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Federal Priorities

e Support and sustain $65 million for NOAA'’s Pacific Coastal
Salmon Recovery Fund in the Commerce, Justice, Science, and
Related Agencies appropriations bill. These funds allow NOAA to
award grants to Washington State, Tribes and local watershed partners
to implement salmon recovery priorities.

e Support the passage of the Puget Sound Recovery Act to designate
Puget Sound as a “Great Waterbody.” The Act will designate Puget
Sound as a formal Clean Water Act program and authorize up to $90
million in federal funding, annually, to implement priority restoration
efforts and protect water quality.

e Support inclusion of $5.9 million in the Energy and Water
Development appropriations bill for the US Army Corps of
Engineers to improve fish passage and benefit navigation at the
Hiram H. Chittenden Locks. Priorities include:

o $5.2 million to replace the 100-year old gate valves to the large
locks with hydraulic valves to allow for slow, controlled opening
and closing of the locks to avoid injuring juvenile salmon, and

o $700,000 to study a more permanent alternative to the temporary
exclusion structure the Corps installed to prevent adult salmon
from becoming entrained in the diffuser well of the fish ladder at
the Locks.

o Develop and implement temporary fix for smolt passage flumes
starting in spring 2013 and study alternatives for a long-term
solution to juvenile fish passage.



State Priorities

e Support $80 million for Puget Sound Acquisition and Restoration
(PSAR) funding which supports implementation of the highest priority
projects throughout Puget Sound. The request includes two components:
1) $30 million divided among Puget Sound watersheds for a habitat
projects grant round, and 2) $50 million dedicated to fund a prioritized list
of specific large, high-priority capital projects submitted by Puget Sound
watersheds. Funds are derived from State general obligation bonds (RCW
77.85).

o WRIA 8 received $737,019 in PSAR funding for 2011-2012, which
helped fund the following priority projects:

= Acquisition of 18.6 acres on the Cedar River for future
floodplain restoration

= Acquisition to protect 3.8 acres of Cedar River floodplain
= Restoration at Confluence Parks on Issaquah Creek

= Feasibility study for Edmonds Marsh restoration

= Feasibility study for Sammamish River restoration

o A portion of PSAR funding also supports watershed technical
capacity to develop projects and advance programmatic priorities,
such as Green Shorelines and new WRIA 8 focus on riparian area
protection and restoration.

e Support $40 million request in Recreation and Conservation Office
capital budget request, to serve as state match to federal Pacific
Coastal Salmon Recovery Fund. These funds, in addition to federal
PCSRF funding, will enable a $30 million state-wide salmon recovery
grant round.

e Support funding for salmon recovery Lead Entities in the Recreation
and Conservation Office general fund budget request. These funds
support staff capacity for the WRIA 8 team to implement state grant
programs and to continue coordinating salmon recovery efforts with
watersheds throughout the state.

Watershed Partners

The following partners are working together to protect and restore watershed health and salmon habitat
recovery in the Lake Washington/Cedar/Sammamish Watershed (WRIA 8): Beaux Arts, Bellevue, Bothell,
Clyde Hill, Edmonds, Hunts Point, Issaquah, Kenmore, Kent, King County, Kirkland, Lake Forest Park,
Maple Valley, Medina, Mercer Island, Mill Creek, Mountlake Terrace, Mukilteo, Newcastle, Redmond,
Renton, Sammamish, Seattle, Shoreline, Snohomish County, Woodinville, Yarrow Point; various state
agencies; various non-profit groups; and many other organizations and individuals. Watershed web site:
http://www.govlink.org/watersheds/8/
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