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 Members/Jurisdictional Staff Alternates Present 
# Name Affiliation 

1.  Mayor John Stokes, Vice-Chair City of Bellevue 

2.  David Bain Sno-King Watershed Council 

3.  Judy Blanco Forterra 

4.  Councilmember (CM) Diane Buckshnis City of Edmonds 

5.  Alex Chen City of Seattle 

6.  Don Davidson Citizen Representative 

7.  Nancy Eklund The Boeing Co. 

8.  CM Ted Frantz Town of Hunts Point 

9.  Noel Gilbrough Mid-Sound Fisheries Enhancement Group 

10.  Mike Grady NOAA Fisheries 

11.  Garrett Holbrook King County 

12.  CM Shelley Kloba City of Kirkland 

13.  CM Hank Myers City of Redmond 

14.  CM James McNeal City of Bothell 

15.  Joan Nolan WA Dept. of Ecology 

16.  Susan O’Neil  Long Live the Kings 

17.  Deputy Mayor Dana Parnello City of Maple Valley 

18.  CM Mark Phillips City of Lake Forest Park 

19.  Stewart Reinbold WA Dept. of Fish and Wildlife 

20.  Deputy Mayor Carl Scandella Town of Yarrow Point 

21.  Gary Smith Water Tenders 

22.  Richard Sowa Friends of the Issaquah Salmon Hatchery 

23.  Audrie Starsy City of Newcastle 

24.  Frank Urabeck Cedar River Council 
 

Others Present 
25.  Tawny Dalziel City of Sammamish 

26.  Jennifer Fink City of Issaquah 

27.  Cyndy Holtz City of Seattle 

28.  Dave Kyle Trout Unlimited 

29.  Andy Loch City of Bothell 

30.  Kit Paulsen City of Bellevue 

31.  Larry Reymann Environmental Science Center 

32.  Jerallyn Roetemeyer City of Redmond 

33.  Ben Scandella Citizen 

34.  David St. John King County 

35.  Ron Straka City of Renton 

36.  Jean White King County 

37.  Linda Grob WRIA 8 Team 

38.  Jason Mulvihill-Kuntz WRIA 8 Team 

39.  Scott Stolnack WRIA 8 Team 

40.  Jason Wilkinson WRIA 8 Team 
 

Vice-Chair John Stokes opened the Salmon Recovery Council (SRC) meeting and invited all attendees to 
introduce themselves. Mayor Stokes announced that Kirkland member Shelley Kloba was just elected 
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to the state senate and thanked her for her engagement in WRIA 8, noting she will be a great advocate 
for salmon in Olympia. 

1. Public Comment 
Larry Reymann, Environmental Science Center, shared that the center recently held a student event 
salmon education, and he passed around home-made thank you cards from the kids. The students had 
a great time in the pouring rain, dissected a fish, and saw one live salmon.   

2. Approval of Meeting Notes for September 15, 2016 
 

The Salmon Recovery Council unanimously approved the meeting notes for the September 15, 
2016 meeting. 

3. Updates & Announcements 
General Announcements: 
Jason Mulvihill-Kuntz (Jason MK), Salmon Recovery Manager, requested that SRC members review the 
Updates & Announcements handout, before highlighting the following items: 
 South Central Caucus Group (Caucus) – Fred Jarrett, King County Deputy Executive, has proposed 

restructuring the SCAA Lead Integrating Organization (LIO), which currently operates across three-
watersheds (WRIAs 8, 9 and 10). This scale makes it unwieldy, and organizing Puget Sound 
recovery priorities along watershed boundaries is a more functional scale for coordination. The 
proposal suggests the WRIAs are a logical organizing structure to take on some of the LIO roles and 
responsibilities. Jason MK said it isn’t clear exactly what it would look like to have WRIAs take on 
LIO roles and responsibilities, and a lot depends on the details, but the reorganization could 
enhance our work. He will invite Fred to the January SRC meeting to discuss the proposal. 

 WRIA 8 Plan Update – WRIA 8 is continuing to work with partners on updating the WRIA 8 Salmon 
Conservation Plan (Plan). The Technical Committee (TC) is reviewing a draft of a monitoring plan 
and working to identify and recommend habitat goals and indicators, which will be presented to 
the SRC in early 2017. Beginning in December and into the first quarter of 2017, Jason Wilkinson 
(Jason W), Actions & Funding Coordinator, will coordinate the update to the WRIA 8 Plan project 
list through a series of sub-basin work groups with partners. 

 WRIA 8 Letter to Governor Inslee Highlighting Legislative Priorities – The SRC letter to Governor 
Inslee, communicating WRIA 8’s legislative priorities and specific capital budget requests, was 
approved by the Management Committee (MC) and sent on November 2. Hank Myers reported 
that his city sent out a letter as well, and he asked if we are sending a similar letter to the state 
legislature. Jason MK said the MC discussed that, and decided to wait until the Governor’s budget 
is released and the legislative session has started before sending a letter to legislators. John Stokes 
said WRIA 8 staff can assist with letters for other partners who are interested.  

 Salmon Return Estimates through the Ballard Locks – Scott Stolnack, Technical Coordinator, 
announced that this year’s Chinook run through the Ballard Locks is the largest run since 2012, 
more than doubling the 4,000 pre-season estimate with 9,000 Chinook going through. He added 
that sockeye population numbers were significantly lower this year than estimated.  

  “Salmon, Stormwater and You” Insert – WRIA 8 was one of 16 partners contributing content to 
the eight-page educational insert that was published in the Seattle Times on Sunday, October 30. 
The insert provides information on the negative effects of stormwater, what can be done to 
manage those impacts, and how stormwater affects salmon. In addition to being distributed in the 
newspaper, 481 schools received copies of the insert. 
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 Living with Salmon in King County – WRIA 8 staff coordinated an update to the “Living with 
Salmon in King County” brochure with the other county WRIA teams (Snoqualmie Watershed and 
WRIA 9). Copies of the brochure are available at the meeting and can be provided by request. 

 Cedar Corridor Plan Advisory Committee and WRIA 8 Comments – The King County Flood Control 
District (FCD) has been working on the Cedar River Corridor Plan for the last couple of years, but 
the scope changed from a focus on integrating flood risk reduction, salmon habitat restoration, and 
recreation priorities, to one focused on flood risk reduction. The project team rolled out a capital 
investment strategy at the last Cedar River Corridor Plan Advisory Committee meeting. WRIA 8 is 
disappointed in the shift away from an integrated planning approach, and will be submitting 
comments to the FCD by this Friday’s deadline. John Stokes commented that he participated in the 
Advisory Committee from the beginning, and plans to keep emphasizing the need to include 
habitat restoration because it benefits flood control in the long run.  

 2017 SRC Meeting Schedule is included in the meeting packet and is available online. 

4. Routine Consent Decision Items 
Jason MK said the Routine Consent Decision Items are intended as a meeting process improvement to 
obtain SRC approval/guidance for routine decision items that don’t need a full presentation and 
discussion at meetings.  
 
Discussion: 
 Diane Buckshnis noted that some SRC members are new and may need more information. Jason 

MK explained that members can pull anything they want off the routine consent agenda to discuss 
more thoroughly.  

 John Stokes said everything on the routine consent agenda would be reviewed and discussed by 
the Implementation Committee (IC) and Technical Committee (TC).  

 Hank Myers said we were all sent this information a week ago in the packet, so it is not new 
information to us. Jason MK noted that all information for these routine decision items would 
either have been discussed at a prior SRC meeting or would be provided to SRC at least a week in 
advance to provide adequate time for review. 

 Ted Frantz clarified that if the CWM grant funding guidance had changed, that it wouldn’t have 
been a routine decision item. Jason MK said that was correct, it would need full SRC discussion.  

 Diane Buckshnis suggested sending out a separate email with the subject line “Routine Consent 
Decision Items” to make sure we all read it in advance. John Stokes called it a good suggestion.  

 Don Davidson said he represents citizens at large and asked what happens if citizens want to 
comment on the routine consent items. Jason MK responded that the meeting packet is on the 
WRIA 8 website and sent out broadly via email.  

 Mike Grady inquired if all new decisions for the meeting are on the routine consent agenda. Jason 
MK said no, only routine items. New items would be included as full discussion/decision items on 
the SRC agenda. 

 
#1, Funding Guidance for 2017 Cooperative Watershed Management Grant Funds:  Jason MK said 
the funding guidance may change in 2018 once the Plan update is complete, but staff is recommending 
status quo guidance for 2017. The proposed 2017 CWM funding allocation is: 
 

Activity Amount 

Site-specific projects and acquisitions (including up to 15% of this 
amount for riparian-only habitat projects)  

$1,981,159 

Monitoring  $300,000 
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Education and outreach  $96,000 

Total $2,377,159 
 

The Salmon Recovery Council unanimously approved Routine Consent Decision Item #1: Funding 
Guidance for 2017 Cooperative Watershed Management Grant Funds. 

 

#2, Updates to WRIA 8 Four-Year Work Plan:  Jason MK explained that the Four-Year Work Plan list 
is a planning tool used to identify the projects and programmatic actions in the WRIA 8 Plan that are 
most ready for implementation. It is used as a screening tool for assessing grant proposals. This year 
the TC recommends two additions to the work plan for SRC approval: 

1. Clarke Beach Park Shoreline Restoration: Lake Washington, Tier 1, Project Sponsor – City of Mercer 
Island; and  

2. Saint Edward State Park Shoreline Restoration: Lake Washington, Tier 1, Project Sponsor – City of 
Kenmore/Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission. 

  
The Salmon Recovery Council unanimously approved Routine Consent Decision Item #2: Updates 
to WRIA 8 Four-Year Work Plan. 

 

The Salmon Recovery Council then unanimously approved future Routine Consent Decision Items 
as long as they are sent out in advance of meetings as a separate email with “Routine Consent 
Decision Items” in the subject line. 

 
5. WRIA 8 “Virtual Tour”: Habitat Protection and Restoration Projects 
Jason MK said this year the SRC decided not to have a salmon bus tour due to the emphasis on the Plan 
update, but Chair Rheaume suggested having a virtual tour at a SRC meeting instead. Jason Wilkinson, 
Actions & Funding Coordinator, went over the recovery strategies from the WRIA 8 Plan and key 
accomplishments in the ten years since the Plan was approved: 1,500 acres of land protected, 75 acres 
of floodplain reconnection, 500 acres of riparian invasive plant treatment, 325 acres of riparian 
plantings, 6,500 linear feet of lakeshore armoring removal and enhancement.  
 
Jason W introduced two sponsors of recently completed projects: 
 

Salmon Run Nature Park Stream Restoration (City of Issaquah): Jennifer Fink, Issaquah, played a video 
about the project and its construction. Total project cost was $805,000, and the objective was to 
enhance rearing and refuge habitat. She said last week was the first of several plantings at the site with 
Mountains to Sound Greenway (Greenway) and they will ultimately plant 6,000 plants. Salmon Run 
Nature Park is just downstream from Confluence Park where more restoration work was done, and 
they are seeing salmon use habitat at both locations.  
 

Discussion: 
 Mike Grady inquired about the stormwater vault, and asked for a description of the outfall. 

Jennifer Fink responded that she wasn’t involved with the vault when it went in, and added that it 
was on private property. She said she mainly manages the riparian planting portion of the project. 

 
Sammamish River Side Channel Restoration (City of Bothell): Andy Loch, City of Bothell, thanked all 
the project sponsors, including WRIA 8, for their support of the project. The project objective was to 
provide off-channel rearing habitat by reconnecting a side channel to the Sammamish River. 
Construction of the Ballard Locks lowered the Sammamish by eight feet. In the 1960s the Army Corps 
of Engineers (Corps) straightened the river and shortened it, and classified it a Flood Control Facility. 
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This project tied into upstream and downstream channels, and reconnected the river to the floodplain. 
He said they excavated 1,180 feet of side channel, installed two box culverts below the Sammamish 
River Trail and are now planting ~35,000 native plants. The project benefits salmon as well as birds and 
other wildlife.  
 
Andy said the big lesson is how it took a village to do this project, from planners, citizens, staff, 
funders, contractors. One project question concerned “when is a river no longer a river?”, and the 
answer is it’s not a river when it’s declared a Flood Control Facility.  The Sammamish River has been 
disconnected from its historic floodplain, and the levees cannot be removed as easily as on the Cedar. 
It takes a lot of excavation to reconnect the floodplain and requires permission from the Corps to alter 
a Flood Control Facility.  
 

Discussion: 
 David Bain asked if there is any plan to change the vertical bank. Andy Loch replied that there is no 

plan to change it, it is holding for now, and the side channel will always be connected at the 
downstream side. The channel will always have water in it, and in fact has more water than they 
thought it would. 

 Hank Myers asked if this project has anything to do with the Wayne Golf Course project. Andy said 
this project is upstream, but it will influence the golf course project by providing an example of 
what can be done and what works. 

 Jason W inquired if Bothell still plans to monitor the site. Andy said yes, monitoring is a 
requirement of the grant funding. 

 Jason MK commented that WRIA 8 is very different than other WRIAs because much of the 
watershed is urban, and it is hard to explain to the technical experts how this project will work and 
provide habitat function in that context. This is the currently one of very few places on the 
Sammamish where there is off channel habitat. He said it was a great project for Bothell to pursue. 
Andy noted that the project site is park land with a single owner, which made it appealing.  

 
Jason W also briefed the SRC on projects being planned/underway including: Wayne Golf Course (City 
of Bothell/Forterra/King County), Bear Creek Watershed Riparian Improvement (Forterra), Riverbend 
Floodplain Restoration (King County), Lower Taylor Creek Restoration (Seattle Public Utilities), Willow 
Creek Daylighting (City of Edmonds), and Meadowdale Beach Shoreline Restoration (Snohomish 
County), and provided an update on the Ballard Locks.  
 
Discussion: 
 Ted Frantz asked if Bothell will also need permission from the Corps for the Wayne Golf Course 

project. Andy Loch said definitely.  
 Gary Smith inquired how long the Bear Creek knotweed program will take. Judy Blanco said 

Forterra figures this is a twenty year project, which gets tricky to fund through grants. They are 
reaching out to property owners, and are now focused on the mainstem. Forterra initially heard 
back from about 30 percent of the landowners, and after contact with them heard back from 
another ten percent, which is a good response rate for this type of effort. 

 Frank Urabeck said what hasn’t been resolved with the Riverbend project is what to do with 
Cavanaugh Pond, where sockeye spawning occurs. Cyndy Holtz responded that she sits on the 
design committee for Riverbend, and she thinks the project will enhance sockeye habitat. Frank 
said he believes the implications for sockeye habitat have not been resolved and he hopes Jon 
Hansen, King County, will come back to the Cedar River Council to address it.  
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 Shelley Kloba asked if relocation funding and assistance was provided for the people living in the 
mobile home park at Riverbend, and if they were happy with the move. Cyndy Holtz reported that 
she has worked on other relocations, and the compensation is very generous. Jason MK added that 
moving residents from the Riverbend mobile home park went very well and more quickly than 
anticipated. King County gained good experience from relocation work at the Rainbow Bend 
project site. 

 Mike Grady requested that he be kept in the loop with the Burlington Northern (BNSF) nexus on 
the Meadowdale Beach project because he is working on a biological opinion for BNSF and their 
actions and it may help inform that process. As regards the Ballard Locks, he said if we have a big 
earthquake and the locks fail, Lake Washington will fall 14 feet. The new 520 Bridge has a feature 
so it can go down 14 feet, but the I-90 Bridge does not. There are also sewer lines in the lake that 
could be affected, and the new light rail would be impacted by a locks failure. Mike said cities need 
to figure that into their contingency plans, because the failing locks will affect regional 
transportation and economy. 

 Mark Phillips asked when the Issaquah and Bothell projects were constructed. Jason W replied that 
they were both constructed last summer (2016). 

 
Jason MK concluded the presentation by highlighting the new project handout brochure, which was 
just produced and available at the meeting and on the WRIA 8 website. 
 

6. Success Story/Information: Lake Sammamish Kokanee Recovery Update  
David St. John, King County Department of Natural Resources & Parks/Kokanee Work Group (KWG), 
reported that kokanee were once the most abundant salmon in the watershed, but now only one of 
three historic runs (late run) exists in Lake Sammamish and Laughing Jacobs, Ebright, and Lewis Creeks. 
Once kokanee averaged 20,000 per year, but between 1996 and 2015 they averaged just 2,000 per 
year.  He said we need to see kokanee runs exceed 500 at a minimum to avoid extinction but haven’t 
been seeing that every year. We have a three-year cycle with a strong run every third year, but this is a 
weak return year.  
 
David reported that the Kokanee Work Group has doubled in members since 2007. US Fish & Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) is a primary funder of the hatchery program, which they use to make sure enough fry 
are produced to go back to the lake every year. USFWS probably won’t be able to fund the hatchery 
program longer than two to five more years. He said fry have been successfully reared and released for 
the last seven years in a row, and we do see hatchery fish coming back because they are marked. In 
smaller return years hatchery production is very important, but their survival may not be as high as 
wild origin kokanee, which means they will have to adaptively manage the hatchery stock.  
 
As part of the kokanee public engagement effort, David said the KWG does a fry release every April or 
May and last year 75-100 school kids from three schools attended. The Urban Wildlife Refuge 
Partnership has given them $100,000 to engage with nontraditional/minority populations, and they 
are doing as much as they can to expand the audience. He reported that Jim Bower, King County Senior 
Ecologist, is the lead scientist for the KWG science/technical work, and they are expanding, compiling 
and synthesizing data, and just held their first adaptive management committee meeting today. King 
County and Trout Unlimited are establishing the first egg boxes in Redmond and Sammamish creeks, 
including Zaccuse, and testing them this year to see if they can get kokanee to use those creeks. David 
explained that we need to open new habitat for rearing, and are relying on jurisdictions to focus on 
land use while the KWG focuses on habitat restoration. Trout Unlimited, cities, Snoqualmie Tribe, the 
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Bullitt Foundation, and grants have funded a new position and recently hired Dave Kyle to focus on 
getting projects in the ground faster.  
 
David highlighted three habitat restoration and protection projects:  
 Ebright Creek: Wally Pereyra, a local resident, self-funded a culvert replacement project on his 

property, which opened up the best kokanee habitat in the creek.  
 Issaquah Creek: WRIA 8 contributed funding to the project to eliminate a migration barrier at the 

Issaquah Hatchery water intake, which helps kokanee and Chinook and other species. This is a 
primary recolonization area for kokanee, and there needs to be a spawning area in Issaquah Creek 
to achieve recovery of the population.  

 Zaccuse Creek: The plan is to replace three culverts, one owned by King County, one by City of 
Sammamish, and one by Wally Pereyra. The creek does not support kokanee spawning now 
because of the barriers, so kokanee either turn around and leave, stay and die, or spawn in a tiny 
area. The project will be done by the next spawning season. 

 
Tawni Dalziel, City of Sammamish, explained that the Zaccuse Creek project is a continuation of work 
done by the city with a property owner on Lake Sammamish. It is an important habitat and cultural 
resources project for the Snoqualmie Tribe, and will improve a braided channel. Their study is just 
starting.  
 
Jean White, Regional Trails Manager for King County Parks, said King County Parks is committed as part 
of the Eastside Trail project to fix the culverts for kokanee. Segment B is the last 3.5 mile segment of 
the trail to Issaquah, and there are seven other culverts in the segment that King County Parks is going 
to fix for kokanee. Parks will also fix five culverts in Redmond. 
 
Discussion: 

 Carl Scandella asked if we know why there is the three-year kokanee cycle with a strong run every 
third year. David St. John said that is the million dollar question, but we think it is probably because 
conditions are good for each stage of their lives. 

7. Next Meeting: 
The next Salmon Recovery Council meeting is January 19, 2017, 3:00 – 5:15 p.m., Ecology’s Northwest 
Regional Office in Bellevue.     
 


