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Will climate change negate salmon  

restoration efforts? 

ÅRecovery plans are in place 

ÅMillions of dollars will be spent 

ÅShould we alter habitat restoration plans 

to accommodate climate change? 



Outline 

ÅPredicted climate change effects 

ÅSalmon population vulnerability 

ÅRestoration actions and climate change 

ÅDecision support for climate adaptation 

 



Predicting climate change effects 
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Model uncertainty 
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Predicted change in low flow 

¸ Change in lowest 

monthly flow 

between 1980s 

and 2080s 

>10% increase 

-10% to +10% 

10-35% decrease 

35-75% decrease 

Data source: http://www.hydro.washington.edu/2860/report/ 
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Predicted change in high flow 

¸ Change in flow 

between 1980s 

and 2080s 

>10% decrease 

-10% to +10% 

10-50% increase 

50-100% increase 

Data source: http://www.hydro.washington.edu/2860/report/ 
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Summer rearing sensitivity 
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What does that mean for salmon? 
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Flow regime and Chinook life history 
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Rainfall 
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