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WRIA 8 Updates and Committee Reports 
May 16, 2019 

 
 

• Puget Sound Regional Update – The Puget Sound Salmon Recovery Council (PS SRC) last 
met on March 28. The meeting focused on an update on NOAA’s steelhead recovery plan, 
presentation from the Skokomish tribe on the Skokomish Watershed Chinook Recovery Plan 
overview and recommendations, status of Puget Sound Partnership’s work to develop 
common indictors for Puget Sound restoration, continued discussion of the current approach 
to salmon recovery and recommendations, and discussion and feedback to Puget Sound 
Partnership on the purpose of Puget Sound Vital Signs and how they should be revised 
accordingly. The PS SRC meets next on May 23. Diane Buckshnis, Edmonds City 
Councilmember, and Jason Mulvihill-Kuntz represent WRIA 8. 
 

• The South Central Action Area Caucus (Local Integrating Organization (LIO)) last met on 
May 1. The meeting focused on an update regarding how the LIO will engage with the 
Environmental Protection Agency, updates from Puget Sound Partnership, discussion of 
integrating performance measures for the LIO’s Puget Sound recovery priorities, and a panel 
presentation on shoreline armoring and current restoration efforts, education/outreach and 
incentive programs, and assessment efforts. Jason Mulvihill-Kuntz currently attends to 
represent WRIA 8. The Caucus Group meets next on July 3. 

 
• 2019 State Legislative Priorities update: 

o Please see the summary table of WRIA 8 Capital Budget priorities on page 12. 
 

o Letter to legislature’s Capital Budget leadership – The WRIA 8 Management 
Committee reviewed and approved sending a letter on April 5 to key legislators to 
express WRIA 8’s appreciation for the support for funding the Riverbend Floodplain 
Restoration project on the Cedar River in the Senate’s proposed budget, but to 
encourage the House and Senate to respect the PSAR Large Capital Project list 
ranking and fund the top three projects, including Riverbend, in negotiating a 
compromise budget. The Senate’s proposed budget included funding for the 
Riverbend project through the Puget Sound Acquisition and Restoration program. 
However, the Senate deviated from the ranked project list to fund the #1 ranked 
project and the Riverbend project, ranked #3, but not funding the #2 ranked project. 
While the support for the Riverbend project was exciting, but it was concerning that 
legislators were not adhering to the regional review and ranking process that results 
in the ranked list of priority projects. This “cherry-picking” approach undermines the 
science-based review and ranking process and could erode the PSAR program’s 
credibility. Ultimately, in the final capital budget the legislature increased the funding 
for PSAR, which funded the top three ranked large capital projects, including $5.9 
million to complete Riverbend. A proposed follow-up letter to capital budget 
leadership is part of the consent agenda. 
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• WRIA 8 Salmon Recovery Council membership updates – In late April, Long Live the 

Kings notified WRIA 8 staff the organization no longer has the capacity to be a formal 
member of the WRIA 8 Salmon Recovery Council. They expressed their strong ongoing 
support for WRIA 8’s salmon recovery work and their appreciation for efforts to partner on 
seeking federal funding for both salmon habitat restoration and Ballard Locks repairs, as well 
as state capital and operating funding. They look forward to future collaborations and 
partnerships with WRIA 8. In addition, Charles Ruthford, stakeholder partner representative 
for the Cedar River Council, notified WRIA 8 staff he is stepping down from the CRC, and 
therefore as the CRC rep to WRIA 8, for personal health reasons.  
 

• Ecology-led Watershed Restoration and Enhancement Committee and WRIA 8 
participation – The Streamflow Restoration Act (RCW 90.94) was passed by the legislature 
in 2018 and directs 15 watersheds to develop plans to offset the potential impacts to instream 
flows resulting from new permit-exempt domestic wells. A planning group for the WRIA 8 
geography was convened in late 2018 and is meeting monthly. The objective of the planning 
effort is to complete a plan by June 2021 that estimates the 20-year consumptive use from 
new permit-exempt wells and identifies projects that offset the consumptive use and provide 
net ecological benefit. WRIA 8 staff are attending the planning meetings and serving two 
functions: 1) representing a group of seven cities via a “cities caucus” and 2) serving as an ex 
officio member that participates actively in the planning work but does not vote on the plan. 
The Committee is currently determining how to divide the watershed into sub-basins in order 
to assess impacts of projected consumptive use as well as how to project future consumptive 
use. 
 

• Hiring WRIA 8 Technical Coordinator position – The Technical Coordinator position was 
vacant as of Scott Stolnack’s departure on March 7. The position announcement closed on 
March 15, and the recruitment process is ongoing. We anticipate having the position filled 
and the new Technical Coordinator starting by late May or early June.  
 

• Orca Action Month – June is Orca Action Month! Did you know that when Southern 
Resident Orca pods join together after being separated for a few days or months, they often 
“greet” each other in ritual? Orca Action Month is an opportunity to celebrate one of our 
region’s most iconic species, learn about their needs as a threatened population, and take 
action. A listing of events, including sea kayak tours, film screenings, and festivals, can be 
found at: https://orcamonth.wordpress.com/events/. 

 
• E-news – The April 30 WRIA 8 E-newsletter included information about Long Live the 

Kings’ Survive the Sound program, the 2018 Salish Sea Toxics Monitoring Synthesis report, 
the new Mountains to Sound Greenway designation as a National Heritage Area, grant 
opportunities, upcoming workshops, events, and conferences, and links to several relevant 
news stories. Please send ideas for the June edition of E-news to Laura West at 
lwest@kingcounty.gov by June 7. E-news distribution now includes over 900 recipients. 

https://orcamonth.wordpress.com/events/
mailto:lwest@kingcounty.gov
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WRIA 8 Committee Reports 

• WRIA 8 Technical Committee – The Technical Committee met on April 10 to review and 
recommend monitoring and research proposals for Cooperative Watershed Management 
(CWM) grant funding, which informed the WRIA 8 Project Subcommittee’s CWM grant 
recommendations.  
 

• WRIA 8 Implementation Committee – The Implementation Committee met on May 7. 
Meeting topics included general WRIA 8 updates, review and discussion of draft 2020 
budget and work plan information, presentation on King County Flood Control District 
priority project implementation in WRIA 8, and review of agenda topics for the May 16 
Salmon Recovery Council meeting.        


