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What’s going on in your WRIA?  Does this question keep you awake at night?  It does many of us.  To answer your question - and to help you sleep soundly - we’ve put together this e-mail update of goings-on in the watershed.  

The newsletter is designed to give you information about salmon recovery efforts across WRIA 9 -- from the Green River headwaters to Howard Hanson Dam to the Duwamish estuary, from Miller Creek to Maple Valley.

In particular, we want to use this newsletter as a way to keep you up to speed on watershed activities between the meetings of the Watershed Steering Committee and Planning Work Group and all the other meetings that fill our schedules.  The newsletter will cover the watershed planning process, the regulatory environment, project funding, volunteer activities, and more.

We’ll send this out every three to four weeks.  Your suggestions and requests will shape the contents and format of this newsletter.  We welcome your feedback.  Contact Dennis Clark, 206-296-1909, dennis.clark@metrokc.gov with your suggestions and news items.

Salmon in the Watershed - Now

As the leaves begin to turn, chinook are entering and spawning in the mainstem of the Green River.  October is the peak month for chinook spawning and wild fish (and probably some hatchery strays) can be seen on the Middle Green east of Auburn.  Hatchery adults also are returning to the Green River hatchery on Soos Creek in substantial numbers. After being stripped of eggs and milt, the carcasses of the hatchery fish are being placed in streams elsewhere in the watershed.  Carcass distribution helps get nutrients back into the ecosystem, which strengthens the food web that juvenile salmon and other aquatic organisms depend on.

When you’re observing migrating and spawning chinook, you may notice that some are fitted with small colored quarter-sized disks or spaghetti-like tags.  These disks/tags are affixed to the chinook at a trap on the Middle Green.  The fish are then released to continue upstream to spawn.  During the run, fisheries biologists float the river and walk selected streams in the watershed looking for spawned out fish with these disks.  The resulting data will then be used to calibrate estimates of run size.

Coho also have been returning in sufficient numbers to the Green/Duwamish that the fishery managers opened a coho fishing season one week early this year (for more info, see http://www.wa.gov/wdfw/fish/regs/regchng/sep2200b.htm).  Fishing for salmon - except chinook - is permitted from now until December 31 between the First Ave. S. bridge in Seattle and the 277th St. bridge in Auburn.  From October 16 to December 31, salmon fishing - again excluding chinook, which must be released if caught - will be permitted from the 277th St. bridge to the Auburn-Black Diamond Road bridge.  For more information, use the fishing hotline: 360-902-2500.

Coho usually spawn in the smaller tributary streams, many of which are not very accessible during the current low flows.  When the rainy season begins in earnest in November, stream flows will increase, allowing the coho to spawn throughout their range.

Got kids?  A great opportunity for them to fish for salmon lasts through Sunday, October 15.  Between the mouth of Soos Creek and the bridge adjacent to the Green River hatchery, anglers age 14 and younger can catch two hatchery fish (chinook or coho) per day (12” minimum size; one single hook tackle).  Take care to protect the stream banks and good luck!

Salmon in the Watershed - Then

A historical perspective on salmon runs is offered by King County's new video, "Fish Tales," which illustrates local residents' emotional, cultural and economic connections to salmon. "Fish Tales" features the heart-felt stories of long-time residents including those who saw chinook salmon that weighed 65 to 85 pounds in local streams. The 30-minute video is hosted by comedian and "Almost Live" alumnus Nancy Guppy.

"Fish Tales" can be seen on the Tri-County's Salmon Exchange television program on government and non-commercial cable stations throughout the month of October.  See http://www.salmoninfo.org/sitvmain.htm for more.

Steering Committee
The WRIA 9 Steering Committee met in a productive session on September 14.  Members selected and prioritized proposed projects for submittal to the State Salmon Recovery Funding (SRF) Board.  In descending order of priority, these projects are:  

1.
Metzler Park Addition Acquisition

2.
Kanaskat North Acquisition

3.
Big Spring Creek Acquisition

4.
Seahurst Park Bulkhead Alternatives Analysis

5.
Lower Newaukum Creek Restoration

At the September 14 meeting, the Miller Creek Estuary Feasibility Assessment was ranked #2 by the Steering Committee.  Due to unforeseen circumstances since that meeting, we have had to remove that project from the list for funding this round.  Some uncertainty has arisen regarding the willingness and interest of the property owners of the mouth of Miller Creek.  Until this issue can be resolved, we will delay pursuing funding.  Katy Vanderpool and other staff working on nearshore issues have expressed tremendous gratitude for the Steering Committee's support for this and other nearshore efforts and they are disappointed they won't be able to move this project forward at this time.

Please note that the despite the removal of the Miller Creek project, the priority ranking of the remaining projects that was set by the Steering Committee has not been changed (i.e., the last four projects each moved up the list one position).

The September 14 meeting was preceded by an open house, which gave members and the public a chance to learn about the merits of the various projects.  The resulting five projects will be submitted to the SRF Board by October 30.  Contact Clint Loper, 206-296-8378, clint.loper@metrokc.gov for more information on the proposed projects.

Need a document from a previous meeting?  Meeting materials are available on line at http://dnr.metrokc.gov/wrias/9/.

Note that there will be no Steering Committee meeting on October 12.  The Steering Committee has decided to meet bimonthly and the next Steering Committee meeting will occur Thursday, November 9.  A key agenda item for that meeting is discussion and decision on the proposed strategy for reviewing the Reconnaissance Assessment and a draft public outreach workplan for the next 6-12 months.  Please contact Doug Osterman, 206-296-8069, doug.osterman@metrokc.gov if you have any questions.

Interlocal Agreement (ILA) Update
The members of the combined Green/Duwamish and Central Puget Sound Forums met September 12 to review the draft Interlocal Agreement.  The ILA will provide a framework for the sharing of costs necessary to complete assessment and planning work for a conservation plan for species listed under the Endangered Species Act.  The Forum members, representing the WRIA 9 cities, were asked to indicate their position on the ILA through a vote indicating whether they would recommend adoption to their city councils.  Of the 16 jurisdictions within WRIA 9, 13 jurisdictions voted positively, two were absent, and one abstained.  For more information please contact Linda Hanson, 206-296-8383, linda.hanson@metrokc.gov.
Endangered Species Act Update and Section 4(d) Rules Negotiation
The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) is conducting a series of workshops in Washington and Oregon for local governments on the 4(d) rule and local government's role is salmon recovery.  These workshops are most appropriate for jurisdictions that are NOT participating in the Tri-County model.  While both Puget Sound workshops have already occurred, workshop materials are on line at http://www.nwr.noaa.gov/1salmon/salmesa/4ddocs/4dwsmain.html.  For a brochure on the workshop, see http://www.nwr.noaa.gov/1salmon/salmesa/4ddocs/4dwkshp2.htm.

The Tri-County Rule Proposal Model will be submitted to NMFS and U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service later this month.  WRIA planning is one of the six principal components of the “model conservation program”:

· Regulatory/programmatic components

-
Road maintenance best management practices (BMPs)

-
Stormwater management

-
Regulation of development/management zones

· Commitments to long-term actions

-
WRIA planning (that’s us!)

-
Adaptive management

-
Habitat funding program

To keep abreast of developments, contact Doug Osterman, 206-296-8069, doug.osterman@metrokc.gov or visit the SalmonInfo website: http://www.salmoninfo.com/
Grants Available, Funds Awarded

The Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) still has $1.3 million available in their City Fish Passage Barrier, Stormwater and Habitat Restoration Program.  Requirements have been eased and there is a new application.  A 25% match is required.  Proposals are due by November 17.  Applicants must obtain a letter of support from King County (as lead entity in WRIA 9) to accompany their proposal.  If you think you will submit an application, please notify Doug Osterman, 206-296-8069, doug.osterman@metrokc.gov as soon as possible to allow time for review by the Steering Committee.  

Bottom line: if you’ve got culverts that block fish passage, here’s your chance to get some help.  More information is at http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/TA/ProgMgt/GRANTS/fish.html

For other funding sources, check out our funding page at http://dnr.metrokc.gov/Wrias/9/Slmnrecovryfund.htm

Science News

Draft Factors of Decline reports, which will be included in the WRIA 9 Reconnaissance Report, are now available at http://dnr.metrokc.gov/wrias/9/TechnicalDraftReports/TechnicalReports.htm.  While these reports will be further edited and transformed into the Reconnaissance Assessment, this is your early chance -- a sneak preview! -- to find out what the state of the science is with regard to salmon in our WRIA.  We will send an e-mail to all Steering Committee and Planning Work Group members notifying them when new reports are posted on this web page over the next several months. 

Moving Dirt, Planting Trees: Projects Underway

Some of the newest improvements to salmon habitat are underway at O’Grady Park east of Auburn.  This Early Action ESA project is improving fish and wildlife habitat along the lower reaches of a small stream system that flows into the Green River.  Work includes removal of culverts that blocked fish passage and construction of approximately 1,100 feet of channel.  The new stream corridor is designed to accommodate sediment loads and channel movement.  The project includes large woody debris placement in the channel and nine acres of plantings of native trees and shrubs.  When the new channel is connected to the rest of the stream system next summer, it will benefit coho and chum salmon and resident cutthroat trout.

Sound exciting?  To learn more about the project, contact Kathryn Neal, 206-296-1961, kathryn.neal@metrokc.gov.  

Projects such as this don’t get done without a lot of help.  Your chance to contribute to this project comes at November 4 and 11 planting events (see below).

Volunteer!
This fall there are dozens of opportunities for watershed citizens to get involved in salmon recovery.  A “Fall For Salmon” Calendar is available by calling 206-296-8361 or on the Web at http://dnr.metrokc.gov/fall4salmon/.  Whether folks decide to come out and plant a tree to enhance salmon habitat or decide to spruce up their home in a fish-friendly way, the Fall for Salmon calendar has something for everyone (including a discount coupon to the Seattle Home Show 2).

In the Green/Duwamish, we have several fun planting projects:

October 21, Green River Resources Area, Kent, 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m., 253-437-2051, Matt Knox

October 21, Hatchery Park Planting, Auburn, 9:00 a.m. - 1: 00 p.m., 206-296-2990, Tina Miller

October 28, White Center Heights Park, 9:00 a.m. - 1: 00 p.m., 206-296-2990, Tina Miller

November 4, Green River Resources Area, Kent, 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m., 253-437-2051, Matt Knox

November 4 and 11, O’Grady Park Planting, Auburn, 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m., 206-296-2990, Tina Miller

Please note that the planting project previously scheduled for Hamm Creek on October 14 has been CANCELLED.  Instead, a Duwamish cleanup will occur on October 14, 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.  For directions and more information, please contact Sarah Lord, People for Puget Sound, 206-382-7007.

Related Activities: the King County Wastewater Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP)

One of the great challenges confronting all of us is staying aware of all the water-related planning and work in the watershed.  This section will help you tackle that challenge.  This issue’s topic is the King County Wastewater Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP).

Adequate wastewater treatment is a vital basic service that protects the environment and public health. King County’s Wastewater Treatment Division (WTD) is preparing a Habitat Conservation Plan that will address concerns about vulnerable species, and will reduce delays in the construction of needed system upgrades. 

In this HCP, King County will:

· evaluate the Wastewater Treatment Division's current and planned activities for effects on vulnerable species;

· identify and commit to adjustments (if needed) in how we carry out our wastewater services; and 

· set up an ongoing program to monitor conditions and make changes in WTD's practices based on new information or future science.

Want to learn more?  Check out http://dnr.metrokc.gov/WTD/hcp/.

Calendar of Upcoming Planning Events
Monday, October 16, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.: Factors of Decline Subcommittee (FODS) at Department of Ecology in Bellevue (Team contact: Tom Nelson, 206-296-8012, tom.nelson@metrokc.gov)

Wednesday, October 18, 1:30-4:30: Public Outreach Work Group at Development and Environmental Services Building in Renton (Team contact: Dennis Clark, 206-296-1909, dennis.clark@metrokc.gov)

Thursday, October 19, 1:30 p.m.: Watershed Staff Committee & Basin Technical Committee at Tukwila Community Center (Team contacts: Linda Hanson, 206-296-8383, linda.hanson@metrokc.gov & Steve Bleifuhs, 206-296-8011, steve.bleifuhs@metrokc.gov)

Wednesday, October 25, 9:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.: Planning Work Group in Auburn City Hall (Team contact: Martha Bean, 206-527-1374, mbean@newlink.com)

Wednesday, October 25, 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.: Forum at Tukwila Community Center (Team contact: Linda Hanson, 206-296-8383, linda.hanson@metrokc.gov)

Monday, October 30, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.: Factors of Decline Subcommittee (FODS) at Department of Ecology in Bellevue (Team contact: Tom Nelson, 206-296-8012, tom.nelson@metrokc.gov)

Thursday, November 9, 6:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m: Steering Committee in Tukwila Community Center (Team contact: Doug Osterman, 206-296-8069, doug.osterman@metrokc.gov)

Contact People
This contact list will help you find the right person to talk with about WRIA 9 planning activities.  

Overall watershed coordination; Steering Committee
Doug Osterman, 206-296-8069, doug.osterman@metrokc.gov
Green/Duwamish Forum; Watershed Staff Committee

Linda Hanson, 206-296-8383, linda.hanson@metrokc.gov

Planning Work Group

Martha Bean, 206-527-1374, mbean@nwlink.com

FODS (Factors of Decline Study) Committee

Tom Nelson, 206-296-8012, tom.nelson@metrokc.gov

Basin Technical Committee

Steve Bleifuhs, 206-296-8011, steve.bleifuhs@metrokc.gov

Public Outreach Work Group

Dennis Clark, Public Outreach Specialist, 206-296-1909, dennis.clark@metrokc.gov

Green River Ecosystem Restoration Study

Clint Loper, 206-296-8378, clint.loper@metrokc.gov

Stewardship activities

Josh Kahan, 206-296-8052, josh.kahan@metrokc.gov

Reconnaissance Report

Jennifer Rice, 206-296-8302, jennifer.rice@metrokc.gov

Water quality

Lorin Reinelt, 206-296-1960, lorin.reinelt@metrokc.gov

Project selection and funding (SRF Board)

Perry Falcone, 206-296-1940, perry.falcone@metrokc.gov

Puget Sound nearshore

Laura Blackmore, 206-263-6556, laura.blackmore@metrokc.gov
What Do You Think?
How can this newsletter be made more helpful for you?  Items for the next newsletter, corrections, and suggestions are all encouraged.  Submit to Dennis Clark, 206-296-1909, dennis.clark@metrokc.gov. 

Was this forwarded to you?  Get on our distribution list directly by e-mailing: dennis.clark@metrokc.gov.

