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WRIA 9 Implementation Technical Committee  

Draft Meeting Summary - March 30, 2016, 9:30-noon 

King Street Center, King/Chinook Room 

 

Attendees: Joe Anderson (phone), WDFW; Kerry Bauman, King County; Karen Bergeron, WRIA 9; 

Elizabeth Butler, Recreation and Conservation; Lance Campbell (phone), WDFW; Jeff Cordell, UW; Troy 

Fields (phone), Mid Sound Fisheries; Larry Fisher, WDFW; Chris Gregersen, King County; Kollin Higgins, 

King County; Christina Jarvis, Auburn; Josh Kahan, King County; Matt Knox, Kent; Amanda Leon (phone), 

Normandy Park; Kathy Minsch, Seattle; Joan Nolan, Ecology; Elissa Ostergaard, WRIA 9; Tyler Patterson, 

Tacoma Water; Mike Perfetti, Tukwila; Blair Scott, King County; Bruce Wulkan (phone), PSP 

Habitat Plan Update Schedule 

Elissa said the WRIA 9 habitat plan update schedule was revised based on the updated WRIA 9 budget 

for 2016. Rather than completing the habitat plan update in 2 years, we decided to extend this process 

to 3 years, and plan to have a final update by late 2018. In addition, we are canceling 2 ITC meetings 

(April and June). In July, we will start the habitat plan update in earnest. The new proposed habitat plan 

update schedule was distributed for review and includes the chapters, topics, and dates that are shifted.  

Meanwhile, PSP is updating the tookit for Chinook recovery, which will be partially available in June. 

Common indicators and protocols will be finalized by 2019, and PSP will report out on a subset of 

indicators in 2017. The toolkit will provide additional guidance on quantitative habitat goals. PSP has 

contracted with Cramer Fish Sciences for this work.  

Review of the 4-Year Workplan 

The 4-year Workplan (4YrWP) is provided to PSP– it lists priority proposed restoration projects and 

programs so they can be eligible for state and federal grant funds.  It was previously a 3-year Workplan; 

now it is updated every 2 years. Karen works closely with project sponsors and the WRIA 9 staff team to 

develop the list. After ITC input, it will be reviewed & approved by the WRIA 9 Forum.  

 The 4YrWP includes a narrative to explain the list. In past years, Karen wrote this, but this year PSP 

decided to export portions of our Miradi file from the 2013-2014 Chinook M&AM effort as the 

narrative, using a standard template created for all the WRIAs. What resulted is a 27-page narrative 

that doesn’t clearly relate to our project list and needs editing. Elissa is currently editing the 

narrative; it was sent to us on March 21 and is due on March 31 (tomorrow). This includes removing 

redundant goals that are the same throughout sections.  

 Elizabeth commented that each year NOAA updates their requirements and requests updates from 

PSP regarding all the WRIAs, which is the reason they created Miradi and the template. Bruce said 

the template has been vetted many times through the Leads meetings, and invites feedback.   

 Elissa will send out the final 4YrWP narrative to the ITC when it is submitted to PSP. (Update – we 

were given an extension on the narrative deadline; it will be sent out the week of April 4.) 

Karen presented the draft 4YrWP list, which includes all projects, outreach, and monitoring planned for 

the next 4 years. This list includes all potential projects, including floodplain projects. Many of the costs 

aren’t refined, in which case ballpark estimates are used, some from the 2005 plan. There may also be 
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outside funding that isn’t accounted for in this spreadsheet. Any feedback on the spreadsheet must 

have been submitted by 3/31/16, which is when it was due to PSP. The 4YrWP spreadsheet is lacking 

projects in the Upper Green, so any feedback regarding Upper Green additions is welcome.  

Karen also presented a proposed list of 2016 projects to be funded by WRIA-directed funds from the 

Salmon Recovery Funding Board (SRFB), Puget Sound Acquisition and Restoration program (PSAR), and 

Cooperative Watershed Management (CWM) from the Flood Control District (FCD). Karen asked for 

feedback on this list by April 6. Karen will bring this list to the Forum on May 12 for their approval. 

Water Quality Conservation Hypotheses - Review 

Continuing from the February ITC meeting, the water quality conservation hypotheses were reviewed. 

Once they are finalized, staff will take these to the Forum in May for approval as part of the habitat 

plan update. Elissa will make the proposed edits and send the revised document via email for final ITC 

review. 

 New conservation hypothesis All-7 includes only temperature and chemical contamination, and is 

proposed as a Tier 1 conservation hypothesis, which is highest priority.  

 Existing hypothesis All-1, regarding general water quality, is Tier 2.  

 The group removed the phrase “by addressing point and nonpoint pollution sources” from the new 

hypothesis All-7, and edited the All-1 hypothesis clarifying that it addresses water quality 

components not addressed by the All-7 hypothesis.  

Review Updated Monitoring Proposals for CWM funds 

Updates made to the CWM proposals from February’s ITC meeting were presented and discussed, and 

included the following changes or updates: 

1) WDFW Otolith Sampling- Recap- This proposal will examine otoliths of returning adult Chinook, 

which will allow us to see how much time returning adults spent in freshwater as juveniles, which in 

turn will help us assess survival of fry vs. parr outmigrants and their contribution to the returning 

adult population.  

Lance at WDFW updated the proposal to a total cost of $44,577. They reduced the cost from 

$54,000 because the juvenile sampling was removed because previous work by Volk can be used 

instead. This proposal will cover one-two years of sampling and 150 samples, but because of 

different age at return (age 3, 4, and 5) of adult Chinook, we can observe different brood years. Prior 

scale analysis by WDFW, showed that 60-80% of returning adults are 4 year old fish, with the 

remaining being split between 3 and 5 year old fish. We should consider funding this in the future to 

get a complete picture of returns for multiple brood years.  

2) UW fish sampling- Recap- Jeff Cordell and Jason Toft were funded this year for project effectiveness 

monitoring in the Duwamish to see where juvenile Chinook are rearing. This money is for additional 

funding for the analysis and write up. Without this funding, efforts would need to be scaled back 

and a complete analysis couldn’t be performed. 
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Jeff updated the proposal to a total cost of $25,000 ($30,000 previously). In the past, they have 

found high modeled growth of Chinook in the transition zone (TZ). Greg Ruggerone had found that 

there was a higher residence time and higher use/abundance of salmonids in restoration sites 

throughout the TZ. They found that the Lower Duwamish was used more early in the year, then this 

use shifted upstream later in the season. This project will sample 7 or 8 sites throughout the TZ. At 

each of these, they’ve picked up a restored, non restored, and non restored but vegetated site, 

which they will sample monthly through spring and summer. The proposal is to write up the results. 

Also, they would like to do a more comprehensive study in future years and compare them to these 

past studies, but this is not included.  

3) WDFW smolt trap- Recap- The WDFW smolt trap above HWY 18 is operated annually at a total cost 

of ~$120,000. Each year, this cost is split between WDFW, USACE, Tacoma, and WRIA 9. The total 

cost includes installing the trap, operation, measuring trap efficiency, calibrating, and reporting. 

WRIA 9 contributes $40,000.  

 

4) USGS gages in the Duwamish- Recap- Due to ecology budget shortfalls, these specialized gages 

require additional funding to keep running. These are flow gages that take into account tidal 

fluctuation and flow reversal, and measure temperature, conductivity, and turbidity. USGS currently 

has funding through 2016, so this funding would be for 2017. The WRIA is asked to contribute 

$10,000.  

With these current CWM fund proposals, the total is $119,577, which falls inside the $120,000 budget.  

The ITC unanimously approved recommending these four monitoring projects for funding. 

Round Robin Updates  

1) Karen provided a brief summary of McSorley estuary restoration. A public meeting last week was 

attended by 40 people. So far, the project is going well and State Parks has been very engaged and 

helpful throughout the process.  

2) At Elizabeth’s request, Matt discussed some issues that they are having with their side channel 

project on Downey Farmstead. Elizabeth explained that the RCO and SRFB would like the ITC to get 

vet projects when design changes are reducing the habitat lift, so they can get as much habitat gain 

as possible. Elissa said that Karen will be organizing a project subcommittee of the ITC to vet 

projects. The goal of this project is to provide 2200 feet of side channel habitat, which has been 

ongoing for the past ~10 years and went to 100% design ~2 years ago. They tried to vacate Frager 

Road, but instead had to push it back, and now KC Roads as well as Kent Parks have stated that they 

will need a 60 foot right-of-way and trail, which would reduce the planting area for the project. 

Frager Road is lightly used, primarily as a trail, but at least one nearby landowner is opposed to 

closing it. The ITC agreed that they would recommend vacating the road and making it a drivable 

trail with bollards in order to increase the planting area. King County and WRIA 9 will explore this 

option separately. Matt said there were plans to make up for the lost planting area by planting near 

the mouth of Mullen Slough, and the group said it would be best if both could be done.  


