
          AGENDA 
Lake Washington/Cedar/Sammamish Watershed 
WRIA 8 Salmon Recovery Council 
Thursday, May 16, 2019, 2:00-4:15PM 

NOTE MEETING TIME and LOCATION 
Department of Ecology, Northwest Regional Office 
3190-160th Ave. SE, Bellevue 

  Meeting 
  Packet Page 

1. Introductions John Stokes, Chair  
Councilmember, City of Bellevue 

2:00-2:05 

2. Public Comment John Stokes 2:05-2:10 

3. Consent Agenda: 

• Approval of meeting notes for March 21, 2019

• Letter to thank legislature’s capital budget leadership for
increasing funding for the Puget Sound Acquisition and
Restoration program, including the Riverbend Floodplain
Restoration project on the Cedar River

3 John Stokes 2:10-2:15 

4. Updates & Announcements 9 Jason Mulvihill-Kuntz,  
WRIA 8 Salmon Recovery Manager 

2:15-2:25 

5. Draft 2020 WRIA 8 Budget and Work Plan 
(Information/Discussion) 

Review and discuss draft 2020 budget and work plan 
information, to inform and support Council approval at the 
July meeting.   

Discussion questions to consider: 
• Are the budget options clear? Are there other options

that should be considered?
• Is any additional information needed to support the

Council’s decision-making?

15 Jason Mulvihill-Kuntz 2:25-2:55 
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Next Meeting: 

July 18, 2019, 2:00-4:15PM 
NOTE MEETING LOCATION CHANGE 

Department of Ecology, Northwest Regional Office 
3190-160th Ave. SE, Bellevue 

 
 

6. Cooperative Watershed Management 
Grant Round Recommendations (Decision) 
 
Review and consider approval of WRIA 8 Project 
Subcommittee recommendation for 2019 CWM grant 
awards for habitat acquisition and restoration, 
monitoring efforts, and education and outreach 
programs.  

27 Jason Wilkinson, 
WRIA 8 Projects and Funding 
Coordinator 
 

2:55-3:20 

7. King County Flood Control District 
Project Implementation 
(Information/Discussion) 
 
Hear an update on implementation of Flood Control District 
priority projects in WRIA 8. 
 
 

38 Chris Brummer, 
King County Rivers and Floodplain 
Management  
 
 

3:20-4:00 

8. Success Story: Holder Creek Acquisition 
and Restoration  
 

 Mason Bowles, 
King County Ecological Restoration 
and Engineering Services  

4:00-4:15 
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WRIA 8 Salmon Recovery Council (SRC) Meeting Notes 
Mercer Island Community Center, Mercer Island || March 21, 2019 2:00 – 4:15 p.m. 

 

SRC3-21-19MtgNotes.docx  1 

Members Present 
# Name Affiliation 

1)  Eric Adman Sno-King Watershed Council 
2)  Councilmember (CM) Diane Buckshnis City of Edmonds 
3)  Don Davidson Washington Policy Center 
4)  CM Ted Frantz Town of Hunts Point 
5)  Noel Gilbrough Mid-Sound Fisheries Enhancement Group 
6)  Connie Grant U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
7)  CM Victoria Hunt City of Issaquah 
8)  CM Ryan McIrvin City of Renton 
9)  Joe Miles WA State Department of Natural Resources 
10)  CM Mark Phillips, Vice-Chair City of Lake Forest Park 
11)  Stewart Reinbold WA State Department of Fish & Wildlife 
12)  Charles Ruthford Cedar River Council 
13)  CM Carl Scandella Town of Yarrow Point 
14)  CM Keith Scully City of Shoreline 
15)  Gary Smith Water Tenders/Trout Unlimited 
16)  Richard Sowa Friends of the Issaquah Salmon Hatchery (FISH) 
17)  CM John Stokes, Chair City of Bellevue 
18)  CM Paula Waters City of Woodinville 

Alternates Present 
19)  David Bain Sno-King Watershed Council 
20)  CM Pam Stuart City of Sammamish 
21)  Jordanna Warneck WA State Department of Natural Resources 

Others Present 
22)  Tawni Dalziel City of Sammamish 
23)  Laura Ferguson Puget Sound Partnership  
24)  Janet Geer City of Bothell 
25)  Alex Herzog City of Woodinville 
26)  Kim Jones City of Newcastle 
27)  Rachel Konrady City of Kirkland 
28)  Joan Lee King County 
29)  Tara Luckie Environmental Science Center 
30)  Jason Mulvihill-Kuntz WRIA 8 
31)  Cleo Neculae WA State Department of Ecology 
32)  Kit Paulsen City of Bellevue 
33)  Larry Reymann Environmental Science Center 
34)  Kelly Steffen Environmental Science Center 
35)  Laura West WRIA 8 
36)  Jason Wilkinson WRIA 8 

 
I) Call to Order / Introductions 

Chair Stokes called the Salmon Recovery Council (SRC) meeting to order and attendees introduced themselves.  

II) Public Comment 
David Bain shared that Sno-King Watershed Council and Friends of North Creek Forest have been facilitating 
student water temperature testing at North Creek to look at how water temperatures change from the top of the forest 
to the bottom. The Creek drops 300 ft in elevation over 1,000 ft, with a 2.5-4 degree Celsius change.  

III) Consent Agenda 

The Salmon Recovery Council unanimously approved the meeting notes for the January 17, 2019 SRC meeting. 
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IV) Updates & Announcements 
Jason Mulvihill-Kuntz (Jason MK), WRIA 8 Salmon Recovery Manager, highlighted the following items: 

• Salmon Recovery Council letter to Snohomish County re: withdrawal from WRIA 8 interlocal 
agreement (ILA) – The WRIA 8 Management Committee approved sending a letter on March 1 to 
Snohomish County Executive, Dave Somers, acknowledging Snohomish County’s withdrawal from the 
WRIA 8 ILA, documenting impacts to Snohomish County’s participation, and requesting a meeting to 
discuss options for the County returning as a cost share partner in the future. Jason MK hopes to have that 
conversation before WRIA 8’s 2020 budget discussions. 

• Ecology-led Watershed Restoration and Enhancement Committee and WRIA 8 participation – The 
Streamflow Restoration Act (RCW 90.94) was passed by the legislature in 2018 and directs 15 watersheds to 
develop plans to offset the potential impacts to instream flows resulting from new permit-exempt domestic 
wells. WRIA 8 staff are attending the monthly planning meetings and serving two functions: 1) representing 
a group of seven cities via a “cities caucus” and 2) serving as an ex officio member that participates actively 
in the planning work but does not vote on the plan. 

• Scope of Work to address Lake Washington Ship Canal temperature and dissolved oxygen issues – To 
address the potentially lethal high temperatures for salmon in the Lake Washington Ship Canal (LWSC), the 
SRC approved using up to $27,500 in WRIA 8 carry forward funding to synthesize existing data and 
information, convene stakeholder workshops to develop two to three concepts and feasibility-level proposals. 
The draft scope of work was reviewed and approved by the Technical Committee and Implementation 
Committee. WRIA 8 staff are planning to seek a contractor to initiate the Phase 1 scope of work early this 
summer.  

• Hiring WRIA 8 Technical Coordinator position – The Technical Coordinator position was vacant as of 
Scott Stolnack’s departure on March 7. The position announcement closed on March 15. WRIA 8 staff 
anticipate having the position filled and the new Technical Coordinator starting by May. 

• 2019 Grant round update – March 19 was the final application deadline for King County Flood Control 
District Cooperative Watershed Management (CWM) grants and 1 Million Trees Assistance Program grant 
proposals. Pre-applications for Salmon Recovery Funding Board (SRFB) grants are due on May 1. As is 
usually the case, this year’s funding cycle is highly competitive. The Project Subcommittee’s funding 
recommendations for both grant programs will be brought to the Council at the May 16 meeting, and SRFB 
funding recommendations will be brought to the Council on September 19.  

• Draft Steelhead Recovery Plan – In early February, NOAA Fisheries released the Proposed Recovery Plan 
for Puget Sound Steelhead for review. The WRIA 8 Technical Committee reviewed the draft Plan to assess 
the nexus with WRIA 8 priorities and developed a comment letter. Charles Ruthford commented that there 
are no steelhead left in the Cedar River and wonders how likely their return is. Charles indicated a desire to 
prioritize the existing salmon populations in the Cedar, particularly Chinook and sockeye. Councilmember 
(CM) Phillips questioned how WRIA 8’s approach would differ if we were attempting to address steelhead 
directly, compared to our current approach. Jason MK replied that he wasn’t sure, and noted the need for 
NOAA to better clarify recovery metrics is part of WRIA 8’s comments.   

V) Partner Survey of WRIA 8 Service Provider Staff Team 
Jason MK announced that King County was administering its annual WRIA 8 client services satisfaction survey for 
2018. Joan Lee, King County Rural and Regional Services Section Manager, commented that King County takes the 
results very seriously and Joan is open to receiving feedback from anyone by phone. Joan can be reached at (206) 
477-4751. The results will be presented at the May SRC meeting.  

VI) 2019 Legislative Priorities and Outreach 

Jason MK, CM Scandella, CM Phillips, and others met with legislators in Olympia twice in February to advocate for 
capital budget priorities and emphasize the link between salmon and orca recovery. CM Stokes encouraged SRC 
members to call or email legislators if they aren’t able to visit in person. Jason MK relayed that the legislators they 
met with understood the importance of salmon recovery, but didn’t necessarily understand all the nuances of the 
funding dynamics that support the work, so it was helpful for WRIA 8 representatives to explain the budget needs 
beyond the Governor’s proposed budget. The revenue forecast was released on March 20 and included more money 
than anticipated. Jason MK has heard encouraging words about PSAR, and it is a good time for SRC members to 
voice support. Jason MK noted that both trips seemed very effective, especially with local elected official 
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participation. CM Scandella remarked that this was his first trip to Olympia and it was helpful to meet legislators and 
learn how much help they need from us to understand these complicated and nuanced issues. Salmon recovery is 
competing with education and health care in the budget allocations. CM Scandella noted that Brandon Parsons, with 
American Rivers, who also attended, brought a perspective of the economic impact of restoring river floodplains and 
the importance of maintaining rivers for the economy, which CM Scandella found very effective. CM Phillips added 
that legislators mentioned a larger public outcry could make a difference in funding levels, suggesting the need for 
further public outreach. Charles Ruthford asked about funding sources for the Riverbend Floodplain Restoration 
Project on the Cedar River, which applied for the PSAR Large Capital funding. Jason MK replied that the Riverbend 
project is ranked third on the PSAR project list, and has also applied for WRIA 8 grant funding this year.  

CM McIrvin announced that the House’s Capital Budget would be released around 11:00 am on Monday 3/25 with a 
public hearing at 8:00 am on Tuesday 3/26. The Operating Budget is scheduled to be released at 3:30 pm on Monday. 
CM McIrvin suggested that Monday afternoon or Tuesday at the public hearing would be an excellent opportunity to 
comment on the proposed budgets and show support for our priority programs before the Senate Budget is released. 
The Senate Budget is expected to be released late in the week of 3/25. CM McIrvin added that the Association of 
Washington Cities (AWC) rescheduled their action day to Monday 3/25, so that would be another opportunity to 
highlight WRIA 8’s priorities. CM Stuart asked if a letter signed by multiple elected officials could be drafted to 
coordinate comments in the quick turnaround time between Monday and Tuesday. Jason MK referred the SRC to the 
two-page update he sent out on 3/20 with key messages geared towards House/Senate Budget Committee leaders. 
Jason MK will send around a more customized letter template for use by interested SRC members. CM Scandella 
reminded SRC members to emphasize why these funding sources are important. CM Hunt encouraged SRC members 
to add their own personal touches to the messaging.  

Jason MK noted that the WRIA 8 team would begin developing 2020 legislative priorities in May.   

VII) Southern Resident Orca Task Force – Status of Recommendations and Next Phase of Work 

Jason MK introduced Mindy Roberts, an appointed member of the Governor’s Orca Task Force (OTF) and the Puget 
Sound Program lead for the Washington Environmental Council (WEC). Mindy asked SRC members what they were 
most interested in hearing about regarding the Southern Resident Orca. CM Buckshnis asked why whale watching 
boats are still allowed to operate. CM Frantz asked how the OTF recommendations are influencing state budgets. CM 
Hunt asked what actions cities can take. Mindy commented that this is the first time she can remember where 
cities/counties are asking what they can do, which is exciting. Noel Gilbrough asked how many of the Chinook-
related recommendations are new suggestions. Mindy provided an overview of the orca decline and acknowledged 
that we’ve known what we need to do in relation to Chinook for a while. After raising the issue in Fall 2017, the 
Governor launched the two-year OTF in March 2018. Public comment was strong and shaped the outcome of the 36 
recommendations. Mindy would describe the recommendations as ambitious, but not truly bold.  

Mindy provided an overview of the three main threats to orcas: prey, vessel traffic/noise, and toxic contaminants. For 
prey, the first recommendation is salmon recovery. On average, the legislature has funded 14% of shovel ready 
projects in the last 10 years, which is simply not enough. WEC doesn’t normally advocate for hatchery fish, but 80% 
of salmon that orcas currently eat are hatchery origin and scientists are unsure if the orcas can tell the difference. CM 
Frantz asked how the experiment of feeding Chinook to sick orcas went last summer. Mindy replied that the 
researchers weren’t sure if the orcas actually consumed the fish or not. There are currently conversations taking place 
to determine whether this should/can be done for other sick orcas. In regards to harvest, the OTF recommended 
evaluating the current levels in 2028 as fishery catch makes up roughly 1% of the population. There are also 
conversations taking place about predation and forage fish. For the vessels category, the threats include whale 
watching, navy/military activity, shipping, and ferries. The urban part of the Salish Sea is already very noisy. For the 
contaminants category, the highest concentrations of toxic chemicals are found in orca calves. Needs include learning 
more about PCBs, ending toxic chemical release, controlling hot spots, enforcing existing laws, monitoring 
chemicals from waste water treatment plants, and reducing stormwater. Some of these are actionable by cities. CM 
Stuart asked about the impact of plastics and microplastics on orcas and salmon. Mindy replied that the OTF did not 
discuss plastics. Microplastics tend to be sticky and attract other toxic chemicals but there isn’t enough science yet 
looking into the impact on orcas or salmon. Microplastics have been found in juvenile Chinook, but it is unclear if 
they are a cause of mortality.  

Mindy outlined the following policy legislation: 
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• HB 1579- Habitat Protections. This bill would give Washington Department of Fish & Wildlife (WDFW) 
civil penalty and compliance authority/tools to better enforce habitat degradation. This bill would also 
change fishing licenses and encourage fishing of nonnative predatory fish. Larry Reymann commented that 
there are currently signs around Lake Washington warning people not to eat the fish, which likely deters 
fishing of nonnative predators. Mindy will follow up with Larry on the specifics of the bill.  

• SB 5577- Vessel Noise and Disturbance. This bill would institute a “go slow” bubble around orcas and 
create a permit system for commercial whale watching. It would also create a rulemaking process for 
WDFW on the number of boats allowed to whale watch at one time. CM Frantz asked how the “go slow” 
buffer would be enforced. Mindy replied that enforcement would be from WDFW boats on patrol. CM 
Buckshnis expressed concern that this process extends 18 months and that the whale watching boats don’t 
follow the rules. Mindy replied that during this process, the whale watching community told the OTF that of 
the 100 or so boats in the community, 70 are Canadian and 30 are based in the U.S. The vast majority of the 
time, the boats are watching other species of whales and only spend about 10-15% of the time watching 
Southern Residents. This bill has strong bi-partisan support. 

• SB 5135- Toxics. This bill will identify, prioritize, and create actions for toxic chemicals.  
• HB 1578- Oil Transport Safety. This bill will reduce the threat of oil spills.  

Mindy commented that while the Governor’s budget contained an estimated $1.1 billion for orca and salmon issues, 
more support for salmon is needed. The House and Senate budgets are expected to be released next week. Mindy 
recommended SRC members contact legislators and work with city lobbyists, emphasizing why these programs are 
important and telling their own story. There is also an opportunity to sign onto a WEC letter supporting the bills 
Mindy outlined. Mindy highlighted a few resources to learn more, including https://orca.wa.gov/ and WEC’s 17 
days, 17 ways campaign. June is orca month. 

Carl Scandella asked if the source of contaminants is known. Mindy replied that scientists are unsure which 
chemicals have the greatest effect on orcas. The biggest sources are likely stormwater or pharmaceuticals in waste 
water. Chair Stokes asked if there is an effort to prioritize actions where orcas spend most of their time. Mindy 
replied that NOAA and WDFW have done population studies to identify the most important fish stocks, which are 
Northern and Central/South Puget Sound runs. This is a reminder that urban populations are critical. Mindy 
suggested that WEC, the SRC, and partners re-group after the current legislative session to plan for future lobbying 
efforts. CM Frantz commented that Canada is looking to build an oil terminal near Vancouver and asked if 
Washington State was involved in any effort to stop this. Mindy replied that the US Tribes are working with First 
Nations in Canada to block the terminal and the Governor is involved.   

VIII) Success Story: Zackuse Creek Fish Passage and Stream Restoration 
Tawni Dalziel, Stormwater Program Manager for the City of Sammamish, presented on the Zackuse Creek Fish 
Passage and Stream Restoration Project. Tawni told the story of how two citizens presented their stories of Kokanee 
recovery and the Snoqualmie Tribe’s cultural history around Lake Sammamish and appealed to the City Council to 
restore fish passage on Zackuse Creek. The Council was moved and as a result, the city removed three culverts and 
restored 400 feet of stream within two years. The Snoqualmie Tribe hosted planting events to restore the riparian 
areas along the restored stream channel, which involved over 100 volunteers. Tawni discussed the challenges of the 
project, including a construction operator strike. The project was successful due to coordination with project partners 
and permit regulators. The project cost $2.4 M and $1.2 M was paid for by grants. CM Buckshnis and Gary Smith 
congratulated Tawni and the project partners. There is a documentary coming out this summer about restoring Lake 
Sammamish Kokanee salmon, which Gary and Jason MK will send around a link for. CM Frantz asked about 
kokanee monitoring. Tawni replied that the Kokanee Work Group annually surveys kokanee use of streams, and the 
City of Sammamish and King County will also be doing monitoring. CM Stuart added that monitoring has increased 
with the risk of kokanee extinction. The Kokanee Work Group is also executing emergency actions to investigate 
predators, parasites, different hatchery strategies and other potential issues affecting kokanee survival.  
 

IX) Next Meeting 
The next SRC meeting is May 16, 2019, 2:00 – 4:15 pm, at the Department of Ecology Bellevue office.  
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May 17, 2019 

 
The Honorable Christine Rolfes 
303 John A. Cherberg Building 
Olympia, WA 98504 
 

The Honorable David Frockt 
227 John A. Cherberg Building  
Olympia, WA 98504 

The Honorable Mark Mullet 
415 Legislative Building  
Olympia, WA 98504 
 

The Honorable John Braun 
403A Legislative Building 
Olympia, WA 98504 

The Honorable Jim Honeyford 
112 Irv Newhouse Building 
Olympia, WA 98504 
 

The Honorable Bob Hasegawa  
223 John A. Cherberg Building  
Olympia, WA 98504 

The Honorable Steve Tharinger 
314 John L. O'Brien Building 
Olympia, WA 98504 
 

The Honorable Beth Doglio  
317 John L. O'Brien Building  
Olympia, WA 98504 

The Honorable Strom Peterson 
324 John L. O'Brien Building 
Olympia, WA 98504 
 

The Honorable Norma Smith 
435 John L. O'Brien Building 
Olympia, WA 98504 

The Honorable Richard DeBolt 
425A Legislative Building 
Olympia, WA 98504 
 

The Honorable Gael Tarleton 
429A Legislative Building 
Olympia, WA 98504 

The Honorable Steve Bergquist 
322 John L. O'Brien Building  
Olympia, WA 98504 

The Honorable Zack Hudgins 
438A Legislative Building  
Olympia, WA 98504 

 
 
RE: Capital budget funding for Puget Sound Acquisition and Restoration program 
and support for Riverbend Floodplain Restoration Project on the Cedar River 
 
 
Dear Honorable Senators and Representatives:  
 
As Chair and Vice Chair of the Lake Washington/Cedar/Sammamish Watershed 
(WRIA 8) Salmon Recovery Council, we want to follow-up on our April 5 letter 
encouraging the legislature to increase funding for the Puget Sound Acquisition and 
Restoration (PSAR) program in the capital budget.  To that end, we want to thank 
you for increasing PSAR funding in the state capital budget, which funded the top 
three projects on the regionally-ranked project list, including the Riverbend 
Floodplain Restoration project on the Cedar River. The science-based projects on 
the PSAR large-capital project list are key to addressing issues that limit salmon 
recovery in Puget Sound, and these projects will increase the abundance of salmon 
as prey for the endangered Southern Resident Orca.  
 
The Riverbend project will restore 52 acres of river floodplain – achieving 40% of 
WRIA 8’s 10-year floodplain habitat restoration goal once completed. Restoring 
river floodplains is the most important action to improve habitat for young salmon  
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Honorable Senators and Representatives 
May 17, 2019 
Page 2 of 2 

 
and increase salmon survival in the Cedar River. More of this work is needed to successfully achieve 
our salmon recovery goals. This multiple benefit project also significantly reduces flood risk to 
major infrastructure, such as State Route 169 and the Cedar River Trail, as well as neighboring 
property owners. 

 
We applaud the legislature’s leadership in providing valuable funding through PSAR to implement 
projects that restore river floodplains, remove barriers that block fish passage, improve riparian 
conditions and stream flows, and restore marine nearshore processes. The PSAR large capital 
project list reflects the results of a robust, scientifically-based review and ranking process to 
prioritize projects that contribute the greatest benefits to recovering Puget Sound Chinook salmon.  
 
Over the past 20 years, since salmon were listed under the Endangered Species Act, salmon 
recovery efforts in Washington state have received just 14% of the estimated funding need. 
Increasing future investments in PSAR and other important funding programs, such as the State 
Salmon Recovery fund and Floodplains by Design, is critical to making meaningful progress on 
recovery goals and to increasing salmon abundance and productivity to support the endangered 
Southern Resident Orca.  
 
We recognize budget decisions are not easy, and we thank you again for increasing PSAR funding 
to implement the top three ranked large capital projects, including the Riverbend project.  Salmon 
recovery is a long-term commitment, and continued state support and investment is essential to 
the success of our commitment to salmon recovery and to restoring the health of Puget Sound. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

          
John Stokes             Mark Phillips 
Chair, WRIA 8 Salmon Recovery Council         Vice-Chair, WRIA 8 Salmon Recovery Council 
Councilmember, City of Bellevue          Councilmember, City of Lake Forest Park 
 
 
cc: WRIA 8 Salmon Recovery Council members 
 Jay Manning, Chair, Puget Sound Leadership Council 

David Troutt, Chair, Puget Sound Salmon Recovery Council  
Laura Blackmore, Executive Director, Puget Sound Partnership 

 Kaleen Cottingham, Director, Recreation and Conservation Office 
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WRIA 8 Updates and Committee Reports 
May 16, 2019 

 
 

• Puget Sound Regional Update – The Puget Sound Salmon Recovery Council (PS SRC) last 
met on March 28. The meeting focused on an update on NOAA’s steelhead recovery plan, 
presentation from the Skokomish tribe on the Skokomish Watershed Chinook Recovery Plan 
overview and recommendations, status of Puget Sound Partnership’s work to develop 
common indictors for Puget Sound restoration, continued discussion of the current approach 
to salmon recovery and recommendations, and discussion and feedback to Puget Sound 
Partnership on the purpose of Puget Sound Vital Signs and how they should be revised 
accordingly. The PS SRC meets next on May 23. Diane Buckshnis, Edmonds City 
Councilmember, and Jason Mulvihill-Kuntz represent WRIA 8. 
 

• The South Central Action Area Caucus (Local Integrating Organization (LIO)) last met on 
May 1. The meeting focused on an update regarding how the LIO will engage with the 
Environmental Protection Agency, updates from Puget Sound Partnership, discussion of 
integrating performance measures for the LIO’s Puget Sound recovery priorities, and a panel 
presentation on shoreline armoring and current restoration efforts, education/outreach and 
incentive programs, and assessment efforts. Jason Mulvihill-Kuntz currently attends to 
represent WRIA 8. The Caucus Group meets next on July 3. 

 
• 2019 State Legislative Priorities update: 

o Please see the summary table of WRIA 8 Capital Budget priorities on page 12. 
 

o Letter to legislature’s Capital Budget leadership – The WRIA 8 Management 
Committee reviewed and approved sending a letter on April 5 to key legislators to 
express WRIA 8’s appreciation for the support for funding the Riverbend Floodplain 
Restoration project on the Cedar River in the Senate’s proposed budget, but to 
encourage the House and Senate to respect the PSAR Large Capital Project list 
ranking and fund the top three projects, including Riverbend, in negotiating a 
compromise budget. The Senate’s proposed budget included funding for the 
Riverbend project through the Puget Sound Acquisition and Restoration program. 
However, the Senate deviated from the ranked project list to fund the #1 ranked 
project and the Riverbend project, ranked #3, but not funding the #2 ranked project. 
While the support for the Riverbend project was exciting, but it was concerning that 
legislators were not adhering to the regional review and ranking process that results 
in the ranked list of priority projects. This “cherry-picking” approach undermines the 
science-based review and ranking process and could erode the PSAR program’s 
credibility. Ultimately, in the final capital budget the legislature increased the funding 
for PSAR, which funded the top three ranked large capital projects, including $5.9 
million to complete Riverbend. A proposed follow-up letter to capital budget 
leadership is part of the consent agenda. 
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• WRIA 8 Salmon Recovery Council membership updates – In late April, Long Live the 

Kings notified WRIA 8 staff the organization no longer has the capacity to be a formal 
member of the WRIA 8 Salmon Recovery Council. They expressed their strong ongoing 
support for WRIA 8’s salmon recovery work and their appreciation for efforts to partner on 
seeking federal funding for both salmon habitat restoration and Ballard Locks repairs, as well 
as state capital and operating funding. They look forward to future collaborations and 
partnerships with WRIA 8. In addition, Charles Ruthford, stakeholder partner representative 
for the Cedar River Council, notified WRIA 8 staff he is stepping down from the CRC, and 
therefore as the CRC rep to WRIA 8, for personal health reasons.  
 

• Ecology-led Watershed Restoration and Enhancement Committee and WRIA 8 
participation – The Streamflow Restoration Act (RCW 90.94) was passed by the legislature 
in 2018 and directs 15 watersheds to develop plans to offset the potential impacts to instream 
flows resulting from new permit-exempt domestic wells. A planning group for the WRIA 8 
geography was convened in late 2018 and is meeting monthly. The objective of the planning 
effort is to complete a plan by June 2021 that estimates the 20-year consumptive use from 
new permit-exempt wells and identifies projects that offset the consumptive use and provide 
net ecological benefit. WRIA 8 staff are attending the planning meetings and serving two 
functions: 1) representing a group of seven cities via a “cities caucus” and 2) serving as an ex 
officio member that participates actively in the planning work but does not vote on the plan. 
The Committee is currently determining how to divide the watershed into sub-basins in order 
to assess impacts of projected consumptive use as well as how to project future consumptive 
use. 
 

• Hiring WRIA 8 Technical Coordinator position – The Technical Coordinator position was 
vacant as of Scott Stolnack’s departure on March 7. The position announcement closed on 
March 15, and the recruitment process is ongoing. We anticipate having the position filled 
and the new Technical Coordinator starting by late May or early June.  
 

• Orca Action Month – June is Orca Action Month! Did you know that when Southern 
Resident Orca pods join together after being separated for a few days or months, they often 
“greet” each other in ritual? Orca Action Month is an opportunity to celebrate one of our 
region’s most iconic species, learn about their needs as a threatened population, and take 
action. A listing of events, including sea kayak tours, film screenings, and festivals, can be 
found at: https://orcamonth.wordpress.com/events/. 

 
• E-news – The April 30 WRIA 8 E-newsletter included information about Long Live the 

Kings’ Survive the Sound program, the 2018 Salish Sea Toxics Monitoring Synthesis report, 
the new Mountains to Sound Greenway designation as a National Heritage Area, grant 
opportunities, upcoming workshops, events, and conferences, and links to several relevant 
news stories. Please send ideas for the June edition of E-news to Laura West at 
lwest@kingcounty.gov by June 7. E-news distribution now includes over 900 recipients. 
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WRIA 8 Committee Reports 

• WRIA 8 Technical Committee – The Technical Committee met on April 10 to review and 
recommend monitoring and research proposals for Cooperative Watershed Management 
(CWM) grant funding, which informed the WRIA 8 Project Subcommittee’s CWM grant 
recommendations.  
 

• WRIA 8 Implementation Committee – The Implementation Committee met on May 7. 
Meeting topics included general WRIA 8 updates, review and discussion of draft 2020 
budget and work plan information, presentation on King County Flood Control District 
priority project implementation in WRIA 8, and review of agenda topics for the May 16 
Salmon Recovery Council meeting.        

WRIA 8 Salmon Recovery Council 5/16/19 - Page 11 of 40



WRIA 8 State Budget Priorities Summary: 

State Agency / Program Budget 

2019-2021  

Budget 

Request 

2019-2021 

Governor’s Budget 

2019-2021 

House  

Budget 

2019-2021 

Senate 

Budget 

FINAL 2019-

2021 Capital 

Budget 

Recreation and Conservation Office 
   

Puget Sound Acquisition and 

Restoration 

Capital $79.6 million $42.5 million $43.6 million* $45.9 million* $49.5 million 

State Salmon Recovery (SRFB-

State portion) 

Capital $88.904 

million 

$35 million $25 million $25 million $25 million 

Washington Wildlife and 

Recreation Program 

Capital $130 million $115 million $80 million $90 million $85 million 

Aquatic Lands Enhancement 

Account 

Capital $6.6 million $4.963 million $4.306 million $6.6 million $6.6 million 

Estuary and Salmon Restoration 

Program 

Capital $20 million $12.5 million $10 million $10 million $10 million 

Brian Abbott Fish Barrier 

Removal Board 

Capital $50 million $25.08 million $25.08 million $30.5 million $26.5 million 

Lead Entity and Regional 

Organization Program  

Operating $866,500 $2.4 million  

(shifted from State 

Salmon Recovery 

capital budget request 

to operating budget) 

$2.4 million      

(part of House 

Capital 

Budget) 

$2.4 million 

(in Senate 

Operating 

Budget)  

$2.4 million 

(part of State 

Salmon 

Recovery capital 

allocation) 

Department of Ecology 
   

Floodplains by Design Capital $70 million $42.8 million $50.4 million+ $42.8 million+ $50.4 million 

Stormwater Financial 

Assistance Program 

Capital $60 million $66 million $35 million $18 million $44 million 

 

* Both House and Senate budgets provide the $30 million in base funding for the grant round allocations apportioned among Puget 

Sound watersheds. The House budget includes funding for the #1 ranked project – Middle Fork Nooksack fish passage – and partial 

funding for the #2 ranked project – Dungeness River Floodplain Restoration. The Senate budget includes funding for the #1 ranked 

large capital project and the Riverbend Floodplain Restoration project on the Cedar River (ranked #3), which the Senate chose to 

proviso in their proposed budget, but not the #2 ranked project. The final capital budget funds the top three ranked large capital 

projects, including Riverbend. 

 

 + The House budget provides funding for the top 9 projects on Ecology’s ranked list, and the Senate budget provides funding for the 

top 8 projects. Neither budget provides funding for the Cedar River Royal Arch Reach Floodplain Reconnection project (ranked #11), 

which would require a $57.2 million funding level. 
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April 5, 2019 

 
The Honorable Christine Rolfes 
303 John A. Cherberg Building 
Olympia, WA 98504 
 

The Honorable David Frockt 
227 John A. Cherberg Building  
Olympia, WA 98504 

The Honorable Mark Mullet 
415 Legislative Building  
Olympia, WA 98504 
 

The Honorable John Braun 
403A Legislative Building 
Olympia, WA 98504 

The Honorable Jim Honeyford 
112 Irv Newhouse Building 
Olympia, WA 98504 
 

The Honorable Bob Hasegawa  
223 John A. Cherberg Building  
Olympia, WA 98504 

The Honorable Steve Tharinger 
314 John L. O'Brien Building 
Olympia, WA 98504 
 

The Honorable Beth Doglio  
317 John L. O'Brien Building  
Olympia, WA 98504 

The Honorable Strom Peterson 
324 John L. O'Brien Building 
Olympia, WA 98504 
 

The Honorable Norma Smith 
435 John L. O'Brien Building 
Olympia, WA 98504 

The Honorable Richard DeBolt 
425A Legislative Building 
Olympia, WA 98504 
 

The Honorable Gael Tarleton 
429A Legislative Building 
Olympia, WA 98504 

The Honorable Steve Bergquist 
322 John L. O'Brien Building  
Olympia, WA 98504 

The Honorable Zack Hudgins 
438A Legislative Building  
Olympia, WA 98504 

 
 
RE: Capital budget funding for Puget Sound Acquisition and Restoration program 
and support for Riverbend Floodplain Restoration Project on the Cedar River 
 
 
Dear Honorable Senators and Representatives:  
 
As Chair and Vice Chair of the Lake Washington/Cedar/Sammamish Watershed 
(WRIA 8) Salmon Recovery Council we were very heartened to learn of the proviso 
to fund the Riverbend Floodplain Restoration Project on the Cedar River in the 
Senate’s proposed capital budget for the Puget Sound Acquisition and Restoration 
(PSAR) program. We thank you and deeply appreciate your support for this project, 
which is so important to salmon recovery in our watershed and Puget Sound.   
 
The PSAR large capital project list reflects the results of a robust, scientifically-
based review and ranking process to prioritize projects that contribute the greatest 
benefits to recovering Puget Sound Chinook salmon. Relying on the rigorous review 
and ranking process helps to ensure that funding decisions are based on the best 
available science, are most likely to produce the desired results, and maintain the 
credibility of and participation in this important program going forward. 
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Honorable Senators and Representatives 
April 5, 2019 
Page 2 of 2 
 
We support the legislature fully funding the PSAR program at $79.6 million; however, we encourage 
the Senate and House to negotiate a level of PSAR funding ($51.4 million) in the budget that 
adheres to the ranked list of large capital projects and funds at least the top three ranked projects, 
including Riverbend (ranked #3). The Riverbend project, and other priority projects on the PSAR 
list, are vital restoration actions that address major issues such as dams, disconnected floodplains, 
and low instream flows, to increase the abundance of salmon for our ailing and endangered 
Southern Resident Orca. Now is the time to make these important investments in salmon habitat 
restoration. 
 
WRIA 8 includes Lake Washington, Lake Sammamish and all the rivers and streams flowing into 
them, as well as the Lake Washington Ship Canal through which all of “our” salmon must pass. This, 
of course, includes the Ballard Locks, where the viewing windows attract thousands of visitors each 
summer and fall hoping to catch a glimpse of returning salmon. Funding the Riverbend project and 
other habitat restoration investments ensure we can continue to have this important cultural and 
regional icon coming back to our local rivers and streams each fall. 
 
The Cedar River Chinook population is the largest and highest priority population of Chinook 
salmon in the watershed, but returns are still well below recovery targets with less than 900 fish 
estimated to have returned in 2018. Floodplain restoration, like the Riverbend project, is the most 
important action to improve habitat for young salmon and to increase salmon survival in the Cedar 
River. Where floodplains have been restored, we know that juvenile and adult salmon immediately 
make use of the calmer waters and refuge opportunities they provide. 
 
The Riverbend project will restore 52 acres of floodplain – making it the largest floodplain 
restoration project on the Cedar River to date once completed. The project will achieve 40% of 
WRIA 8’s 10-year floodplain habitat restoration goal, a major step toward recovering Chinook 
salmon in the watershed. Given the urgency to support survival of the Southern Resident Orca 
population, the project is also timely since it can be completed and begin to produce results in the 
form of increased Chinook abundance as food for the orca. This multiple benefit project also 
significantly reduces flood risk to State Route 169, the Cedar River Trail, and neighboring property 
owners. 
 
We appreciate the challenges involved in making state budget decisions and applaud your 
leadership. Thank you again for your support for funding the Riverbend project and the PSAR 
program, which advances Washington State’s commitment to salmon recovery and restoring the 
health of Puget Sound. 
 
Sincerely, 

          
John Stokes             Mark Phillips 
Chair, WRIA 8 Salmon Recovery Council         Vice-Chair, WRIA 8 Salmon Recovery Council 
Councilmember, City of Bellevue          Councilmember, City of Lake Forest Park 
 
 
cc: WRIA 8 Salmon Recovery Council members 
 Jay Manning, Chair, Puget Sound Leadership Council 

David Troutt, Chair, Puget Sound Salmon Recovery Council  
Sheida Sahandy, Executive Director, Puget Sound Partnership 

 Kaleen Cottingham, Director, Recreation and Conservation Office 
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WRIA 8 2020 DRAFT Budget   

REVENUES
Excludes Snohomish 

County ILA cost share

Includes Snohomish 

County ILA cost share

Excludes Snohomish 

County ILA cost share

Base Revenue

2018 Approved

(reflects 2.53% 

CPIW increase)

2019 Approved 

(Revised)

(reflects 5.65% ILA 

cost share increase)

2020 Proposed (A)

(reflects est. 2.55% CPI-

W increase as of Mar-

2019)

2020 Proposed (B)

(reflects est. 2.55% 

CPI-W increase as of 

Mar-2019)

WRIA 8 ILA Partners Cost Share 581,291            551,654                     629,774                         565,721                        

State Lead Entity grant
1

45,658              60,000                       60,000                           60,000                          

Base Revenues subtotal 626,949            611,654                     689,774                         625,721                       

Additional Revenue 

Puget Sound Acquisition and Restoration project 

development grant
2

48,987              95,675                       51,000                           51,000                          

Salmon SEEson Sponsorship 5,490                5,490                          5,490                              5,490                            

Additional Revenue subtotal 54,477              101,165                     56,490                           56,490                          

TOTAL REVENUE 681,426            712,819                     746,264                         682,211                       

EXPENDITURES

Base Expenditures

Staffing: Salary and Benefits3 2018 Approved

2019 Approved 

(Revised) 2020 Proposed (A) 2020 Proposed (B)

Salmon Recovery Manager 147,555            160,834                     168,050                         168,050                        

Projects and Funding Coordinator 133,080            145,113                     151,530                         151,530                        

Administrative Coordinator 50,306              32,937                       35,764                           35,764                          

Technical Coordination Services 148,737            24,401                       

New Hire - Technical Coordinator 107,318                     128,387                         128,387                        

Overhead4 159,087            163,152                     159,762                         159,762                        

Total Salaries and Benefits subtotal 638,765            633,755                     643,493                         643,493                       

Supplies and Services5

Meeting & event support 2,500                2,593                          2,660                              2,660                            

Consultant/professional services 6,500                6,741                          6,916                              6,916                            

Computers (per staff cost) 9,723                -                              -                                  -                                

Training & misc. supplies 2,500                2,593                          2,660                              2,660                            

Mileage & vehicle use 2,500                2,593                          2,660                              2,660                            

Printing & graphics support 2,500                2,593                          2,660                              2,660                            
Total Supplies & Services subtotal 26,223              17,111                       17,555                           17,555                          

Base Expenditures subtotal 664,988            650,866                     661,048                         661,048                       

38,039              39,212                       35,327                          

Additional Expenditures6

Priorities identified through Plan update (e.g., 

science/ research gaps, monitoring, outreach and 

education initiatives)

               92,000 
TBD - based on SRC 

approval

TBD - based on SRC 

approval

TBD - based on SRC 

approval

Total Additional Expenditures subtotal 92,000              -                              -                                  -                                

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 756,988            650,866                     661,048                         661,048                       

BEGINNING CARRY FORWARD FUND BALANCE7 168,037            69,705                       131,658                         131,658                        

ENDING CARRY FORWARD FUND BALANCE
8

69,705             131,658                     216,874                         152,821                       

 Estimated 2020 Ending Carry Forward 

Fund Balance 

Funded in 2019-2021 state budget; 

Reflects available PSAR funds; SRC 

approved using a portion of these grant 

funds in 2019 budget to address revenue 

shortfall

Funded in 2019-2021 state budget

Reflects updated labor growth rate, 

including union-approved  general wage 

increases.

 As of 2019, computer costs included in 

Overhead above  

WRIA 8 Technical Coordinator vacant as of 

March 2019; Staffing costs are projections 

of hiring new staff.

 Shortfall of $35,327 between base 

revenues and base expenditures in 

Proposed 2020 (B) budget    

5Supplies and services calculation assumes a 3.7% general inflation for 2019 and 2.6% for 2020.
6Additional expenditures for 2019 and 2020 will be dependent on availability of fund balance and based on priorities approved by the Salmon Recovery Council (SRC).
7Cost savings carry forward balance is from staff salary savings and ILA funding offset by grants and sponsorships carried forward from previous years. As of May 2019, total available carry forward balance is 

$131,658. 
8Carry forward fund balance is available to advance priority actions identified through the Plan update and/or to fill revenue gaps due to federal and state funding reductions. 

1 Lead Entity grant funds ($60,000) received through the RCO is dependent upon state legislative appropriation.
2 Puget Sound Acquisitions and Restoration project development grant funds dependent on state legislative appropriation.
3Salaries and benefits calculation assumes a 4% labor growth for 2019 and 3% for 2020 based on King County Financial Planning Assumptions and Guidance (2017-2026). The rate includes general wage increases, 

cost of living, benefits and retirement. 
4Overhead is calculated based on estimate of King County administrative cost distribution ($50,027 per FTE in 2019 and in 2020). Total overhead cost for 2020 is based on 3.0 FTE at $50,027 per FTE plus 0.40 FTE at 

$9,495. Overhead cost includes Department of Natural Resources Director's Office, Water and Land Resources Division Director's Office, graphic and GIS systems support, computer services and support, Human 

Resources, Financial management, Office Support Services, and King Street Center building rent and maintenance charges. 

5/10/2019WRIA 8 Salmon Recovery Council 5/16/19 - Page 15 of 40



 

 

DRAFT 2020 WRIA 8 Budget Options  
May 16, 2019 

 

WRIA 8 is in active discussions with Snohomish County to try and bring them back as a WRIA 8 

interlocal agreement (ILA) partner in 2020. The table below identifies 2020 WRIA 8 budget options 

for WRIA 8 Salmon Recovery Council consideration to address the anticipated $35,327 shortfall 

between base revenues and base expenditures if Snohomish County does not return as an ILA 

partner in 2020.  

 

Options Pros / Cons 

1. Continue 2019 approach – Use a portion of 
available Puget Sound Acquisition and 
Restoration project development grant funds 
and/or WRIA 8 carry-forward funds to cover 
potential revenue shortfall. 

Pros:  

 No reduction in WRIA 8 services;  

 Adequate balance of PSAR project 
development grant funding available to cover 
revenue gap (estimated PSAR grant funds = 
$51,000). 

 Uses carry-forward funds (estimated at 
$131,658 as of May 1, 2019) as “rainy day” 
funding to cover revenue gap; 

Cons:  

 Reduces carry-forward fund balance available 
to support other watershed priorities that are 
difficult to fund through grants or other 
sources;  

 Flexibility in using the funds is limited – PSAR 
funds must be tied to project development 
activities and are not available for certain 
types of staffing costs. 

2. Recalculate the WRIA 8 ILA cost share total 
(including Snohomish County cost share) 
across 27 remaining ILA partners (11.3% 
increase over revised 2019 cost shares). 

Pros:  

 No reduction in WRIA 8 services. 

 Meets full cost recovery for service provider. 
Cons:  

 WRIA 8 partner 2020 cost shares increase 
11.3%.  
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3.  Incremental ILA cost share increase 
combined with grant/carryforward funds to 
achieve full cost recovery over three years 
(2022): 

 2020 = increase ILA cost shares 4% 
($573,720) + $32,640 in 
grant/carryforward funds 

 2021 = increase ILA cost share 5.5% 
($605,275) + $21,076 

 2022 = increase ILA cost share 6.75% 
($646,131) + ~ $0 

Pros:  

 Maintains consistent level of WRIA 8 services 
and achieves full cost recovery. 

 Less financial burden to partners than 
covering full gap through ILA cost share 
(Option 2). 

 Gradually increases ILA cost share over three 
years rather than full increase in first year. 

Cons:  

 Requires using grant and/or carryforward 
funds to off-set amount of shortfall not 
covered by ILA increase. 

 Increases annual partner cost shares greater 
than annual CPI-W estimate. 

4. Reduce WRIA 8 staffing commensurate 
with the shortfall amount 

Pros:  

 No increased costs to WRIA 8 partners. 
Cons:  

 Reduced WRIA 8 staffing in 2020 and 
potential long-term impacts to staff capacity. 
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Exhibit A

Regional Watershed Salmon Recovery Funding

WRIA Based Cost-share:  WRIA 8 2020 2020

$629,774

$565,721

 

WRIA 8 Jurisdiction Population (Pop) Assessed Value (AV) Area (Sq. Mi.)

WRIA 8 

Jurisdiction

Beaux Arts 308 0.02% $149,999,000 0.04% 0.08 0.02% 0.03% $160 0.03% $177 0.03% $159 Beaux Arts

Bellevue 140,700 9.35% $50,826,143,242 13.03% 33.53 7.20% 9.86% $62,096 10.92% $68,775 10.92% $61,780 Bellevue

Bothell 44,370 2.95% $9,020,800,508 2.31% 13.66 2.93% 2.73% $17,203 3.05% $19,214 3.05% $17,260 Bothell

Clyde Hill 3,015 0.20% $2,341,849,800 0.60% 1.06 0.23% 0.34% $2,157 0.38% $2,372 0.38% $2,131 Clyde Hill

Edmonds 41,260 2.74% $8,986,377,504 2.30% 8.99 1.93% 2.33% $14,646 2.59% $16,314 2.59% $14,655 Edmonds

Hunts Point 415 0.03% $1,041,880,600 0.27% 0.29 0.06% 0.12% $750 0.13% $818 0.13% $735 Hunts Point

Issaquah 36,030 2.39% $9,745,544,054 2.50% 12.06 2.59% 2.49% $15,709 2.78% $17,499 2.78% $15,719 Issaquah

Kenmore 22,580 1.50% $4,112,738,085 1.05% 6.16 1.32% 1.29% $8,139 1.44% $9,094 1.44% $8,169 Kenmore

Kent 0 0.00% $1,714,000 0.00% 0.45 0.10% 0.03% $203 0.04% $231 0.04% $207 Kent

King County (Uninc.) 129,867 8.63% $19,735,571,870 5.06% 163.25 35.07% 16.25% $102,351 18.34% $115,480 18.34% $103,735 King County (Uninc.)

Kirkland 86,080 5.72% $23,465,531,235 6.01% 17.83 3.83% 5.19% $32,675 5.76% $36,288 5.76% $32,597 Kirkland

Lake Forest Park 12,990 0.86% $2,737,840,500 0.70% 3.51 0.75% 0.77% $4,868 0.86% $5,431 0.86% $4,879 Lake Forest Park

Maple Valley 2,428 0.16% $511,454,591 0.13% 0.94 0.20% 0.16% $1,037 0.18% $1,159 0.18% $1,041 Maple Valley

Medina 3,205 0.21% $3,731,563,700 0.96% 1.41 0.30% 0.49% $3,092 0.54% $3,388 0.54% $3,043 Medina

Mercer Island 24,210 1.61% $12,643,498,362 3.24% 6.29 1.35% 2.07% $13,018 2.28% $14,357 2.28% $12,897 Mercer Island

Mill Creek 19,960 1.33% $3,658,647,180 0.94% 4.68 1.01% 1.09% $6,864 1.22% $7,663 1.22% $6,884 Mill Creek

Mountlake Terrace 21,290 1.41% $2,781,717,655 0.71% 4.16 0.89% 1.01% $6,343 1.13% $7,099 1.13% $6,377 Mountlake Terrace

Mukilteo 18,317 1.22% $4,452,292,817 1.14% 6.00 1.29% 1.22% $7,658 1.36% $8,539 1.36% $7,671 Mukilteo

Newcastle 11,280 0.75% $2,720,406,958 0.70% 4.46 0.96% 0.80% $5,049 0.90% $5,638 0.90% $5,064 Newcastle

Redmond 62,110 4.13% $17,701,759,681 4.54% 16.47 3.54% 4.07% $25,618 4.52% $28,476 4.52% $25,580 Redmond

Renton 62,221 4.13% $10,081,764,966 2.58% 13.92 2.99% 3.24% $20,381 3.62% $22,777 3.62% $20,460 Renton

Sammamish 50,688 3.37% $13,191,274,463 3.38% 19.09 4.10% 3.62% $22,777 4.03% $25,404 4.03% $22,820 Sammamish

Seattle 467,828 31.09% $143,994,084,034 36.91% 53.01 11.39% 26.46% $166,645 29.26% $184,276 29.26% $165,533 Seattle

Shoreline 55,060 3.66% $10,250,413,250 2.63% 11.58 2.49% 2.92% $18,420 3.26% $20,550 3.26% $18,460 Shoreline

Sno. Co. (Uninc.) 174,509 11.60% $27,335,231,451 7.01% 55.44 11.91% 10.17% $64,053 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 Snoh. Co. (Uninc.)

Woodinville 11,660 0.77% $3,217,273,067 0.82% 5.66 1.22% 0.94% $5,908 1.05% $6,597 1.05% $5,926 Woodinville

Woodway 1,340 0.09% $622,335,140 0.16% 1.16 0.25% 0.17% $1,045 0.19% $1,165 0.19% $1,047 Woodway

Yarrow Point 1,040 0.07% $1,109,293,500 0.28% 0.36 0.08% 0.14% $906 0.16% $992 0.16% $891 Yarrow Point

Totals 1,504,761 100.0% $390,169,001,213 100.0% 465.52 100.0% $629,774 100.0% $629,774 100.00% $565,721

2020 TOTAL $629,774 $629,774 $565,721

NOTE:  

King County land area excludes the Upper Cedar basin, which is Seattle's protected municipal watershed

City of Kent jurisdiction in WRIA 8 is solely the Kent Watershed and no population is attributed to this area

DATA SOURCES:  

 ◦ 2018 Assessor's data (King and Snohomish County)

 ◦ 2017 Census tracts for population (for jurisidctions partially in WRIA 8)

 ◦ Washington State Office of Financial Management (OFM) 2017 population (for jurisidctions wholely within WRIA 8); 

 ◦ 2017 King County Cities

 ◦ 2017 Snohomish County Cities

Note: Total reflects WRIA 8 SRC approval to estimate the increase in the interlocal agreement (ILA) cost share to cover base expenditures using the CPI-W rate (2.55% as of March 2019) as 

a proxy for annual service cost increases in the 2020 WRIA 8 budget.

  2020 Cost-Share Amount - 

2.55% increase (Average of 

Pop, AV, Area) maintaining full 

cost recovery total cost-share 

amount and covering shortfall 

left by Snohomish County 

across remaining ILA partners 

(11.3% increase)

Maintaining full cost recovery cost-

share amount including 

Snohomish County or covering 

shortfall left by Snohomish County 

across remaining ILA partnersDRAFT Cost Share Options for 2020 Budget

  2020 Cost-Share Amount - 

2.55% increase (Average of 

Pop, AV, Area) reduced total 

cost-share amount based on 

not covering shortfall from 

loss of Snohomish County 

cost share

Reduced total cost-share amount 

based on removal of Snohomish 

County cost share

2020 Cost-Share 

Amount - 2.55% 

increase (Average of 

Pop, AV, Area) 

including Snohomish 

County cost share 

WRIA 8_ILACostShare_2020_DRAFT_050919
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DRAFT WRIA 8 Staff Team – 2020 Work Plan 
 

DRAFT WRIA8_20192020_Work_Plan       1 

Topic Deliverable/Outcome Staffing 

WRIA 8 Salmon Recovery Council & Regional/State Coordination 
WRIA 8 Salmon Recovery Council  
Schedule and staff WRIA 8 Salmon Recovery Council 
(SRC) meetings. Coordinate overall WRIA 8 
implementation effort under auspices of the WRIA 8 
SRC. Schedule and staff WRIA 8 Management 
Committee for annual budget and work plan review.  
 
Identify and inform SRC of emerging issues/topics 
affecting salmon recovery (e.g., climate change, 
regulatory updates, capital/capacity funding, etc.). 

 5-Up to 6 meetings of WRIA 8 SRC 

 1 meeting of WRIA 8 Management Committee 

 1 meeting of the WRIA 8 Membership 
Committee (if needed) 

 2019 2020 state and federal legislative 
priorities 

 1 project tour for SRC members, state 
legislators, federal congressional staff  

 Meeting materials – agendas, briefing 
documents, presentations, minutes, etc. 

 2019 2021 work plan and budget 

 New member briefings 

0.25 FTE Salmon Recovery 
Manager 
 
0.20 15 FTE Administrative 
Coordinator 
 

Coordination with Puget Sound Partnership and 
regional salmon recovery effort 
Represent WRIA 8 in regional work with the Puget 
Sound Partnership (PSP), Puget Sound Salmon 
Recovery Council (PS SRC), Puget Sound Watershed 
Leads, and the South Central Puget Sound Caucus 
Group to seek funding, inform policy, and provide 
other appropriate assistance for WRIA 8 plan 
implementation.   
 
Coordinate with NOAA Fisheries, US Fish and 
Wildlife Service, Co-Managers, PSP and other 
watershed groups on implementation of overall 
Puget Sound Chinook Salmon Recovery Plan (of 
which WRIA 8 Plan is a chapter).  Negotiate for 
benefits to WRIA 8 ILA partners and resources for 
plan implementation. 

 Attendance at up to 6 PS SRC meetings , 12 PS 
Watershed Leads meetings or calls and 3-4 
South Central Puget Sound Caucus meetings 
to represent WRIA 8’s interests/concerns 

 Regular updates to WRIA 8 SRC on regional 
salmon issues  

 Responses to frequent requests/tasks from 
the Puget Sound salmon recovery process 

 Coordination with other watersheds on 
shared interests, particularly increasing 
capacity/funding for plan implementation and 
legislative outreach and education 

 Coordinate with Puget Sound Lead Entities to 
identify improvements to the Puget Sound 
Acquisition and Restoration (PSAR) funding 
process  

 
 

0.15 FTE Salmon Recovery 
Manager 
 
0.10 FTE Projects and Funding 
Coordinator 
 
0.10 FTE Technical Coordinator 
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DRAFT WRIA 8 Staff Team – 2020 Work Plan 
 

DRAFT WRIA8_20192020_Work_Plan       2 

Topic Deliverable/Outcome Staffing 
Coordination with Recreation and Conservation 
Office (RCO) and Governor’s Salmon Recovery 
Office (GSRO) 
Implement and administer state lead entity contract 
as salmon recovery Lead Entity for WRIA 8. 
Participate on Washington Salmon Coalition (WSC) 
to coordinate with other Lead Entities across the 
state and advance items of shared importance.  

 Semi-annual Lead Entity grant progress 
reports and billings 

 Participation in up to 12 Washington Salmon 
Coalition meetings/conference calls  to 
coordinate on statewide salmon recovery 
issues and advance initiatives of importance 
to the statewide salmon recovery effort 

 Work with other Lead Entities on increasing 
capacity/funding for implementation and 
communicating salmon recovery messages  

 Coordinate with Lead Entities to identify 
improvements to the Salmon Recovery 
Funding Board (SRFB) funding process and 
work with RCO and GSRO to implement 
actions on behalf of project sponsors  

0.20 15 FTE Projects and Funding 
Coordinator  
 
0.10 05 FTE Salmon Recovery 
Manager 

 

Support Plan Implementation 
WRIA 8 Implementation Committee 
Coordinate with staff of WRIA 8 ILA partners and 
other stakeholders on plan implementation.  
Prioritize implementation actions, seek 
partnerships, and develop strategies to implement 
priority programmatic recommendations identified 
in WRIA 8 Plan update.   
  
 

 Up to 9 WRIA 8 Implementation Committee 
meetings 

 Recommendations for programmatic actions 
based on WRIA 8 Plan update; other 
deliverables to be determined as strategies 
are developed 

 Coordinate with partners to continue to 
implement programmatic priorities, such as 
Green Shorelines and riparian stewardship 
strategies 
 

0.20 15 FTE Salmon Recovery 
Manager 
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Topic Deliverable/Outcome Staffing 
Salmon Recovery Funding Board (SRFB) and Puget 
Sound Acquisition and Restoration (PSAR) Grants 
Support the WRIA 8 SRC (in their role as citizen-
based committee under RCW 77.85) in developing, 
prioritizing, and presenting grant proposals to the 
state’s Salmon Recovery Funding Board (SRFB) for 
SRFB and PSAR funds. Track SRFB/PSAR policies and 
procedures. 

 Maintain and update WRIA 8 Four-Year Work 
Plan 

 Issue request for proposals, conduct outreach 
to project proponents 

 Provide project development assistance to 
sponsors during the active grant period and 
throughout the year 

 Lead Project Subcommittee field trip of grant 
project sites  

 Facilitate Project Subcommittee review and  
ranking and development of funding 
recommendations 

 Present Project Subcommittee funding 
recommendations to SRC 

 Support applicants throughout the application 
process and serve as an expert on program 
requirements 

 Assist applicants in responding to SRFB 
Technical Review Panel comments and RCO 
grant manager needs for information 

 Attend SRFB meetings, as necessary, to 
represent WRIA 8 interests and priorities 

 Host grant application workshop/info session 
for project sponsors 

0.25 FTE Projects and Funding 
Coordinator 

King County Flood Control District Cooperative 
Watershed Management (CWM) Grants 
Support the WRIA 8 SRC in developing, prioritizing, 
and presenting project and program grant 
recommendations to King County Flood Control 
District (FCD) for Cooperative Watershed 
Management grant funding. Track FCD policies and 

 Secure SRC funding guidance for 20192020 

 Issue request for proposals, outreach to 
project sponsors 

 Provide project development assistance to 
sponsors during the active grant period and 
throughout the year 

0.25 FTE Projects and Funding 
Coordinator 
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DRAFT WRIA8_20192020_Work_Plan       4 

Topic Deliverable/Outcome Staffing 
procedures, and coordinate with King County as the 
grant program administrator.  

 Lead Project Subcommittee field trip to review 
proposals 

 Facilitate Project Subcommittee review and  
ranking and development of funding 
recommendations 

 Present CWM recommendations to SRC and 
the King County Flood Control District 

 Provide ongoing support to project sponsors 
throughout application process  

 Work with FCD and King County grant 
administrator on review and management of 
grants 

Habitat Project Tracking and Reporting on 
Implementation Progress 
 
Track and report on implementation of habitat 
restoration projects (including approved WRIA 8 
grants and actions from other regional funding 
sources as appropriate).  
 
Manage WRIA 8 data in State project tracking 
database(s) and improve database(s) as 
implementation tracking and reporting tools for 
WRIA 8. Track HWS policies and procedures.  
 
Periodically, report on progress implementing WRIA 
8 Plan habitat goals and recovery strategies 
consistent with WRIA 8 Monitoring and Assessment 
Plan.  
 

 Produce an implementation progress report 
to SRC and partners 

 Provide an implementation progress update 
to SRC 

 Assist project managers on CWM reporting to 
the King County Flood Control District 

 Assist project managers on SRFB reporting to 
RCO/GSRO staff 

 Obtain information from project managers to 
update information on their projects in state 
project tracking database(s) and to support 
WRIA 8 project implementation tracking, 
consistent with the WRIA 8 Monitoring and 
Assessment Plan 

0.10 15 FTE Projects and Funding 
Coordinator 
 
0.10 FTE Salmon Recovery 
Manager 
 
0.15 FTE Technical Coordinator 
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Topic Deliverable/Outcome Staffing 
Refine, improve, and update new project mapping 
application using King County’s iMap platform as a 
project implementation and communication tool. 

Funding for Plan Implementation/Legislative 
Outreach 
Coordinate with WRIA 8 partners and organizations, 
including Puget Sound Partnership, Recreation and 
Conservation Office and other watersheds 
regionally and statewide, to develop a funding 
strategy that seeks federal, state, and other funding 
opportunities for Plan implementation. 
 
Research new grant and funding opportunities.  
Help establish partnerships and seek funding for 
priority projects.  Identify grant funding 
opportunities that support multiple benefits, 
including salmon habitat protection and restoration.  
 
Track and report on salmon recovery related budget 
priorities and legislation. Brief partners and engage 
where appropriate to promote WRIA 8 interests.   

 Briefings/emails to SRC and partners regarding 
2019 2020 state and federal legislative 
priorities 

 Email notifications regarding funding 
opportunities 

 Targeted development of priority projects 
with sponsors 

 Promotion Promote of potential grant funding 
sources on WRIA 8 website and through E-
news 

 Contract with grant writer to help write grants 
as opportunities arise 

 Support efforts to identify and develop 
alternative funding mechanisms  

 Report to SRC regarding funding strategy for 
WRIA 8 Plan implementation 

 Regular communication on state/federal 
budgets and corresponding with decision-
makers through letters and in person, as 
needed, to support priority budget items 

 Targeted tours to raise awareness among 
specific decision-makers 

0.10 FTE Salmon Recovery 
Manager 
 
0.10 Projects and Funding 
Coordinator 
 
 
 

Communications/Outreach & Education –Telling 
the Salmon Recovery Story  
Develop education and outreach implementation 
strategy to prioritize efforts and focus available 
resources.  
 

 Develop and distribute WRIA 8 E-news every 
other month (months without SRC meetings) 

 Press releases  

 Project/program fact sheets 

 Project tours to highlight priority projects and 
share implementation progress with local and 

0.05 15 FTE Administrative 
Coordinator 
 
0.10 FTE Salmon Recovery 
Manager 
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Topic Deliverable/Outcome Staffing 
Raise awareness about salmon recovery and WRIA 8 
Plan update priorities with ILA partners and 
watershed stakeholders. 
 
Seek funding and partnerships with WRIA 8 
jurisdictions and partners, agencies and non-profits 
to implement outreach and education efforts that 
support WRIA 8 Plan. Ongoing efforts include:  

 Salmon SEEson program to promote 
awareness and support for salmon recovery  

 Green Shorelines effort to promote more 
salmon-friendly shorelines 

 Encouraging stewardship of riparian areas 
(focus on Cedar River, Issaquah Creek and 
Bear Creek) 

 Build public support for Cedar River 
restoration 

 Stormwater Outreach for Regional 
Municipalities (STORM) to address polluted 
runoff by advancing broad-scale behavior 
change 

 

state elected officials, partners, and 
Congressional delegation 

 Annual Salmon SEEson campaign  

 WRIA 8 website updates 

 Support King County public outreach to Cedar 
River community on restoration projects, 
including attendance at public meetings. 

 Meet with local governments and other 
partners to maintain a working understanding  
of WRIA 8 Plan priorities and opportunities for 
implementing actions 

 

Technical Coordination 
WRIA 8 Technical Committee 

Coordinate and facilitate 8-10 WRIA 8 Technical 
Committee (W8TC) meetings. Provide technical 
support and analysis to WRIA 8 SRC and Team. 
Focus in 2019 2020on monitoring and assessment 
priorities detailed in the WRIA 8 Plan update (e.g., 
elevated water temperatures in Ship Canal and 

 Agendas 

 Records of decisions made by Technical 
Committee 

 Analysis/reporting/presentations to SRC 

 Recommendations for priority research and 
monitoring investments 

 Recommendations for project additions to 
Four-Year Work Plan 

0.25 30 FTE Technical 
Coordinator 

WRIA 8 Salmon Recovery Council 5/16/19 - Page 24 of 40



DRAFT WRIA 8 Staff Team – 2020 Work Plan 
 

DRAFT WRIA8_20192020_Work_Plan       7 

Topic Deliverable/Outcome Staffing 
Sammamish River, artificial light, predation in Lake 
Washington and Ship Canal, etc.). 
 
Review and provide technical feedback on project 
concepts funded by WRIA 8 grants. Review projects 
requesting to be added to Four-Year Work Plan to 
ensure they align with WRIA 8 recovery 
strategies/goals.  
 
Implement Habitat/Harvest/Hatchery (H-
Integration) subcommittee recommendations as 
appropriate and feasible. 
 
Work with Implementation Committee to assess 
overall progress in implementing plan. 

 Review harvest/hatchery management plans 
 

Coordinate Monitoring and Adaptive Management 
Efforts 
Work with the W8TC, Implementation Committee, 
PSP, WRIA 8 jurisdictions, SRC and other partners to 
implement the WRIA 8 Monitoring and Assessment 
Plan (MAP).  
 
Track and report on indicator metrics for WRIA 8 
Plan habitat goals. Coordinate reporting to SRC, 
PSP, EPA and others. 
 
Coordinate and produce other monitoring products 
arising from implementing Monitoring PlanMAP 
(e.g., juvenile and adult Chinook abundance trends, 
flow characterization, lakeshore change 
assessments, land cover change assessments). 
 

 Assessments of existing habitat and salmon 
monitoring information to identify gaps and 
beneficial information for WRIA 8 

 Reports, documentation and presentations to 
WRIA 8 SRC 

 Pertinent data and technical study results 
posted on WRIA 8 website  

 Scopes of work, requests for proposals, and 
work products created by contractors 

 Grant proposals, and other funding packages 
and partnerships to implement technical 
priorities 

0.60 50 FTE Technical 
Coordinator 
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Topic Deliverable/Outcome Staffing 
Organize and oversee technical services contractors 
to carry out specific technical tasks (e.g., related to 
monitoring, studies, and data management). 
 
Seek funding and partnerships to continue 
monitoring activities. 

Administration 
Conduct general administration work in support of 
the WRIA 8 interlocal agreement (ILA) and 
memorandum of understanding.  
 
Supervise and lead WRIA 8 Team, hire staff and 
evaluate staff performance.   
 
Develop and manage WRIA 8 budget and staff team 
work plan, grant billings/reporting, and trimester 
billings and progress reports to ILA parties. 

 WRIA 8 team meetings 

 Hiring of staff when necessary 

 ILA trimester billings/reports 
 Grant billings/reports 

0.15 10 FTE Administrative 
Coordinator 

 
0.10 FTE Salmon Recovery 
Manager 
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Lake Washington/Cedar/Sammamish Watershed (WRIA 8)  

Project Subcommittee Funding Report – 2019 

King County Flood Control District Cooperative Watershed Management Grants  

Summary of Available Funding: Table 1 summarizes the 2019 Cooperative Watershed Management 

(CWM) grant funding in WRIA 8. The total available includes WRIA 8’s 2019 allocation from the King 

County Flood Control District plus funds returned from past grant rounds.  

Table 1. Summary of 2019 Cooperative Watershed Management (CWM) Grant Funds – WRIA 8 

2019 CWM Funding Requested $2,005,144 

2019 CWM Allocation  $1,756,563 

Returned Funds $220,901 

Total Funding Available $1,977,464 

Difference between Requested and Available Funds ($27,680) 

 

Summary of Funding Recommendations: The recommendations outlined in this report allocate funds 

across eligible categories as follows (for a list of all proposals see Attachment 1): 

 Habitat protection and restoration projects - $965,000 

 Riparian habitat and stewardship projects - $496,366 

 Monitoring and studies - $300,000 

 Outreach and education - $90,818 

The WRIA 8 Project Subcommittee (Subcommittee) recommends grant awards totaling $1,852,184. 

Leading up to the grant deadline, WRIA 8 was informed of $220,901 in returned funds. The 

Subcommittee’s recommendations obligate the 2019 CWM allocation and $95,261 of the returned fund 

balance. The remainder ($125,280) is proposed to be carried forward to the 2020 grant round.  

Also of note, the amount allocated to riparian habitat projects exceeds the 15% project funding target 

established by the WRIA 8 Salmon Recovery Council (Council). The Subcommittee determined these to 

be strong proposals that align with a high priority WRIA 8 recovery strategy, and given the availability of 

funds, the Subcommittee recommends these proposals be fully funded rather than carrying the funds 

forward to the next grant cycle.     

Grant Eligibility and Administration: Activities proposed for CWM funding must occur within King 

County, and the proposed scope and budget must meet the guidelines and policies outlined by King 

County, who administers CWM grants. Eligible activities include habitat restoration (including planning 

and design), acquisition, monitoring, and public outreach and education. Matching funds are not 

required but are encouraged. Proposed activities must be reflected on the WRIA 8 Four-Year Work Plan. 

Project Subcommittee Process: The Subcommittee (participants listed in Attachment 3) reviews grant 

proposals and develops funding recommendations for consideration by the Council. The Subcommittee 

visits project sites and receives in-office presentations from project sponsors and assesses each proposal 

using the WRIA 8 grant criteria. The criteria are a tool to evaluate the degree to which proposals align 
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with WRIA 8 recovery objectives, and funding is prioritized for proposals that demonstrate the greatest 

capacity to successfully implement WRIA 8 objectives and recovery strategies. 

Salmon Recovery Council Guidance for Allocating CWM Funds: Consistent with past years, the Council 

approved guidance to apply to the Subcommittee’s allocation of CWM funds across eligible categories 

(November 2018 Council meeting). The Council adopted status quo funding guidance, setting the 

maximum for monitoring at $300,000 and the maximum for outreach and education at $96,000. The 

remaining balance is the amount for restoration and acquisition projects (with up to 15% of this amount 

as a target for projects focused entirely on riparian restoration and stewardship). The Council also 

granted the Subcommittee the flexibility to deviate from the funding targets where watershed priorities 

and the merits of the proposals justify doing so. 

1 Million Trees Assistance Program 

In addition to evaluating CWM grants, all King County WRIAs were asked to help prioritize one-time 

funds specifically set aside to support King County’s 1 Million Trees Initiative. King County looked to the 

WRIAs because the existing grant review process is highly effective and science-based.  

WRIA 8 requested proposals for both CWM and 1 Million Trees in the same announcement, and the 

Subcommittee reviewed proposals for both funding sources during their evaluation meetings. A brief 

summary and list of proposals in provided in Attachment 2.   
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2019 CWM Funding Recommendation Summary – Acquisition and Restoration Projects  

1. Issaquah Creek Headwaters Protection – King County 

Grant Request: $250,000 Funding Recommended: $250,000 

The Issaquah Creek Headwaters Protection project will acquire, in fee, 125 acres at the confluence 

of Carey and Holder Creeks, which come together to form Issaquah Creek. The property is currently 

under a conservation easement, and fee acquisition will provide much greater certainty over the 

extent of restoration that can occur in the future. This confluence area is highly valuable for salmon 

spawning and rearing, and full ownership of this site will enable future process-based restoration 

efforts consistent with the WRIA 8 Plan and habitat restoration goals.  

2. Scheuerman Creek Marine Shoreline and Riparian Restoration Feasibility Study – City of Seattle 

Grant Request: $75,000 Funding Recommended: $75,000 

Scheuerman Creek flows from Discovery Park and enters Puget Sound through a perched culvert 

located among a rip-rapped shoreline. The City of Seattle is proposing to undertake a feasibility 

study to assess options for restoring fish passage to the creek and restoring the adjacent shoreline. 

The creek is the closest freshwater stream to the Ballard Locks, and restoration here will offer 

refuge and rearing opportunities for juvenile salmon soon after they pass through the Locks. Grant 

funding will support the feasibility study and development of conceptual designs and cost estimates.    

3. Holder Creek Restoration – King County 

Grant Request: $240,000 Funding Recommended: $240,000 

Located adjacent to the acquisition referenced in #1 above, this project involves placing large wood 

in a 1,700-foot segment of Holder Creek on property recently acquired by King County from the 

Washington Department of Natural Resources. The property has been used for grazing for over a 

century, and wood placements are intended to enhance channel complexity to improve spawning 

and rearing habitat for Chinook and other salmon species. Grant funding will support design and 

construction of this restoration project, proposed to be implemented as soon as the summer of 

2020. The award is conditioned for Technical Committee design review. 

4. Derby Creek Habitat Enhancement – King County 

Grant Request: $400,000 Funding Recommended: $400,000 

Derby Creek is a tributary to the Sammamish River located between Redmond and Woodinville. The 

creek’s water volume is small, but it is a source of cold water, which is critically important along the 

Sammamish. The current connection of the creek to the river is through a perched culvert. This 

project will reconstruct the confluence of the creek and river, replace two fish barrier culverts with 

box culverts, and restore riparian habitat along the lower creek. Doing so will create a cool-water 

refuge area for salmon and provide fish access to the currently disconnected stream. Given the 

project type and location, the sponsor will be asked to perform effectiveness monitoring.     
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2019 CWM Funding Recommendation Summary – Riparian Habitat/Stewardship Projects 

1. Cedar River Stewardship-in-Action – Forterra 

Grant Request: $281,269 Funding Recommended: $281,269 

Cedar River Stewardship-in-Action is a long-standing partnership between Forterra, Seattle Public 

Utilities, and King County’s Noxious Weeds Control Program, the focus of which is to control 

knotweed and other invasive plant species and revegetate the riparian corridor along the Cedar 

River downstream of Landsburg Dam. This effort has reduced the knotweed footprint along the 

Cedar by 95% since 2008, and with that success, the program is pivoting toward more extensive 

riparian revegetation. Grant funding will support continued invasive plant surveys and weed control 

efforts, as well as increased landowner outreach and private property planting projects.   

2. Lake Sammamish State Park Riparian and Floodplain Restoration and Planting – Mountains to 

Sound Greenway Trust 

Grant Request: $42,680 Funding Recommended: $42,680 

The Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust seeks to continue their restoration efforts within Lake 

Sammamish State Park by removing non-native vegetation and planting native shrubs and trees to 

enhance the riparian corridor along Issaquah Creek. This segment of stream is used by numerous 

salmon species, and the project will involve volunteer planting events to engage the community and 

expand awareness about the importance of functional habitat for salmon.  

3. Issaquah Creek Basin Riparian Restoration – Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust 

Grant Request: $72,424 Funding Recommended: $72,424 

Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust will improve salmon habitat by continuing a multi-year project 

to remove knotweed and other invasive plant species and reforest the riparian zone of Issaquah 

Creek and its tributaries with native trees and shrubs. This work will take place primarily on private 

land, and in addition to habitat improvement, the project will educate landowners on the 

importance of healthy waterways for salmon recovery and stewardship of their properties. 

4. Bear Creek Riparian Enhancement Project – Forterra 

Grant Request: $99,993 Funding Recommended: $99,993 

Following the model of Cedar River Stewardship-in-Action, Forterra recently initiated 

comprehensive knotweed control efforts on public and private properties along Bear Creek, 

accompanied by revegetation of riparian buffers. This grant will be used to expand knotweed 

control efforts throughout the watershed and will replant native vegetation on sites where 

knotweed has been successfully controlled. 
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2019 CWM Funding Recommendation Summary – Monitoring/Studies 

The WRIA 8 Technical Committee received presentations on all proposals submitted under the 

monitoring/studies category. The Technical Committee identified the highest priorities for funding 

consistent with their work in 2018 to prioritize monitoring and assessment needs. The Subcommittee 

used the Technical Committee’s prioritization in their development of funding recommendations and 

adhered to the Technical Committee’s prioritization in the recommendations that follow. 

1. Juvenile Salmon (Fish Out) Monitoring: Cedar River – Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife 

Grant Request: $157,330 Funding Recommended: $157,330 

Estimate the abundance of juvenile salmon migrating from the Cedar River through operation of a 

rotary screw trap. This data is used to assess survival at various life stages and allows for measuring 

progress toward Chinook recovery goals.  

2. Adult Chinook (Fish In) Monitoring – King County 

Grant Request: $55,072 Funding Recommended: $21,908 

Conduct surveys of spawning adult salmon returning to the watershed to support the evaluation of 

progress toward Chinook recovery goals. The full grant request supports monitoring on the Cedar 

River and on North Creek, Little Bear Creek, and May Creek. The amount recommended will fund 

the work on the Cedar River only, consistent with the Technical Committee recommendation. 

The Technical Committee wants the Salmon Recovery Council to understand the policy implications 

of no longer collecting adult spawner data on the two Tier 2 streams in particular (North and Little 

Bear). Collecting this information provides a definitive data point about Chinook use in these 

streams. Without this information, ongoing Chinook use is not backed by data. This is important in 

the context of changing land use. From a purely technical standpoint, this data is a lower priority.   

3. Salmonid Parasite Detection in the Sammamish Watershed – Trout Unlimited 

Grant Request: $93,000 Funding Recommended: $93,000 

This proposal will survey Lake Sammamish, all major tributaries to Lake Sammamish, the 

Sammamish River, and all major tributaries to the Sammamish River to determine the presence of 

three parasites known to cause disease and mortality of Chinook and other salmonids. The study will 

identify parasite presence, locate potential “hot spots,” and will develop management actions to 

address hot spots and support Chinook conservation. 

4. Juvenile Salmon (Fish Out) Monitoring: PIT Tagging – Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife 

Grant Request: $52,990 Funding Recommended: $27,762 

PIT tagging juvenile salmon allows for an assessment of their migratory survival through the 

watershed to the Locks (tags inserted at the Cedar River and Bear Creek traps and the Issaquah 

Hatchery).  
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The Technical Committee identified the Cedar River PIT tag work as a priority but cited it as a lower 

priority than the three preceding items. WDFW’s estimate to fund the Cedar River PIT tagging is 

$48,270. The Subcommittee’s partial funding recommendation stays true to the $300,000 funding 

guidance target for monitoring/studies approved by the Council in November 2018.  

Note: The WRIA 8 Salmon Recovery Council could, at its discretion, increase funding to this proposal 

to make it whole without taking away from other proposals (due to unobligated returned funds 

proposed to be carried forward to 2020).   

5. Juvenile Salmon (Fish Out) Monitoring: Bear Creek – Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife 

Grant Request: $94,568 Funding Recommended: $0 

Estimate the abundance of juvenile salmon migrating from Bear Creek through operation of a rotary 

screw trap. This data is used to assess survival at various life stages and allows for measuring 

progress toward Chinook recovery goals.  

The Technical Committee assigned a lower priority to the Bear Creek trap relative to the other 

proposals, and this work is not recommended for funding. The four recommendations listed above 

fully obligate the $300,000 funding target for monitoring/studies. 

2019 CWM Funding Recommendation Summary – Outreach and Education 

1. Beach Naturalists – Seattle Aquarium 

Grant Request: $13,200 Funding Recommended: $13,200 

The Beach Naturalist program is a public education and outreach campaign designed to engage 

citizens in learning how to protect and conserve the nearshore environment. Trained naturalists 

motivate behavioral change by raising public understanding of the value of the intertidal ecosystem, 

the nearshore, and Puget Sound—and they connect these habitats to the needs of salmon.  

2. Cedar River Salmon Journey – Seattle Aquarium 

Grant Request: $38,500 Funding Recommended: $38,500 

This program provides opportunities for people to see salmon and learn how individual choices 

affect them, and in so doing supports and promotes salmon recovery in WRIA 8. Since 1998, the 

Salmon Journey program has educated over 118,000 citizens about Cedar River salmon, watershed 

health, and the actions citizens can take to help salmon recovery efforts. 

3. Mountains to Sound Greenway Forests and Fins Education Program – Mountains to Sound 

Greenway Trust 

Grant Request: $26,868 Funding Recommended: $26,868 

The Mountains to Sound Greenway Forests and Fins Program teaches inquiry-based science 

curricula to 4th – 12th grade students, combining classroom learning and onsite restoration work to 
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teach ways to improve the health of ecosystems. This particular program emphasizes the 

interconnectivity between healthy forests and streams and their importance to the salmon life cycle. 

4. Salmon Heroes: Improving Stewardship Behaviors through Science-Based Field Studies – 

Environmental Science Center 

Grant Request: $12,250 Funding Recommended: $12,250 

The Salmon Heroes program delivers a 3-part, 5-hour field study program to students in grades 4 – 

12 to educate students, teachers, and parents/guardians on watershed health and salmon recovery 

so that they become responsible stewards of salmon habitat. Students learn about limiting factors 

to salmon survival and engage in field-based activities to expand their understanding of salmon 

habitat.  
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Table 2: Habitat Restoration and Acquisition Project Funding Recommendations 

Project Name and Sponsor Request Leverage Total Cost Recommendation 

Issaquah Creek Headwaters Protection   
King County 

$250,000 $1,460,000 $1,710,000 $250,000 

Scheuerman Creek Marine Shoreline and Riparian Restoration 
Feasibility Study 
City of Seattle 

$75,000 $0 $75,000 $75,000 

Holder Creek Restoration  
King County 

$240,000 $100,000 $340,000 $240,000 

Derby Creek Habitat Enhancement Project  
King County 

$400,000 $800,000 $1,200,000 $400,000 

Totals $965,000 $2,360,000 $3,325,000 $965,000 

 

 

Table 3: Riparian Habitat/Stewardship Project Funding Recommendations 

Project Name and Sponsor Request Leverage Total Cost Recommendation 

Cedar River Stewardship-in-Action 
Forterra 

$281,269 $61,000 $342,269 $281,269 

Lake Sammamish State Park Riparian and Floodplain 
Restoration and Planting 
Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust 

$42,680 $37,500 $80,180 $42,680 

Issaquah Creek Basin Riparian Restoration 
Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust 

$72,424 $5,000 $77,424 $72,424 

Bear Creek Riparian Enhancement Project  
Forterra 

$99,993 $0 $99,993 $99,993 

Totals $496,366 $103,500 $599,866 $496,366 
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Table 4: Monitoring/Studies Funding Recommendations 

Project Name and Sponsor Request Leverage Total Cost Recommendation 

Juvenile Salmon (Fish Out) Monitoring: Cedar River 
Washington Dept. of Fish and Wildlife 

$157,330 $36,000 $193,330 $157,330 

Adult Chinook (Fish In) Monitoring 
King County 

$55,072 $2,160 $57,232 $21,908 

Salmonid Parasite Detection in the Sammamish Watershed 
Trout Unlimited 

$93,000 $9,000 $102,000 $93,000 

Juvenile Salmon (Fish Out) Monitoring: PIT Tagging 
Washington Dept. of Fish and Wildlife 

$52,990 $300,000 $352,990 $27,762 

Juvenile Salmon (Fish Out) Monitoring: Bear Creek 
Washington Dept. of Fish and Wildlife 

$94,568 $0 $94,568 $0 

Totals $452,960 $347,160 $800,120 $300,000 

Table 5: Outreach and Education Funding Recommendations 

Project Name and Sponsor Request Leverage Total Cost Recommendation 

Beach Naturalists 
Seattle Aquarium 

$13,200 $120,933 $134,133 $13,200 

Cedar River Salmon Journey 
Seattle Aquarium 

$38,500 $61,045 $99,545 $38,500 

Mountains to Sound Greenway Forests and Fins Education 
Program – Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust 

$26,868 $10,000 $36,868 $26,868 

Salmon Heroes – Environmental Science Center $12,250 $12,293 $24,543 $12,250 

Totals $90,818 $204,271 $295,089 $90,818 
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Lake Washington/Cedar/Sammamish Watershed (WRIA 8)  

1 Million Trees Assistance Program Funding Recommendations 

 

King County launched the 1 Million Trees Initiative following the County’s adoption of its Strategic 
Climate Action Plan in 2015. The goal is to plant 1 million trees by 2020 as a way to support carbon 
sequestration and healthy forests, streams, and neighborhoods.  
 
To support the initiative for planting large numbers of trees by the end of 2020, each WRIA in King 
County was allocated $175,000 to support tree planting. These grants were solicited alongside CWM 
grants as they complement CWM riparian habitat funding, yet the funding is also eligible for areas not 
identified as high priorities for salmon recovery (e.g., upland areas). 
 
A King County team conducted an initial screening of all 1 Million Trees Proposals to identify the best fits 
for the funding source. The Project Subcommittee used the results of that evaluation and overlaid 
salmon recovery priorities to develop the following funding recommendations. 
 
 

Project Name and Sponsor Request Recommendation 

Cedar River Future Forests 
Forterra 

$25,000 $25,000 

Issaquah Urban Forest Trees Enhancement 
City of Issaquah 

$79,800 $75,000 

Lake Sammamish State Park Planting 
Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust 

$25,000 $25,000 

Sammamish River Restoration at Wildcliffe Shores 
Adopt A Stream Foundation 

$25,000 $25,000 

Green Seattle Partnership 
City of Seattle 

$50,000 $25,000 

Monticello Riparian Planting 
City of Redmond 

$25,114 $0 

Totals $229,914 $175,000 
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Attachment 3  
2019 WRIA 8 Project Subcommittee – Cooperative Watershed 

Management Grant Round 
 

1. Tor Bell – Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust* 

2. Jim Bower – King County 

3. Diane Buckshnis – City of Edmonds* 

4. Christa Heller – City of Bellevue 

5. Peter Holte – City of Redmond 

6. Kathy Minsch – Seattle Public Utilities 

7. Jason Mulvihill-Kuntz – WRIA 8 Salmon Recovery Manager 

8. Mark Phillips – City of Lake Forest Park* 

9. Ezekiel Rohloff - Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife 

10. Scott Stolnack – WRIA 8 Technical Coordinator 

11. Jason Wilkinson – WRIA 8 Projects and Funding Coordinator and Subcommittee Chair 

 

*Denotes WRIA 8 Salmon Recovery Council member 
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