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Members Present 

# Name Affiliation 

1)  Mayor Andy Rheaume, Chair City of Bothell 

2)  Deputy Mayor Dana Parnello City of Maple Valley 

3)  Don Davidson Washington Policy Center 

4)  Stewart Reinbold WA State Department of Fish & Wildlife 

5)  Eric Adman Sno-King Watershed Council 

6)  Joe Miles WA State Department of Natural Resources 

7)  Mayor Pro Term Carl Scandella Town of Yarrow Point 

8)  Councilmember (CM) Diane Buckshnis City of Edmonds 

9)  CM Ted Frantz Town of Hunts Point  

10)  CM Mark Phillips City of Lake Forest Park 

11)  Judy Blanco Forterra 

12)  Joan Nolan WA State Department of Ecology 

13)  Charles Ruthford Cedar River Council 

14)  Deputy Mayor Jay Arnold City of Kirkland 

15)  Gary Smith Water Tenders/Trout Unlimited 

16)  CM Bruce Dodds City of Clyde Hill 

Alternates Present 

17)  Bill Knutsen King Conservation District 

18)  Susan O’Neil Long Live the Kings 

19)  Jeanette Dorner Mid Sound Fisheries Enhancement Group 

20)  David Bain Sno-King Watershed Council 

21)  Cyndy Holtz City of Seattle 

22)  Garrett Holbrook King County 

Others Present 

23)  Jason Mulvihill-Kuntz WRIA 8 

24)  Amber Moore Puget Sound Partnership 

25)  Jeb Polstein Forterra 

26)  Jasmin Ka Forterra 

27)  Jason Wilkinson WRIA 8 

28)  Scott Stolnack WRIA 8 

29)  Laura West WRIA 8 

30)  Janet Geer City of Bothell 

31)  Ron Straka City of Renton 

32)  Kelli Jones City of Kirkland 

33)  Janne Kaje King County 

34)  Kit Paulsen City of Bellevue 

35)  Cailan Nealer WA State Department of Natural Resources 

36)  Laura Reed City of Mountlake Terrace 

37)  Gina Hortillosa City of Mill Creek 

38)  Peter Holte City of Redmond 

 

I) Call to Order / Introductions 

Councilmember Ted Franz, filling in as Chair for Mayor Rheaume, called the meeting to order and welcomed 

Laura West, the new Administrative Coordinator for WRIA 8, as well as any other new representatives joining 

today or in the next few months. Jason Mulvihill-Kuntz (Jason MK) thanked Councilmember Salim Nice for 

helping secure the Mercer Island Community Center for SRC meetings in 2018.  
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II) Public Comment 

Bill Knutsen announced King Conservation District’s annual meeting taking place at the Brightwater Treatment 

Plant on Thursday, 1/25 from 5-7pm. 

 

III) Approval of Meeting Notes for November 16, 2017 (Decision) 

The Salmon Recovery Council unanimously approved the consent agenda, including meeting notes from the 

November 16, 2017 meeting. 

 

IV) Updates & Announcements 

Jason MK highlighted the following items: 

 2018 Salmon Recovery Council meeting schedule: All of the SRC 2018 meetings will be at Mercer 

Island Community Center except the May meeting, which will be at Kirkland City Hall.  

 Congressional delegation letter supporting Ballard Locks repairs: This letter, signed by the Puget 

Sound members of the Congressional delegation, captured the messages we’ve been sharing with the 

Army Corps of Engineers and shows the delegation’s leadership. We will continue to advocate for repairs 

at the locks.  

 Status of Plan update ratification: So far three cities have ratified the Plan update (Redmond, Kent, and 

Lake Forest Park) and several others are scheduled. We’ll keep working through all 28 jurisdictions and 

hope to be mostly done by the end of March. Contact Jason MK if you need assistance or information.  

 King County Council moratorium on non-native salmon net pen aquaculture: King County Council 

recently passed a moratorium on non-native salmon net pens. WRIAs 8 and 9, and the Snoqualmie 

Watershed drafted a joint statement (approved by SRC Chair and Vice-Chair), in support of the 

moratorium and further studies, which was in line with WRIA 8’s state legislative priorities.  

 2018 WRIA 8 Grant Round: We’ve opened the 2018 grant round, which Jason Wilkinson coordinates. 

We invite all interested project sponsors to submit proposals. There are several spring deadlines; please 

see the recent email from Jason Wilkinson for more details. We look forward to another robust round of 

projects.  

 Puget Sound Action Agenda 2018 update and near-term action (NTA) proposals: Based on current 

EPA funding guidance, capital projects aren’t a great fit to submit as NTAs, and there is a low likelihood 

of them getting funded. WRIA 8 staff submitted four proposals (listed in the updates & announcements 

document).  

 

V) Recommended Investments in Technical and Programmatic Priorities (Decision) 

Jason MK walked through the recommended investments in technical and programmatic priorities, which were 

discussed at the November 16, 2017 SRC meeting. Jason stated that since then, based on more feedback from the 

committees, we revised and paired back on some of the recommendations, which need more development before 

approval. However, the two wood survey recommendations do need more urgent approval and were very clear. 

Today, the SRC is deciding on the first two recommendations and discussing the last three. Scott Stolnack 

directed the SRC to page 14 of the meeting packet.  

 

Stream wood surveys: 

Scott Stolnack explained that data collection is needed on an ongoing five year basis but this first $32k is for the 

baseline data to help support our monitoring work. The cost is based on hours per mile of stream and we propose 

the surveys to happen in conjunction with Chinook redd surveys in the fall, capitalizing on other efforts that we 

already have funding for, providing a cost savings. Charles Ruthford asked whether these surveys have been done 

before and Jason MK replied that they haven’t. Scott clarified that the goals in the Plan are based on standard 

wood volume, and the baseline numbers in the Plan are derived from a random sample of a limited number of 

reaches, as opposed to a full inventory. We are now proposing a full census, counting every piece of significant 

wood, of all the reaches where we do spawner surveys, which would be a much more complete analysis of the 

wood in the streams. CM Mark Phillips asked if there is any potential for drone technology. Scott said brush 

might get in the way for the smaller streams. He added the City of Seattle has done work on the Tolt River using 

high-res, low-elevation aerial photography in the winter to look at wood. A team at King County is also 
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contracting out an aerial photography survey of Cedar River and we will compare those results to foot and boat 

surveys on the Cedar River to see if the aerial photographs suffice. 

 

Cedar/Sammamish river wood surveys: 

We hope to find partners to help fund this work with a cost share, but regardless the work needs to be done. 

$55k/$60k is the maximum amount it would cost, and we hope it will be less with partnerships.  

 

Page 16 of the meeting packet lists the additional topics WRIA 8 staff and committees are still discussing and 

refining. 

  

Chair Rheaume proposed the more comprehensive Ballard Locks economic impact study (3rd bullet on page 16). 

Chair Rheaume is working with Seattle, Puget Sound Regional Council (PSRC), and Washington State 

Department of Transportation to estimate the more full economic impact of a potential Locks failure. An initial 

estimate from PSRC for this type of study was $300k. CM Diane Buckshnis asked if the Council should consider 

putting a cap (e.g. $100k out of the $300k) on that recommendation. Jason MK suggested waiting until we have 

more information to better inform the recommendation, but that a cap might be a good idea. Chair Rheaume 

clarified that the recommendations other than the wood surveys would be brought back to the Council for further 

discussion and/or decision at a later date.  

 

The Salmon Recovery Council unanimously approved funding the stream and river wood surveys as 

recommended.  

 

VI) 2018 WRIA 8 Legislative Priorities 

On January 10, Chair Rheaume and Jason MK met with state legislators in Olympia to promote WRIA 8 state 

legislative priorities, using the legislative priority handouts that were approved at the November 16, 2017 

meeting. Jason MK added that Chair Rheaume’s participation as an elected official provided greater access to 

legislators. The legislators they met with all agreed the capital budget needs to be passed soon, were interested in 

seeing a fix for the Hirst decision, and were hopeful of reaching a solution soon. Jason Wilkinson said he heard a 

decision on Hirst legislation and the capital budget might be reached by late tonight. It was noted this is the first 

time in state history that the capital budget has been held up for non-financial reasons. Jason MK directed 

everyone to page 17 of meeting packet for new communication handouts for state and legislative priorities and 

mentioned that they are also online and a limited number of printed copies are available. Deputy Mayor (DM) Jay 

Arnold asked if the capital funding amounts in the WRIA 8 priorities are likely to change in the capital budget. 

Jason MK replied that when he and Chair Rheaume met with legislators, they did point out the differences in 

funding levels from what was originally requested and current draft capital budget amounts, emphasizing where 

extra funding could fully fund a project in their district. Jason MK didn’t think the numbers would change at this 

stage. Charles Ruthford stated that he would share the information at the Cedar River Council meeting next week. 

DM Dana Parnello agreed it would be worthwhile to re-message these priorities if any SRC members meet with 

the same legislators next week. Jason MK said he would send around a list of the legislators they met with. Jason 

MK also mentioned they met with Rep. Gael Tarleton, 36th District, who asked for a follow-up meeting with 

Jason to discuss potential Locks fixes. Jason MK is meeting with her tomorrow, 1/19/18. Susan O’Neil added that 

the orca task force might be a good way to get messaging out about salmon recovery capital budget priorities and 

that Sen. Reuven Carlyle has expressed interest in developing salmon recovery legislation. Jason MK replied that 

Sen. Carlyle was one of the legislators they tried to meet with in Olympia, but he was unavailable. Susan also 

mentioned that Long Live the Kings is hosting a meeting with the Locks advocacy group on February 1 if anyone 

on the SRC wants to join. Stewart Reinbold and Jason MK are attending. 

 

VII) 2018 Meeting Topics and Salmon Recovery Council Operating Guidelines and Guidelines for 

Commenting 
 

Jason MK walked through potential 2018 meeting topics, which the Implementation Committee discussed and 

informed. Charles Ruthford suggested that at least once a year, the SRC should discuss goals of the Council for 

use in evaluating projects. CM Diane Buckshnis supported that idea and proposed adding green stormwater to the 
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list of topics, since new laws and regulations went into effect last year and it would be helpful to discuss them. 

Chair Rheaume replied that the Bear Creek Watershed Plan update on the March agenda is focused on 

stormwater, so that will be one opportunity for discussion of stormwater issues. Chair Rheaume added local 

governments are getting new stormwater permits in the next year, and agreed it would be interesting to have a 

presentation from the Department of Ecology on the new permits and the connection with salmon recovery 

priorities. CM Mark Phillips expressed interest in Kokanee recovery and mentioned a project that is re-

introducing Kokanee into a stream in Lake Forest Park. Stewart Reinbold added that WDFW is working on 

Kokanee on Lake Sammamish. Jason MK added that the Lake Sammamish population of Kokanee is struggling. 

CM Ted Frantz suggested declining biological diversity of salmon in Puget Sound as a meeting topic. Joe Miles 

suggested a presentation on King County’s Mitigation Reserve Program. Jason MK said they presented to the 

SRC a few years ago, but a refresher presentation might be useful. CM Dana Parnello suggested the topic of 

pollution from car tires and other toxic contaminants, and incentives for less toxic chemical use. Cyndy Holtz 

suggested that the Salmon Recovery Council reference the Plan more often and find ways to bring back 

information to their councils from the Plan. Mayor Pro Term Carl Scandella asked if anyone had surveyed 

contaminants going into Lake Washington, looking at which ones are harmful to salmon. Many replied that there 

is a lot of information available on that topic. Susan O’Neil suggested having a NOAA representative talk to the 

Council about the draft steelhead recovery plan that will be done later in 2018. Susan also suggested a 

presentation from her organization, Long Live the Kings, on the results and impacts from the marine survival 

study that is wrapping up next year. Jason MK concluded the discussion by thanking SRC members for their 

suggestions and ideas, and requesting they send him any additional ideas.  

 

Jason MK announced that he wanted to take some time to familiarize everyone with current SRC Operating and 

Commenting Guidelines, including some suggested updates from the 2009 versions. The SRC Operating 

Guidelines describe the SRC’s purpose, details on membership, and the process for conducting business. Jason 

MK summarized that the primary purpose of the SRC is to oversee implementation of the WRIA 8 Plan, 

adaptively manage the Plan, and serve as a lead group for salmon recovery in the watershed. The Operating 

Guidelines include voting rules, and lay out the differences in who gets to vote on what types of topics. Jason MK 

explained that parties to the ILA have voting rights for budget/staffing, but the SRC has a history of consensus-

based decision making. Membership requirements are also laid out in this document, including how jurisdictions 

appoint designee, alternate, and staff representatives. Jason MK directed the SRC to the table on page 25 of the 

meeting packet, which shows voting rules. On page 24, Jason suggested changes in redline strikeout.  

 

Chair Rheaume noted there are no provisions for selecting Chair and Vice Chair positions. Jason MK confirmed 

that the SRC has not established a schedule for selecting Chair and Vice-Chair positions, but that we could add 

this to the Operating Guidelines since it is good practice. Jason MK will add a schedule for selecting leadership of 

the SRC every two years on even years, and will send a draft around for review. Don Davidson asked about 

opening up those positions to non-elected officials. Jason MK stated that there is value in having the Chair be an 

elected official, but the vice-chair could be anyone on the Council.  

 

Jason MK introduced the guidelines for commenting, explaining that WRIA 8 increasingly gets asked to support 

projects or comment on various actions in the watershed, and these guidelines provide a way to determine if and 

how WRIA 8 should comment. The guidelines describe situations that require full SRC review and decision and 

situations where WRIA 8 staff can act without SRC direction. He noted that in many cases it is important to run 

comments by the Council for review and approval and these guidelines try to separate out those two routes. Jason 

MK updated the guidelines to reflect current practices using track changes (page 28 of the meeting packet). Jason 

MK highlighted one update for when there isn’t time to bring an issue to the full SRC, WRIA 8 staff would 

engage the Management Committee to solicit feedback and approval as a proxy for the SRC. Jason MK said for 

“non-controversial” issues, staff can send a letter signed by the Salmon Recovery Manager, but when it is 

valuable to come from the SRC, the letter could be signed by the Chair and Vice Chair, in which case, the Chair 

and Vice Chair would review and approve. Jason MK also highlighted that potentially controversial or high 

priority issues are brought to the Council before or after developing draft comments. Charles Ruthford reiterated 

that it would be helpful for the SRC to periodically review goals to appear consistent in our messaging and to 

avoid supporting contradicting non-controversial topics. DM Jay Arnold asked if there are provisions for calling a 
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special meeting if there is a high priority issue that requires full Council approval. Jason MK replied that there 

aren’t currently. CM Ted Frantz said in the past, Jason MK has emailed the Management Committee about those 

issues to review and approve comments. Jay suggested adding a provision for email approval in between SRC 

meetings. Chair Rheaume reminded everyone that these are public meetings and votes can’t be held 

electronically. There was a discussion about whether email was adequate, and it was ultimately concluded that 

email is not sufficient. Jason MK said he would add in a provision to hold special meetings in those cases. There 

was a discussion on timing for selecting Chair and Vice Chair positions, and the SRC concluded that January 

meetings in even numbered years would be the best time.  

 

VIII) Success Story: Stewardship in Action – Cedar River update and Bear Creek status 
Judy Blanco, Director of Riparian Restoration at Forterra, presented on the Stewardship in Action program on the 

Cedar River. Judy highlighted that the program is now eight years old, and is being replicated in other locations, 

such as Bear Creek, the Lower Green River, and the Skykomish Basin. The program offers technical support and 

incentives to streamside land owners and community members to improve stewardship of riparian areas, including 

knotweed removal, re-vegetation, and volunteer stewardship. The program follows the river, spanning city and 

county boundaries, covering farms, parks, and golf courses on public and private property. It is a grant funded 

partnership program, funded by Seattle Public Utilities, King County Noxious Weed Control, City of Renton, 

WRIA 8, Forterra, and Washington Conservation Corps. When the program started, knotweed was taking up all 

available floodplain areas on the Lower Cedar River. By summer 2018, the program’s knotweed treatment will 

reach the mouth of the Cedar. The success of the program is hinged on face to face relationships and building trust 

with land owners, and they have met with over 400 public property land owners to date. Judy thanked WRIA 8, 

and highlighted the support from Cyndy Holtz with SPU, Jason MK, Jason Wilkinson, and John Stokes. Cyndy 

added that the funding is cobbled together from different grants and it would be nice to see this program find a 

permanent home, as there will be an ongoing need for funding for maintenance and meeting with new property 

owners. Cyndy asked the SRC to think about how this group can be an advocate for this program and find a 

permanent home for it. CM Mark Phillips asked if knotweed is more problematic than other invasive species. 

Judy replied that it is, and in the Cedar River floodplain, it was a stronghold that they had to tackle first. Through 

re-vegetation, they stayed ahead of the other weeds that typically come in after knotweed removal. Jason MK 

added that invasive species management is really hard to fund, because it is expensive and ongoing work. This 

program has demonstrated it can be done at a basin scale, with an impressive 95% containment over the last eight 

years of work. This is a huge success, and Jason doesn’t know of anywhere else in the country that knotweed has 

been contained to that degree. Jason MK added that Forterra has been out on the ground engaging with private 

land owners, which is more challenging for local governments like SPU and King County, and which has also 

helped with identifying landowners will to sell their property for restoration. Judy has been able to put landowners 

who are willing to sell in touch with Tom Beavers, King County’s Cedar River Basin Steward. 

 

IX) Next Meeting 

The next SRC meeting is March 15, 2018, 3:00 – 5:15 pm, at the Mercer Island Community Center. 

 

The January 18, 2018 meeting of the WRIA 8 Salmon Recovery Council adjourned at 4:45pm.  


