WRIA 8 Updates and Committee Reports

January 18, 2018

Puget Sound Regional Update — The Puget Sound Salmon Recovery Council (PS SRC)
last met on November 30. The meeting focused on electing Council Chair and Vice-Chair
positions; Nominating Committee update on efforts to secure participation from additional
stakeholder organizations representing agriculture, recreational fishing, and environmental
interests; regional priorities adopted by the Puget Sound Partnership Leadership Council,
presentation by Jason Mulvihill-Kuntz on WRIA 8’s Plan update; re-envisioning the
Floodplains by Design state grant program and how The Nature Conservancy can better
support salmon recovery legislative priorities; review of draft guidance and schedule for the
Puget Sound Acquisition and Restoration (PSAR) state grant program; and discussion of the
2018 PS SRC work plan. The PS SRC next meets on January 25. Diane Buckshnis, Edmonds
City Councilmember, and Jason Mulvihill-Kuntz represent WRIA 8.

The South Central Action Area Caucus last met on January 3. The meeting focused on the
2018 Action Agenda near-term action (NTA) solicitation and review process and the role of
local integrating organizations (LI1Os); Caucus Group 2018 work plan; process for addressing
requests for letters of support, and general updates from Puget Sound Partnership. Jason
Mulvihill-Kuntz currently attends to represent WRIA 8. The Caucus Group meets next on
March 7.

2018 Salmon Recovery Council meeting schedule — See meeting schedule on WRIA 8
website and below. All meetings are scheduled from 3:00-5:15pm. Please mark your
calendars, and note the new meeting locations.

January 18 - (Mercer Island Community Center: 8236 SE 24" St, Mercer Island)
March 15 - (Mercer Island Community Center: 8236 SE 24™ St, Mercer Island)
May 17 — (Kirkland City Hall — Peter Kirk Room: 123 5™ Ave, Kirkland)

July 19 - (Mercer Island Community Center: 8236 SE 24" St, Mercer Island)
September 20 - (Mercer Island Community Center: 8236 SE 24th St, Mercer Island)
November 15 - (Mercer Island Community Center: 8236 SE 24" St, Mercer Island)

Congressional delegation letter supporting Ballard Locks repairs — On December 15,
Puget Sound members of the state’s Congressional delegation sent a letter (see letter in
meeting packet) to the Army Corps of Engineers and the Office of Management and Budget,
requesting federal funding for urgent infrastructure repairs at the Ballard Locks. This letter
aligns with the WRIA 8 Salmon Recovery Council’s recent letter and builds on the Locks
economic impact study that was completed earlier this summer on behalf of a consortium of
maritime trade industry and community groups, which the Salmon Recovery Council
received a briefing on in September. WRIA 8 staff worked to encourage members of the
delegation to sign on to the letter. The letter was also highlighted and the request supported
by the Seattle Times Editorial Board. WRIA 8 staff and partners are seeking opportunities to



leverage this letter and the support from the delegation to secure funding for the Locks
repairs.

Status of Plan update ratification — As part of finalizing the Plan update at the end of 2017,
WRIA 8 partner jurisdictions were asked to ratify the Plan update by the end of March 2018,
essentially updating their ratification of the original 2005 Plan and to ensure the Plan update
is the most current salmon recovery planning document being used and referenced. Hard
copies of the Plan update were mailed to all partner jurisdictions. To date, the cities of
Redmond and Kent have ratified the Plan update, and several other partners have either
initiated and/or scheduled review and ratification with their councils. Please coordinate the
ratification process with Jason Mulvihill-Kuntz, so WRIA 8 can track progress and offer
support to partners as necessary.

King County Council moratorium on non-native salmon net pen aquaculture — The
three watershed salmon recovery councils/forums in King County presented a joint statement
in support of the King County moratorium on new net pen aquaculture facilities for non-
native salmon at a January 8 King County Council public hearing. Four people testified in
favor of the moratorium, including Puget Soundkeeper Alliance, the Suquamish Tribe, and a
private citizen. Marlla Mhoon, WRIA 9 Watershed Ecosystem Forum Co-chair and
Councilmember from City of Covington, read the following prepared statement on behalf of
the Snoqualmie Watershed Forum, WRIA 8 Salmon Recovery Council, and WRIA 9
Watershed Ecosystem Forum:

“I have been asked to present a statement supporting King County’s moratorium on new net
pen aquaculture facilities for non-native salmon on behalf of the salmon recovery
jurisdictions and partners of King County, which include the Snoqualmie Watershed Forum,
the Lake Washington/Cedar/Sammamish Salmon Recovery Council, and the
Green/Duwamish Watershed Ecosystem Forum. Collectively, the jurisdictions and partners
making up the salmon recovery groups include 45 cities, King and Snohomish counties, the
Tulalip Tribes, the Snoqualmie Tribe, non-profit organizations, businesses, and others. Each
of these groups has devoted countless hours and directed the spending of millions of dollars
to improve habitat for salmon in King County. Non-native Atlantic salmon pose a direct
threat to our efforts to recover native Puget Sound salmon. In light of four incidents involving
the accidental escape of non-native Atlantic salmon from Puget Sound net pens, including the
August 2017 release of over 305,000 Atlantic salmon, we fully support this moratorium on
non-native salmon net pens in Puget Sound, and encourage King County to conduct a
thorough investigation and scientific review to determine whether a permanent ban on non-
native salmon net pens is warranted in the County’s updated Shoreline Master Program.”

2018 WRIA 8 Grant Round — The announcement for 2018 WRIA 8 grant opportunities was
sent on January 16 via email. In 2018, we are requesting proposals for Salmon Recovery
Funding Board, Puget Sound Acquisition and Restoration, and King County Flood Control
District Cooperative Watershed Management grants. All sponsors intending to apply for



funding are to submit a notice of intent by February 15. Applications for Salmon Recovery
Funding Board and Puget Sound Acquisition and Restoration grants are due on March 30,
and the Cooperative Watershed Management deadline is April 3. Information on these grant
opportunities is available on the WRIA 8 website:
http://www.govlink.org/watersheds/8/funding/default.aspx.

For questions or additional guidance, please contact Jason Wilkinson by email
jason.wilkinson@kingcounty.gov or call 206-477-4786.

Puget Sound Action Agenda 2018 update and near-term action proposals — Puget Sound
Partnership is conducting a 2018 update to the Action Agenda for Puget Sound recovery,
which includes a solicitation for near-term action (NTA) proposals for activities related to
recovering Puget Sound. Puget Sound Partnership would like the Action Agenda to reflect
the comprehensive set of actions, including salmon habitat projects, necessary for Puget
Sound recovery. To this end, the 2018 Action Agenda will include a reference to watersheds’
salmon recovery Four-Year Work Plans, but projects on those lists will not automatically be
eligible for National Estuary Program (NEP) funds, currently the primary funding source for
NTAs. Since NEP funds have historically not funded capital projects, proposals for
programmatic and/or innovative approaches to address priority issues are generally more
aligned with the existing NTA proposal guidance. Therefore, WRIA 8 advised salmon habitat
project sponsors to strongly consider the level of effort to submit a proposal with low
likelihood for funding.

WRIA 8 submitted four NTA proposals based on priorities in the Plan update, including:

o Seeking matching funds to support the next phase of Ballard Locks infrastructure
repairs,

o Feasibility study to evaluate options to address elevated temperatures in the Ship
Canal,
Feasibility study to address elevated temperatures in the Sammamish River, and

o Support for a program to monitor and manage predatory fish populations in the Lake
Washington Ship Canal.

New WRIA 8 Administrative Coordinator hired — I'm excited to announce Laura West
was hired to fill the Administrative Coordinator role previously filled by Linda Grob. Laura
will support WRIA 8, as well as WRIA 9 and the Snoqualmie Watershed. She started work
on December 13, so keep an eye out for future emails from her. Her email address is:
lwest@kingcounty.gov. Please join us in welcoming Laura to WRIA 8!

Laura is a Seattle native who recently returned after a few years in California, where she was
working with the Natural Resources Defense Council on water quality and supply issues
during the California drought. She is excited to be back in the Pacific Northwest for a winter
of skiing, walks in between rain showers, and warm bowls of pho. Laura studied
Environmental Geology at Whitman College in eastern Washington and has always been
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interested in the intersection of humans and the environment. She looks forward to joining
the team and working to recover salmon.

E-news — The December 18 WRIA 8 E-news included information about the WRIA 8’s 2018
state and federal legislative priorities, Congressional delegation letter supporting funding for
Ballard Locks repairs, update on salmon returns, recap of the WRIA 8 salmon tour, state
Salmon recovery Funding Board approval of grants contingent on legislature’s approval of a
capital budget, the 2017 State of the Sound report on the status of Puget Sound, and links to
several relevant news stories, education resources, and funding opportunities. Although we
no longer have outreach and communications staff support, we will attempt to continue to
produce the WRIA 8 E-news as we are able. Please send ideas for the February edition of the
E-news to Laura West at Iwest@kingcounty.gov by February 9. E-news distribution now
includes over 800 recipients.

WRIA 8 Committee Reports

WRIA 8 Technical Committee — The Technical Committee met on January 10. The meeting
topics included recommendations to the Council for funding basic technical data gaps,
Issaquah Creek habitat restoration, and predation issues in the Lake Washington Ship Canal.

WRIA 8 Implementation Committee — The Implementation Committee met on January 9.
Meeting topics included general WRIA 8 updates, update on the 2018 Action Agenda update
and NTA submittal process, discussion of revised programmatic and technical funding
recommendations for Council consideration, potential 2018 Council meeting topics, and
review of agenda topics for the January 18 Salmon Recovery Council meeting.
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