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WRIA 8 Updates and Committee Reports 
March 21, 2019 

 
 

 Puget Sound Regional Update – The Puget Sound Salmon Recovery Council (PS SRC) last 

met on January 17. The meeting focused on an update on discussions among a coalition of 

tribes, environmental organizations, and recreational anglers that are seeking common ground 

on elements of the Chinook salmon recovery effort, discussion of the Green River Corridor 

Flood Hazard Management Plan and consideration of a draft PS SRC letter to the King 

County Flood Control District opposing the Plan, discussion of the proposed recovery plan 

for Puget Sound steelhead, approval of revisions to PS SRC decision making and operating 

procedures, presentation on the Shelton Harbor Restoration Project, update on the 2019 state 

legislative session, including presentations on state agency salmon recovery priorities. The 

PS SRC meets next on March 28. Diane Buckshnis, Edmonds City Councilmember, and 

Jason Mulvihill-Kuntz represent WRIA 8. 

 

 The South Central Action Area Caucus (Local Integrating Organization) last met on March 

6. The meeting focused on discussing regional Puget Sound Partnership performance 

management initiatives and potential alignment with LIO efforts, providing feedback on LIO 

and jurisdictional boundary alignment discussions between South Central & Puyallup/White 

River LIOs, and reviewing and discussing Action Agenda updates and Strategic Initiative 

Leads’ NTA funding recommendation packages. Jason Mulvihill-Kuntz currently attends to 

represent WRIA 8. The Caucus Group meets next on May 1. 

 

 Salmon Recovery Council letter to Snohomish County re: withdrawal from WRIA 8 

interlocal agreement (ILA) – The WRIA 8 Management Committee reviewed and approved 

sending a letter on March 1 o Snohomish County Executive, Dave Somers, acknowledging 

Snohomish County’s withdrawal from the WRIA 8 ILA and associated implications for their 

continued participation as a non-ILA member, and requesting a meeting to discuss options 

for having the County return as a cost share partner in the future.  

  

 Ecology-led Watershed Restoration and Enhancement Committee and WRIA 8 

participation – The Streamflow Restoration Act (RCW 90.94) was passed by the legislature 

in 2018 and directs 15 watersheds to develop plans to offset the potential impacts to instream 

flows resulting from new permit-exempt domestic wells. A planning group for the WRIA 8 

geography was convened in late 2018 and is meeting monthly. The objective of the planning 

effort is to complete a plan by June 2021 that estimates the 20-year consumptive use from 

new permit-exempt wells and identifies projects that offset the consumptive use and provide 

net ecological benefit. WRIA 8 staff are attending the planning meetings and serving two 

functions: 1) representing a group of seven cities via a “cities caucus” and 2) serving as an ex 

officio member that participates actively in the planning work but does not vote on the plan.   
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 Scope of Work to address Lake Washington Ship Canal temperature and dissolved 

oxygen issues – Salmon need cold, well-oxygenated water for optimum health. High 

temperatures in the Lake Washington Ship Canal (LWSC) affect the behavior and survival of 

migrating salmon. Every salmon in WRIA 8 must pass through the LWSC twice in its life, 

both as a juvenile migrating out to sea and as an adult returning to spawn, and may encounter 

lethal or near-lethal temperatures that influence its behavior and reduce its chances of 

survival. Recognizing the need to address this issue, the Salmon Recovery Council approved 

using up to $27,500 in WRIA 8 carry forward funding to synthesize existing data and 

information, convene stakeholder workshops to develop two to three concepts and feasibility-

level proposals. This work is the initial phase of an effort to address this issue. The draft 

scope of work is in the meeting packet and was reviewed and approved by the Technical 

Committee and Implementation Committee. Advancing the proposals for review, selecting a 

preferred alternative, and identifying funding for implementation will require additional 

resources. WRIA 8 staff are planning to seek a contractor to initiate the Phase 1 scope of 

work early this summer.  

 

 Hiring WRIA 8 Technical Coordinator position – The Technical Coordinator position was 

vacant as of Scott Stolnack’s departure on March 7. The position announcement closed on 

March 15. We anticipate having the position filled and the new Technical Coordinator 

starting by early-mid May.  

 

 2019 Grant round update – The WRIA 8 final application deadline for King County Flood 

Control District Cooperative Watershed Management (CWM) grants and 1 Million Trees 

Assistance Program grants was on March 19. Pre-applications for Salmon Recovery Funding 

Board (SRFB) grants are due on May 1. As is usually the case, this year’s funding cycle is 

highly competitive. The Project Subcommittee’s funding recommendations for CWM and 1 

Million Trees will be brought to the Council at the May 16 meeting, and SRFB funding 

recommendations will be brought to the Council on September 19. Information about the 

grant opportunities is available on the WRIA 8 website: 

http://www.govlink.org/watersheds/8/funding/default.aspx.  

 

For questions or additional guidance, please contact Jason Wilkinson by email 

jason.wilkinson@kingcounty.gov or call 206-477-4786. 

 

 Draft Steelhead Recovery Plan – In early February, NOAA Fisheries released for review 

the Proposed Recovery Plan for Puget Sound Steelhead. The WRIA 8 Technical Committee 

reviewed the draft Plan to assess the nexus with WRIA 8 priorities and developed a comment 

letter (included in meeting packet) noting the draft Plan’s general deficiencies in content for 

WRIA 8 steelhead populations and detail pertaining to how the plan would be implemented. 

Comments on the draft plan are due March 28. The draft plan and supporting materials are 

available on NOAA’s website. For more on the plan and its priorities and actions, please also 

contact Elizabeth Babcock (elizabeth.babcock@noaa.gov) or Dave Price 

(david.price@noaa.gov). 

http://www.govlink.org/watersheds/8/funding/default.aspx
mailto:jason.wilkinson@kingcounty.gov
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/02/05/2019-00941/endangered-and-threatened-species-recovery-plans
mailto:elizabeth.babcock@noaa.gov
mailto:david.price@noaa.gov
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 Washington State Salmon Recovery Conference – The seventh biennial Washington State 

Salmon Recovery Conference will be held on April 8-9 at the Greater Tacoma Convention 

Center. This year’s conference marks the 20th anniversary of the passage of the state’s 

Salmon Recovery Act. The conference brings together people involved in salmon recovery to 

share innovative approaches to habitat protection and restoration, best practices, successful 

education and outreach strategies, lessons-learned, challenges, ongoing and future needs, and 

research and policy discussions. A summary of conference sessions is available online. 

Registration closes March 25. 

 

 E-news – The February 27 WRIA 8 E-news included information about the Carkeek 

Watershed Community Action Project’s Piper’s Creek story map, 2018 State of Salmon in 

the Watersheds Report, orca recovery efforts, job opportunities, grant opportunities, 

upcoming workshops and conferences, and links to several relevant news stories. Please send 

ideas for the April edition of E-news to Laura West at lwest@kingcounty.gov by April 5. E-

news distribution now includes over 900 recipients. 

 

 

WRIA 8 Committee Reports 

 WRIA 8 Technical Committee – The Technical Committee met on February 13. Meeting 

topics included general updates, review of the proposed recovery plan for Puget Sound 

steelhead and draft WRIA 8 staff comment letter, review and approval of draft scope of work 

for addressing Lake Washington Ship Canal temperature and dissolved oxygen, and 

prioritization of the Technical Committee’ 2019 work plan. Although the Technical 

Committee will not meet in March with Scott Stolnack’s departure, WRIA 8 staff will 

convene the Committee in April to review and recommend monitoring and research 

proposals for Cooperative Watershed Management (CWM) grant funding, which the WRIA 8 

Project Subcommittee will use in developing CWM grant recommendations.  

 

 WRIA 8 Implementation Committee – The Implementation Committee met on March 5. 

Meeting topics included general WRIA 8 updates, update on WRIA 8 legislative priorities 

and outreach efforts, update on Puget Sound recovery legislative priorities, review and 

discussion of preliminary 2020 WRIA 8 budget information, review and approval of draft 

scope of work for addressing Lake Washington Ship Canal temperature and dissolved 

oxygen, and review of agenda topics for the March 21 Salmon Recovery Council meeting.        

https://www.rco.wa.gov/salmon_recovery/2019-SalmonConference/Confhome.shtml
https://www.rco.wa.gov/salmon_recovery/2019-SalmonConference/Confhome.shtml
https://www.rco.wa.gov/salmon_recovery/2019-SalmonConference/ConfSchedule.shtml
mailto:lwest@kingcounty.gov

