from the King County Flood 

Control District plus a small amount of carryover and returned funds. In early March, the Flood District 

issued a decision to double the allocation to the CWM program. This noteworthy change took effect 

immediately, resulting in significantly more funding for the 2020 grant cycle than originally anticipated. 

Table 1. Summary of 2020 Cooperative Watershed Management (CWM) Grant Funds – WRIA 8 

2020 CWM Funding Requested $4,776,108 

2020 CWM Allocation  $3,607,629 

Returned & Carryover Funds $139,164 

Total Funding Available $3,746,793 

Difference between Requested and Available Funds ($1,089,315) 

 

Funding Recommendations: The recommendations outlined in this report allocate funds across eligible 

categories as follows (for a list of all proposals see Attachment 1): 

 Habitat protection and restoration projects - $2,974,991 

 Riparian habitat and stewardship projects - $280,066 

 Monitoring and studies - $353,466 

 Outreach and education - $138,270 

The WRIA 8 Project Subcommittee (Subcommittee) recommends grant awards totaling $3,746,793—the 

full amount available in this year’s grant cycle. In addition to $104,772 in carryover funding from 2019, 

the total available includes $34,392 returned from past grants that closed out under budget.  

Grant Eligibility and Administration: Activities proposed for CWM funding must occur within King 

County, and the proposed scope and budget must meet the guidelines and policies outlined by King 

County, who administers CWM grants. Eligible activities include habitat restoration (including planning 

and design), acquisition, monitoring and assessment, and outreach and education. Matching funds are 

not required but are encouraged. Proposed activities must be on the WRIA 8 Four-Year Work Plan. 

Project Subcommittee Process: The Subcommittee (participants listed in Attachment 2) reviews grant 

proposals and develops funding recommendations for consideration by the WRIA 8 Salmon Recovery 

Council (Council). The Subcommittee typically visits project sites and receives in-office presentations 

from project sponsors, but all of our activities this year were shifted to a virtual format. Following web-

based presentations from all sponsors, the Subcommittee assessed each proposal using the WRIA 8 

grant criteria. The criteria are a tool to evaluate the degree to which proposals align with WRIA 8 

recovery objectives, and funding is prioritized for proposals that offer the greatest alignment with WRIA 

8 goals and recovery strategies. 
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Salmon Recovery Council Guidance for Allocating CWM Funds: The Council annually issues funding 

guidance to inform the Subcommittee’s funding allocation discussions. Consistent with past years, the 

Council adopted status quo funding guidance, setting the maximum for monitoring at $300,000 and the 

maximum for outreach and education at $96,000 (November 2019 Council meeting). The remaining 

balance is the amount for restoration and acquisition projects (with up to 15% of this amount as a target 

for projects focused entirely on riparian restoration and stewardship). Consistent with guidance from 

past years, the Council also granted the Subcommittee the flexibility to deviate from the funding targets 

where watershed priorities and the merits of the proposals justify doing so. 

Given the timing of the Flood District’s decision to increase the CWM allocation, there was not an 

opportunity for the Council to discuss the funding guidance prior to evaluation of 2020 grant proposals. 

For this reason, the Subcommittee operated under the guidance issued in November 2019. The Council 

will note, however, that the Subcommittee’s recommendations exceed the targets for two categories—

monitoring and assessment and outreach and education. It is the Subcommittee’s determination that all 

of the funding recommendations are aligned with WRIA 8 priorities and will advance salmon recovery, 

and they concluded that applying funds beyond the funding guidance targets is an effective use of 

available resources.  
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2020 CWM Funding Recommendation Summary – Acquisition and Restoration Projects  

1. Issaquah Creek Restoration at Lake Sammamish State Park – Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust 

Grant Request: $1,000,000  Funding Recommended: $1,000,000 

Funding is requested for the construction of a project focused on instream restoration along 6,600 

feet of lower Issaquah Creek within Lake Sammamish State Park. Building on design work previously 

funded by WRIA 8, the project will install large wood in the creek to provide improved channel 

complexity, facilitate stream-floodplain interactions, and support enhanced juvenile salmon rearing 

and refuge habitat. In addition to benefitting Chinook, the project will also benefit coho and Lake 

Sammamish kokanee. The recommended funding is a portion of what is needed to construct the 

project, and the sponsor is actively seeking other funding sources to begin construction in 2022. 

2. Bear Creek Seawest-Granston Restoration Design – King County 

Grant Request: $200,000  Funding Recommended: $200,000 

Currently very early in the project planning phase, the Seawest-Granston site includes 30+ acres and 

offers an unconstrained area to implement numerous restoration treatments. Large volumes of 

wood, side channels, and beaver dam analogues will be considered as potential project elements, all 

focused on improving juvenile Chinook rearing and refuge habitat. Grant funds will be used to move 

from conceptual alternative development through to final design. The award is conditioned for 

Technical Committee design review.   

3. George Davis Creek Fish Passage Project – City of Sammamish 

Grant Request: $300,000  Funding Recommended: $300,000 

This project involves replacing several barriers that completely prevent upstream fish migration 

(both city and King County-owned barriers). In addition to replacing a barrier culvert under East Lake 

Sammamish Parkway, the city will reroute the lower channel into a recently-acquired property 

following demolition of an existing structure. By creating a new lower stream channel and allowing 

increased sediment transport that will facilitate lakeshore delta formation, the project will provide a 

rest-stop for juvenile Chinook migrating through Lake Sammamish. Additionally, the project will 

provide upstream passage to spawning habitat for kokanee. Construction is planned for 2021. 

4. Rutledge-Johnson Lower Levee Removal – King County 

Grant Request: $60,375  Funding Recommended: $60,375 

The Rutledge-Johnson Levee is located along the left bank of the Cedar River at River Mile 13.1 to 

13.5, and King County is proposing to initiate design for a partial levee setback project that will 

reconnect approximately 16 acres of floodplain to the Cedar River (with a possibility for future 

expansion pending additional land acquisition). Removing the lower portion of the levee will allow 

the river to interact with existing off-channel habitat that is partially disconnected, benefitting 

Chinook, coho, and steelhead. Grant funds will contribute to preliminary design. 
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5. Saint Edward State Park Shoreline Restoration – Washington State Parks 

Grant Request: $200,000  Funding Recommended: $200,000 

Washington State Parks proposes to remove shoreline armoring, re-establish a more natural beach 

profile, and conduct riparian restoration along over 800 feet of shoreline within Saint Edward State 

Park. The purpose of the project is to restore shallow water rearing and refuge habitat for juvenile 

Chinook and other salmonids. There are few site constraints, and by following a design-build 

approach, the sponsor will be able to fully design and implement the project with the recommended 

funding.  

6. Be’er Sheva Park Shoreline Restoration – Link2Lake Steering Committee/Seattle Parks Foundation 

Grant Request: $500,000  Funding Recommended: $215,000 

This community-led project seeks to improve shoreline habitat for juvenile salmon as a component 

of a larger park redevelopment effort. The Mapes Creek Daylighting project was completed by 

Seattle Public Utilities within Be’er Sheva Park in 2014, and juvenile Chinook are known to use the 

restored creek. The proposed project will complement the Mapes Creek project by removing 

shoreline armoring, restoring a natural beach profile, placing wood, and replanting riparian 

vegetation. A design-build approach was proposed, but the Subcommittee recommended funding 

only for design and permitting tasks, with a condition for Technical Committee design review. This 

phased approach will provide greater certainty over future restoration outcomes.  

7. Lower Laughing Jacobs Creek Channel and Riparian Restoration Design – Trout Unlimited 

Grant Request: $254,179  Funding Recommended: $254,179 

Trout Unlimited proposes to build from a WRIA 8-funded feasibility study to design and permit a 

restoration project focused on the lower 800 feet of Laughing Jacobs Creek. The creek is the first 

tributary stream a juvenile Chinook would encounter after entering Lake Sammamish from Issaquah 

Creek. In addition to enhancing juvenile Chinook rearing and refuge habitat, kokanee salmon will 

benefit from the project. This project will occur entirely on private property, and Trout Unlimited 

continues to work with the property owners to acquire their ongoing support as the project 

develops. The award is conditioned for Technical Committee design review.     

8. Bear Creek Little Bit Restoration Final Design and Construction – King County 

Grant Request: $280,000  Funding Recommended: $280,000 

Located in a high priority reach of Bear Creek, the Little Bit project will restore instream complexity 

through wood placements and will restore riparian habitat. Both property acquisition and initial 

design work were funded through past WRIA 8 grants, and the proposal is to finalize design and 

construct the project. The project is currently considering design alternatives, each of which will 

enhance Chinook habitat. However, given the uncertainty around which alternative will ultimately 

advance, the funding award is conditioned for a Technical Committee design review.   
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9. Lower Issaquah Creek Stream and Riparian Restoration – City of Issaquah 

Grant Request: $800,000  Funding Recommended: $150,000 

The City of Issaquah seeks funds to construct a project focused on restoring instream and riparian 

habitat along 1,200 feet of Issaquah Creek north of I-90. Project elements include removing bank 

armoring, constructing side and backwater channels, placing large wood in the main channel and 

side channels, and restoring riparian habitat. The suite of actions will improve habitat for multiple 

species of salmon, and while the site has tremendous potential, the current level of design makes it 

challenging to evaluate whether the project is proposing the most appropriate actions to maximize 

habitat benefits. The Subcommittee determined this project would benefit from approaching the 

design more deliberatively, and the recommended funding is intended to be used for additional 

hydraulic analysis and design modifications that are likely to result from that analysis. The award is 

conditioned for Technical Committee design review.   

10. Bear Creek Tretheway Restoration Design – Mid-Sound Fisheries Enhancement Group 

Grant Request: $229,752  Funding Recommended: $229,752 

Through targeted outreach in priority reaches of Bear Creek, Mid-Sound Fisheries Enhancement 

Group identified a landowner willing to allow restoration activities on his privately-owned property. 

The vision for the project is to remove bank armoring, add wood to the creek, and restore riparian 

buffers—all of which will improve conditions for juvenile Chinook rearing and refuge habitat in this 

very simplified reach. Currently in the pre-design phase, the funding will produce a final design and 

secure permits for the project. The award is conditioned for Technical Committee design review.   

11. Ebright Creek Fish Passage Project – City of Sammamish 

Grant Request: $150,000  Funding Recommended: $85,685 

The focus of this project is to replace twin 30-inch concrete culverts under East Lake Sammamish 

Parkway with a new fish passable culvert. Replacing the existing culverts will allow sediment and 

material to more freely reach lower Ebright Creek, which will provide habitat benefits for juvenile 

Chinook salmon. While the direct habitat benefit for Chinook is limited, the project will provide 

unimpeded access to one river mile of high-quality stream habitat for Lake Sammamish kokanee, 

which will use this newly available habitat for spawning. The partial funding recommendation 

reflects the limited Chinook benefit, while also recognizing the value of this project to kokanee.   

12. David Brink Park Shoreline Restoration – City of Kirkland 

Grant Request: $30,000  Funding Recommended: $0 

David Brink Park is located along Lake Washington near downtown Kirkland. An existing bulkhead 

protecting the park is in poor condition, with some sections falling into the lake. As part of a 

comprehensive park improvement project, the city proposes replacing segments of the bulkhead 

with pocket beaches for the purpose of improving shoreline habitat (approximately 250 linear feet 

in total). The funding request is modest (for design and permitting), yet the Subcommittee 
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concluded that habitat considerations seem secondary to park objectives. While striking a balance 

between uses is an understood constraint in urban areas, the approach here tips too far away from 

salmon recovery objectives to warrant a grant award.   

2020 CWM Funding Recommendation Summary – Riparian Habitat/Stewardship Projects 

1. Belmondo Reach Riparian Restoration – Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust 

Grant Request: $96,201  Funding Recommended: $96,201 

Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust proposes to partner with King County to implement 

approximately five acres of riparian restoration at the Belmondo Reach Natural Area on the Cedar 

River. This project will include the installation of more than 5,000 native plants (with an emphasis on 

conifers), which will help develop a functional forested riparian buffer in an area heavily disturbed 

by invasive species and lacking mature canopy. This site is envisioned as part of a future floodplain 

reconnection project, and the intent is to jumpstart floodplain forest establishment.  

2. Sammamish River Riparian Restoration – Mid-Sound Fisheries Enhancement Group 

Grant Request: $183,865  Funding Recommended: $183,865 

This proposal involves two sites on the Sammamish River—one will focus on 2 acres of invasive 

removal and revegetation with native plants, while the other will focus on 7.5 acres of maintenance 

on a previously-restored site. The Sammamish River has limited riparian buffers and experiences 

high summer water temperatures, which makes riparian restoration an important activity type that 

directly addresses key habitat limitations.   

2020 CWM Funding Recommendation Summary – Monitoring and Assessment 

The WRIA 8 Technical Committee (Committee) received presentations on all proposals submitted under 

the monitoring and assessment category. Three of the proposals continue long-running programs 

focused on juvenile productivity and adult returns, and it is critical to maintain these efforts year-to-

year. The fourth proposal will address a key data gap related to an emerging priority and will provide 

information to support future management decisions pertaining to predation in the Ship Canal.  

The Committee determined that all four proposals have a strong technical basis, are consistent with 

priorities identified in the WRIA 8 Plan, align with the Committee’s 2018 prioritization of monitoring and 

assessment needs, and focus on priority areas for recovery. For these reasons, the Committee 

recommended fully funding all proposals, and the Subcommittee concurred with the Technical 

Committee’s assessment. Fully funding these proposals will exceed the $300,000 target for monitoring 

and assessment, but all of the proposed work is directly aligned with WRIA 8 priorities. 

1. Adult Chinook (Fish In) Monitoring – King County 

Grant Request: $22,933  Funding Recommended: $22,933 

This request supports surveys of spawning adult salmon returning to the Cedar River to support the 

evaluation of progress toward Chinook recovery goals. The work is an ongoing, annual, inter-agency 
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effort, and the long-term nature of this monitoring helps to assess the effectiveness of the WRIA 8 

Chinook Salmon Conservation Plan. 

2. Managing Predation of Juvenile Chinook by Nonnative Fishes in WRIA 8 – U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service 

Grant Request: $119,146  Funding Recommended: $119,146 

Recent data collection suggests predation of juvenile Chinook in the Ship Canal may be a significant 

issue, and this proposal is intended to explore this topic further to provide important clues about 

the extent of the problem. This is a cooperative effort involving several partners, and the work will 

focus on collecting information on predator abundance and behavior, the amount of juvenile 

Chinook in predatory fish diets, and the spatial distribution of predation risk. This work will address 

a key data gap related to an emerging priority and will provide information to support future 

management decisions pertaining to predation in the Ship Canal.  

3. Juvenile Salmon (Fish Out) Monitoring: Cedar River – Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife 

Grant Request: $165,886  Funding Recommended: $165,886 

Funds are requested by WDFW to continue their annual work to estimate the abundance of juvenile 

salmon migrating from the Cedar River through operation of a rotary screw trap. This data is used to 

assess survival and allows for measuring progress toward Chinook recovery goals.  

4. Juvenile Salmon (Fish Out) Monitoring: PIT Tagging – Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife 

Grant Request: $45,501  Funding Recommended: $45,501 

PIT tagging juvenile salmon allows for an assessment of their survival through Lake Washington and 

the Ship Canal to the Locks (tags inserted at the Cedar River screw trap for detection at the Ballard 

Locks). This work complements the fish-out funding request and allows WDFW to conduct a greater 

level of investigation into Chinook trends than with the fish-out grant alone. 

2020 CWM Funding Recommendation Summary – Outreach and Education 

As with the monitoring and assessment category, the Subcommittee is forwarding funding 

recommendations for outreach and education that exceed the funding target for this category. All 

proposals are strong and will advance WRIA 8 outreach goals, and the Subcommittee concluded that the 

increase in the CWM allocation presents an opportunity to fund these important efforts now and 

provide some certainty to the organizations leading these programs.  

1. Beach Naturalists – Seattle Aquarium 

Grant Request: $13,200  Funding Recommended: $13,200 

The Beach Naturalist program is a public education and outreach campaign designed to engage 

citizens in learning how to protect and conserve the nearshore environment. Trained naturalists 

motivate behavioral change by raising public understanding of the value of the intertidal ecosystem, 

the nearshore, and Puget Sound—and they connect these habitats to the needs of salmon.  
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2. Cedar River Salmon Journey – Seattle Aquarium 

Grant Request: $38,500  Funding Recommended: $38,500 

This program provides opportunities for people to see salmon and learn how individual choices 

affect them, and in so doing supports and promotes salmon recovery in WRIA 8. Each year since 

1998, the Salmon Journey program educates thousands citizens about Cedar River salmon, 

watershed health, and the actions citizens can take to help salmon recovery efforts. 

3. Salmon Heroes: Improving Stewardship Behaviors through Science-Based Field Studies – 

Environmental Science Center 

Grant Request: $15,000  Funding Recommended: $15,000 

The Salmon Heroes program delivers a 3-part, 5-hour field study program to students in grades 4 – 

12, focusing on underserved areas of south King County. The program seeks to educate students, 

teachers, and parents/guardians on watershed health and salmon recovery so that they become 

responsible stewards of salmon habitat. Students visit the Cedar River to collect water quality data, 

study habitat needs, and discuss the impacts of and solutions to stormwater pollution.  

4. WRIA 8 Community Action Training School – Mid-Sound Fisheries Enhancement Group 

Grant Request: $47,570  Funding Recommended: $47,570 

The Community Action Training School intends to recruit, educate, and engage 20 – 30 watershed 

residents in becoming more active stewards of the watershed and its salmon. Class participants will 

attend a series of evening classes and weekend fieldtrips over eight weeks and then will return at 

least 50 hours of service towards a watershed stewardship community project. 

5. Watershed Education and Restoration – Friends of North Creek Forest 

Grant Request: $24,000  Funding Recommended: $24,000 

With a focus on the North Creek watershed, this proposal seeks funding for outreach to K – 3rd grade 

students, providing them an opportunity to conduct hands-on measurements, engage in restoration, 

and design and carry out their own projects. The program is part of ongoing efforts to improve 

science education by offering opportunities not available in the classroom, while also contributing to 

the improved health of the North Creek watershed.  
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Table 1: Habitat Restoration and Acquisition Funding Recommendations   

Project Name and Sponsor Project Phase 
 Funding 
Request 

Funding 
Recommended 

Grant Conditions 

Issaquah Creek Restoration at Lake Sammamish State Park   
Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust 

Construction $1,000,000 $1,000,000 
 

Bear Creek Seawest-Granston Restoration Design   
King County 

Design $200,000 $200,000 
Tech Committee 
design review 

George Davis Creek Fish Passage Project   
City of Sammamish 

Construction $300,000 $300,000  

Rutledge-Johnson Lower Levee Removal Design   
King County 

Design $60,375 $60,375  

Saint Edward State Park Shoreline Restoration   
Washington State Parks 

Design and 
construction 

$200,000 $200,000  

Be’er Sheva Park Shoreline Restoration   
Link2Lake Steering Committee/Seattle Parks Foundation 

Design $500,000 $215,000 
Tech Committee 
design review 

Lower Laughing Jacobs Creek Restoration Design 
Trout Unlimited 

Design $254,179 $254,179 
Tech Committee 
design review 

Bear Creek Little Bit Restoration  
King County 

Final design / 
construction 

$280,000 $280,000 
Tech Committee 
design review 

Lower Issaquah Creek Stream and Riparian Restoration   
City of Issaquah 

Design / 
construction 

$800,000 $150,000 
Tech Committee 
design review 

Bear Creek Tretheway Restoration Design 
Mid-Sound Fisheries Enhancement Group 

Design $229,752 $229,752 
Tech Committee 
design review 

Ebright Creek Fish Passage Project 
City of Sammamish 

Construction $150,000 $85,685 
 

David Brink Park Shoreline Restoration  
City of Kirkland 

Design $30,000 $0 
 

Totals  $4,004,306 $2,974,991  
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Table 2: Riparian Habitat and Stewardship Funding Recommendations  

Project Name and Sponsor Funding Request Funding Recommended 

Belmondo Reach Riparian Restoration 
Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust 

$96,201 $96,201 

Sammamish River Riparian Restoration  
Mid-Sound Fisheries Enhancement Group 

$183,865 $183,865 

Totals $280,066 $280,066 

   

Table 3: Monitoring and Assessment Funding Recommendations  

Project Name and Sponsor Funding Request Funding Recommended 

Adult Chinook (Fish In) Monitoring 
King County  

$22,933 $22,933 

Managing Predation of Juvenile Chinook by Nonnative Fishes in WRIA 8 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

$119,146 $119,146 

Juvenile Salmon (Fish Out) Monitoring: Cedar River 
Washington Dept. of Fish and Wildlife 

$165,886 $165,886 

Juvenile Salmon (Fish Out) Monitoring: PIT Tagging 
Washington Dept. of Fish and Wildlife 

$45,501 $45,501 

Totals $353,466 $353,466 

   

Table 4: Outreach and Education Funding Recommendations  

Project Name and Sponsor Funding Request Funding Recommended 

Beach Naturalists 
Seattle Aquarium 

$13,200 $13,200 

Cedar River Salmon Journey 
Seattle Aquarium 

$38,500 $38,500 

Salmon Heroes  
Environmental Science Center 

$15,000 $15,000 

WRIA 8 Community Action Training School 
Mid-Sound Fisheries Enhancement Group 

$47,570 $47,570 

Watershed Education and Restoration  
Friends of North Creek Forest 

$24,000 $24,000 

Totals $138,270 $138,270 



 

11 
 

Attachment 2  
2020 Cooperative Watershed Management Grant Round 

WRIA 8 Project Subcommittee Members  
 

1. Tor Bell – Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust* 

2. Jim Bower – King County 

3. Diane Buckshnis – City of Edmonds* 

4. Peter Holte – City of Redmond 

5. Josh Kubo – King County 

6. Jason Mulvihill-Kuntz – WRIA 8 Salmon Recovery Manager 

7. Miles Penk - Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife 

8. Mark Phillips – City of Lake Forest Park* 

9. Lauren Urgenson – WRIA 8 Technical Coordinator 

10. Carol Volk – Seattle Public Utilities 

11. Jason Wilkinson – WRIA 8 Projects and Funding Coordinator and Subcommittee Chair 

 

*Denotes WRIA 8 Salmon Recovery Council member 

 


