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INTRODUCTION

Primary barriers to fl oodplain restora  on in the Puget Sound 
region are the lack of funding and available land. Decades of 
development along our rivers has replaced complex fl oodplain 
and rearing habitat with levees and sprawl. With popula  ons 
in the region expected to double over the next 50-years, more 
fl oodplains will fall vic  m to similar development pressures. 
Due to these fundamental land use changes, meaningful 
restora  on cannot occur without increased room for the river, 
proac  ve planning now and a change in how communi  es 
invest in their river corridors. 

Improving river corridors has been proven to reduce fl ood 
risk, increase ecosystem services and has the poten  al to 
create high quality public space that can drive economic 
growth. Ci  es and coun  es around the Puget Sound receive 
a substan  al por  on of their annual revenue from property 
and real estate taxes. This tax base has made even the 
most blighted and under-u  lized proper  es appear to be 
more economically produc  ve than the healthiest public 
space. However, research has shown that river corridor 
improvements can produce a substan  al return on investment (ROI) in the form of increased value of adjacent 
property, increased investment, improved quality of life and a variety of other social and environmental benefi ts. 

This study will develop a comprehensive understanding of the economic impacts of river corridor improvements 
such as, waterway, waterfront, greenway, or salmon habitat improvements in the Puget Sound region. The study 
will analyze the impact that improvements have on residen  al and commercial property values to determine 
the aff ect on communi  es tax base and total revenue. Addi  onal economic drivers such as job growth, land use 
changes, fl ood risk reduc  on and development may be analyzed to determine overall economic upli   for an 
area. The study will build upon previous economic studies done in the region and iden  fy sustainable funding 
mechanisms for fi nancing and maintaining improvements in perpetuity. Informa  on developed during this study 
may also shed light on the impact that river corridor improvements play in gentrifi ca  on and displacement and 
could aid policy makers as they address these systemic issues.

The goal of this study is to quan  ta  vely show that property owners in the Puget Sound region benefi t from 
restora  on and ci  es and coun  es receive more overall revenue by improving their waterways. 

By developing a be  er understanding of this rela  onship, the conversa  on around restora  on and protec  on 
can be reframed as a community investment instead of a one-  me funding alloca  on. The results of this study 
will help incen  vize local and state governments to increase their investments in restora  on to support economic 
development and salmon recovery.

While the Puget Sound region is generally defi ned as 
areas draining into the Puget Sound, this study will 
be applicable to a larger geographic range where 
development pressures are high and restora  on and 
preserva  on is needed.

DRAFT



2Economic Study of River Corridor Improvements 
on Community Revenue in the Puget Sound

BACKGROUND
The idea for this study was formulated a  er many conversa  ons with elected offi  cials on the merits of 
fl oodplain restora  on. There are so many benefi ts to improving our fl oodplains and river corridors that the 
true community impact can become diluted and lose its aff ect. It is essen  al to show the value of these 
improvements in way that everyone can understand – simple dollars and cents. 

Other studies in the region have analyzed ecosystem services, ROI from water quality improvements, economic 
value from industry in the fl oodplain, and ROI from specifi c restora  on projects. However, no studies have 
been developed to measure direct impact of river corridor improvements on property values, revenue and 
economic growth. By reviewing past research, and analyzing property values and other economic drivers 
we will develop a more complete economic picture of how improvements along river corridors impact our 
communi  es in the Puget Sound region.

Elected offi  cials understand their bo  om line. If we can prove that this work not only benefi ts the 
environment, improves water quality, reduces temperatures, helps meet salmon recovery goals, etc. but also 
results in more money for their communi  es, investment becomes a no brainer and the associated benefi ts 
will follow.

AUDIENCE
The target audience for the study is local elected offi  cials including, city mayors, county council members, 
planners working with elected offi  cials, and people formula  ng regulatory decisions. By convincing offi  cials 
that investment in their rivers leads to more revenue and economic growth for their communi  es, they can 
become the best advocates for increased funding at the state and federal level.

APPROACH
The fi nal deliverables for this study will include compelling narra  ves with strong graphic support. Results 
will be summarized in common language and supported by infographics, maps, photos and other visual aids 
to support the fi ndings. It will be important that informa  on developed in this study can reforma  ed into 
comprehensible and persuasive presenta  ons or fact sheets that communicate the key points to elected 
offi  cials and their staff .

PARTNERS
To accomplish this eff ort, American Rivers has reached out to the following organiza  on. Each organiza  on has 
provided technical input on the scope of the study and/or contributed funding to the project.

BACKGROUND AND APPROACH

• WRIA 9
• Urban Waters Partnership
• King County
• Puget Sound Partnership
• Washington Department of Ecology
• The Army Corps of Engineers (through Ecology)

• WRIA 8
• The City of Tukwila
• Floodplains for the Future
• Pierce County Surface Water Management
• Bulli   Founda  on
• Russell Family Founda  on
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PROJECT DELIVERABLES
The following deliverables will be produced at the end of the study and delivered to American Rivers and 
funding partners.

Deliverables: 

1. Full Report
2. Execu  ve Summary
3. Fact Sheet & Info-graphics
4. Presenta  ons tailored to 5 municipali  es (no more than 10 slides each – assume minor adjustments 

between municipali  es)

PROJECT SCHEDULE
The study is scheduled to be completed in the fall of 2020 so the results can be presented to elected offi  cials 
and posi  vely impact local and state budgets.

PROJECT BUDGET
The project budget is an  cipated to be approximately $100,000. Of the total funds needed, $15,000 has 
already been secured and addi  onal fundraising is ongoing.

The project will be put out to bid to select economics fi rms and proposals will be evaluated based on the 
following criteria:

1. Experience with similar economic studies and ability to clearly communicate complex concepts;
2. Applied understanding industry standard economic modeling methods;
3. Demonstra  on of successful coopera  on with local agencies and governments;
4. Cost-eff ec  veness of the proposal; and
5. Clarity, quality, and presenta  on of the proposal.

The fi nal project budget will be dictated by proposals received.

Funds Raised to Date Funds Needed

$15,000 $85,000

*The majority of the project funds are intended to be raised prior to releasing the RFP. However, addi  onal funds may be needed to 
complete the scope of work and develop communica  ons materials showcasing the study fi ndings.

RFP Released

Report Complete

2019 2020

06 07 08 09 10 11 12 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09

Fundraising* w
Project Scope
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