Friends of the
Cedar River
Watershed




VISION

Healthy watersheds through personal and commurmthgagement.

Engaging people to enhance and sustain watersheds through
restoration, education and stewardship.
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Cedar River Salmon Journey

Stewardship in Action
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Cedar River Salmon Journey

Salmon are the vehicle through which we tell
the story of clean water and healthy habitat. (
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History

« Started in 1998 by King County, Seattle Aquarium
and Seattle Public Utilities

* Program coordination:

« King County 1998005
« Aquarium in 2006
« FCRW 200-fresent

« Partners contribute significant staff time and
supplies

swnlunteers and partnerships key to su?
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Mission
Promote understanding and stewardship

of the Cedar River/Lake Washington
ecosystem from the mountains to the
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Goals
 Inform and inspirel0,000+ watershed residen&bout
critical needs facing the watershed.
— Salmon D
— Watershed health \;.“ -
— Solutions F ‘; Mﬁ /

» Promote everyday actions  : ;%7,3.‘5;;;;;»
that we can all take to Bons S
Improve watershed health.
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Program Growth

« 16 years on the Cedar River sharing the story of
salmon and healthy watersheds

 Number of participants increases every year:
U 114 volunteers spoke with 13,517 visitors In

AONRC

U 32% increase In visitors and a 13% increase In
volunteers from 2012

* More sites and yeamund opportunities for
volunteers to engage with the public about salmon
S==:sovery
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Audience & Opportunity

« General public is a high
priority audience

CRSJ Visitors 1998-2013

« Salmon viewing opportunities
June-December

« Continued learning at FCRW
restoration events,
community events and-e
communications yearound

0

AOne of the most | mportant rol es
IS heightening awareness about the fact that
AR RIS everyone within the watershed has a role in the
C \ : .
' |t

heal th of sal mon and wai™"w

WRIA 8 Plan, chapter 5, page 3.
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Salmon Programs

« Every weekend in October

« 3 Saturdays at the Chittenden
Locks during salmon migration

At restoration and community
events throughout the year
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Volunteer Training

Fall Program ~ salmqgmvatershed, interpretation (20 hours)

Summer Program~ salmonearshoreenvironment, Locks (4
hours)

“As a corporate educator, I rate the training
associated with the program to be one of
the best I've seen.”

~ CRSJ Volunteer Naturalist ( Friends o te
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Teaching Tools

Vests, hats and name badges

Posters and flyers

Props suclas egg display, fish
Mouth of the Cedar iver-A History glove, native plant id cardstolith
| | and diagram, magné:toardetc
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Chittenden Locks

1
L GA . .
W Located in Tier 1 areas
Ry ¢ e primary spawning areas
* migratory and rearing corridors

Riverview Park

MOR providled by Ying County 9 3 4 6 Miley
Water ond Lo Rasourcar Divdnon




What We Talk About

 Human and natural history,
land use changewater quality
and watershedhealth

« Salmon of the Cedar River, life
cycle and population trends

« What can | do to help ?

We facilitate the correction of misinformation
and engage people with respect.
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What Do Visitors Learn?

- it

& f_" People and salmon share Cedar River water
=

Even if I don't live next to the water my
J actions affect watershed health

- \Poor water quality, loss of riparian habitat, and
-/ nsufficient water impact salmon
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What Action Will Visitors Take?

Bi-annual follow up calls reveal that the
majority of survey takers are following
S ) through on their action pledges. ( e
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| ocal Audiences

Majority of riverside visitors are from
Renton and Maple Valley area. T friendse.
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Reinforcing the Message

* Volunteers and FCRW staff present at | —
community events '

* E-newsletters and social media reach
additional audiences and incorporate
salmon education as well as resources
for more information
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Evaluation

L « Written surveys for visitorg843
o - W surveys receiveith 2013)

IEI <~ On-line surveys for volunteer&9
!0

| evaluationsreceivedn 2013)

i
| E -« Bi-annual phone calls surveying
i} ——t= stewardship actions (2010, 2012,

i- 2014)

84% of those reached by phone Iin
2014 were taking action " riendsuen
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Volunteer Naturalist Feedback

* | love being a Cedar River Naturalist, because | am addicted to "aha
moments", and | can 100% guarantee that every public contact | have
there will be an "aha moment" (1)”

* | have been inspired both by the way that it makes me feel and the
way that | am giving back to the community/environment that | live
In .... 1 can see that | make a difference in the lives of people who | am
able to interact with.

« Amazing. | didn't think people would be as interested and engaged
aboutsalmonand the Sound as they were. It was a great experience
and remarkable to see how the public responded.

Most longerm volunteers are from
Renton and Map\@alleyarea.
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Program Impact

i VP

 Over 85,655visItors
sincel998.

» Volunteers have donatec S it
26,707 hoursvalued at
$550,520.

 Participants become
engaged In stewardshiom
activities. -
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Supports WRIAS8 Start List

« Meets WRIA 8 Start List recommendation for community
outreach and education (# Project C711)

« Addresses and reinforces the collective missions of WRIAS,
FCRW, Cedar River Council, King County WLRD and Puget
Sound Partnership.

« Participants learn to be salmetniendly stewards
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Builds Support
for Salmon Recovery Actions

Provides clear messages about things everyonelcan
Elevategublic awareness of salmon and watershed issues

Connects people with hanesn opportunities through programs like
Stewardship in Action and Volunteer Habitat Restoration

Encourages visitors and volunteers to take action
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Builds Capacity

S
' f g -

Buildson lessons learned DA H‘;
* Project partners evaluatgeason !g, 9 7 5
« Assess and adapt as needed i (10 O

 Try new tools and methods

Enhance®xisting effortsandbuilds partnerships
« U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
 BeachNaturalist program
« FCRW Volunteer Habitat Restoration
« Cascade Bicycle Club, Audubon, Hyatt
« Salmon Watchers
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What's Next?

2014

 (Collaborationwith the Salmonwatchers

And beyond...

* Increase salmon and watershed health education through
Improved social networking, media and public outreach
Initiatives

« pilot weekday programming for schools

« continue looking for opportunities to develop new
partnerships across WRIAS8 (restoration, Lake WA)
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Salmon Viewing Map

Salmon Watcher data and photos

Updated weekly through December
Educational component
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Partners and Sponsors

((Sﬁ@g’[ﬂ@l . ,: Friends of the
@ I llb IC \, Cedar River
Utilities SEATTLE AQUARIUM Watershed

kil

King County

KING COUNTY
FLOOD CONTROL
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50in’* Cedar River

Salmon Journey
7 2014

W Free
| | Family-friendly
salmon viewing programs!

October Weekends, 11am-4pm









