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Salmon (and Water) in the Watershed
It’s a pretty quiet time for salmonids in the watershed.  Through their egg cases, they breathe in, they breathe out.  They grow.  Eye spots are evident now.  With plenty of cold water, there is little concern eggs will dry out.

Recycling: The Salmonid Way

An effort by Mid-Puget Sound Fisheries Enhancement Group (MSFEG) helped put salmon carcasses throughout the Green/Duwamish watershed.  In October, 2,090 chinook carcasses weighing almost 15 tons were placed throughout the Middle Green River watershed.  The carcasses came from the Green River Hatchery on Soos Creek.  MSFEG staff coordinated the work of volunteers from Trout Unlimited and the local community.  Nutrients from decomposing carcasses feed the insects that juvenile salmon feed on.  The young fish also feed directly on the carcasses.  This is an on-going program so to sign up to volunteer for 2002, contact MSFEG at 206-529-9467 or http://www.midsoundfisheries.org/.

Drought Down the Drain

The Green/Duwamish River basin water supply is in good shape this water year.  As of January 9, precipitation was 115% of average and the snowpack was 103% of average, containing 70,000 acre feet of water.  We should enjoy an abundant water supply through the winter and spring months.  Whereas the Corps started the annual spring refill of Howard Hanson Dam last water year in February due to the drought conditions, the Corps expects to delay the refill as long the fish agencies request next spring.

Many Hatchery Returns 

Preliminary estimates from the Washington Department of Fish & Wildlife indicate that 12,200 chinook returned to Soos Creek last fall.  Of these, 3,600 were allowed past the weir at the hatchery to spawn naturally in Soos Creek.  Just over 7,000 were spawned at the hatchery.  Another 1,600 died before spawning.  

Coho returning to Soos Creek totaled 41,300.  The hatchery intended to allow 6,000 coho past the weir to spawn upstream.  However, nature intervened with heavy rains.  Subsequent flooding allowed another 18,300 fish to get past the weir!  WDFW had reports of fish spawning in creeks that had not seen salmon in decades.  2,400 were spawned.  Another 13,700 fish were shipped to other hatcheries and about 800 died before spawning.  While it’s too soon to say what the large number of naturally-spawning fish will mean for the coho that will hatch this spring, the streams did receive a big pulse of nutrients from the tens of thousands of decaying carcasses.

Steering Committee Working on Near-Term Action Agenda
The Steering Committee will next meet on Thursday, February 21, 6:30 -9:00 p.m. at RENTON City Hall (not Tukwila Community Center).  An open house for the public on the Draft Near-Term Action Agenda will precede the meeting beginning at 5:00 p.m.

The purpose of this meeting is to review and revise as necessary the DRAFT Near-Term Action Agenda (NTAA).  The Planning Work Group has created this draft over the last six months.  The Technical Committee and Public Outreach Work Group also have contributed to the document.  The February meeting is the time for the Steering Committee as a whole to work on the document.

The Near-Term Action Agenda is an early, voluntary step to ameliorate some of the factors that are negatively affecting salmon and salmon habitat.  The document is a guide to actions local governments and other implementers can take in the next 2-5 years as resources and opportunities become available.  It is an interim step in effect until the Comprehensive Salmon Conservation Plan is completed and the NTAA is expected to serve as a building block for the Plan.

Steering Committee members will receive draft copies of the NTAA in late January.  Those not on the Steering Committee may download drafts from the website at http://dnr.metrokc.gov/Wrias/9/index.htm beginning January 22 or request hard copies from Dennis Clark, dennis.clark@metrokc.gov, 206-296-1909.

A public comment period will last from January 22 to February 21.  Comments received will be brought to the Steering Committee meeting February 21 so members have them as they consider at the Draft NTAA.  In addition the open house on February 21, an open house also will be held February 19 at the Covington Public Library (planned time: 5:30-8:30 p.m. -- call to confirm) to give south County residents a more convenient opportunity to learn about the Draft NTAA and comment.  For more information on NTAA publicity and public comment, contact Dennis Clark at the number above.

Please contact Doug Osterman, 206-296-8069, doug.osterman@metrokc.gov if you have any other questions about the Steering Committee. 

Moving Dirt, Planting Trees

Three streamside planting projects were implemented this fall by King County as part of Green/Duwamish 2001.  All three projects resulted in the planting of native trees near the Green River for fish and wildlife habitat enhancement.  Two projects were implemented in Porter Levee Park near Auburn and another project was done in Mullen Slough, near Kent.

Other volunteers turned out for plantings and maintenance work organized by the Cities of Kent and Seattle, People for Puget Sound, and community groups on Longfellow Creek in West Seattle.

Jointly-funded Watershed Coordination Services staff and a City of Seattle staffer attended several of these plantings and briefed volunteers on how their efforts tied into the larger effort to recover salmon habitat in our watershed.
Site 1 Duwamish Purchase Celebrated

The long-awaited purchase of Site 1 Duwamish was completed September 25.  Prior to the Forum meeting on November 14, a celebration of the purchase was held at the Tukwila Community Center.  Tukwila Mayor Steve Mullet conveyed certificates of appreciation to the following representatives of the donor agencies: 

· Doug Sutherland, Public Lands Commissioner, on behalf of the Aquatic Lands Enhancement Account (ALEA) 

· Bob Swartz, King County, on behalf of the Elliott Bay/Duwamish Habitat Restoration Panel 

· Diana Gale, Manager, Seattle Public Utilities, City of Seattle  

· Maureen Welch, Acting Manager, King County Water and Land Resources Division 

The City of Tukwila and State of Washington Salmon Recovery Funding Board (SRFB) also were acknowledged for their financial contributions.

These joint efforts - which took two years -- allowed purchase a 2.5 acre parcel of property along the Duwamish River that is critical to salmon recovery.  The goal of the $1.9 million purchase is to restore salmon habitat along the banks of the river on this property.  Site 1 Duwamish has been identified as important by every major habitat study of the Duwamish estuary since 1991.  It is among the largest remaining undeveloped parcels of open space in the heavily industrialized Duwamish corridor. 

With purchase of the site completed, work will now begin on restoring salmon habitat.  Detailed site design will occur during 2002 with construction expected to begin in 2003.  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will construct the slough and marsh.  The Corps worked with the cities of the Green/Duwamish Watershed in the late 1990s on the Ecosystem Restoration Study, which also recommended Site 1 Duwamish as a priority.  The cost of restoring the site has not yet been determined.

Water Resource Inventory Area (WRIA) 9 Forum and Steering Committee provided leadership essential for the success to date of this effort.  Additional financial support for these salmon habitat recovery efforts came from the Washington Department of Fish & Wildlife Lead Entity Operational Grant Program.

News of the completion of the purchase was carried in the South County Journal and Highline Times/Des Moines News.  KPLU radio covered the November 14 celebration and ran the story the following day.

Award for WRIA 9 Science Report

The Puget Sound Chapter of the Society for Technical Communication will present an award in January 2002 for the maps in the Habitat Limiting Factors and Reconnaissance Assessment Report for WRIA 9, which was published in December 2000. 
The theme of the Society’s 27th Annual Competition for Technical Publications, Art, and Online Communications this year was “Beyond Excellence” and judges felt the entry admirably fulfilled its goal to provide a snapshot in time of the existing salmon species and the habitat problems in the watershed. 

As is the case with so many WRIA 9 activities currently, the winning report maps were the result of collaborative efforts.  Staff from King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks produced the maps with analysis and data coming from the Washington Conservation Commission, WRIA 9 cities, consultants, the state Department of Fish and Wildlife, and the state Department of Ecology.

Public Awareness Depends on All of Us!

A 25-minute PowerPoint introduction to the watershed and local salmon habitat recovery is available.  Dennis Clark has presented it to 90 people at three service clubs.  If you’d like a copy of the presentation on CD-ROM for your own speaking engagements or want to schedule a presentation, contact Dennis at 206) 296-1909 or dennis.clark@metrokc.gov.

New Faces

The City of Auburn welcomed Aaron Nix in December to fill the newly-created position of Endangered Species Act/Sensitive Areas Coordinator.  Aaron was previously involved in similar ESA response-related work for the City of Redmond.  Aaron’s contact information: 253-288-7432, anix@ci.auburn.wa.us.

Another new contributor to our collective salmon habitat recovery efforts is Leslie Ryan-Connelly, who recently joined the City of Federal Way as the City’s Endangered Species Act/National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (ESA/NPDES) Coordinator.  She has begun representing Federal Way at the Planning Work Group along with Paul Bucich. Leslie most recently worked at the Washington State Department of Natural Resources managing the Aquatic Lands Enhancement Account (ALEA) Grant Program.  You can contact Leslie at 253-661-4057 or leslie.ryan-connelly@ci.federal-way.wa.us.


Leslie Sacha is joining the Steering Committee for the Port of Seattle, filling the seat previously held by Denise Stiffarm.

Trees, Trees, Trees: The Importance of Forests

While much of the focus of the salmon recovery effort has been on the riparian zone, the importance of retaining the upland forests in WRIA 9 cannot be neglected.  Up to half of the rain falling on forests is returned to the atmosphere through transpiration and evaporation.  In forested environments, rain is able to infiltrate and recharge groundwater.  Groundwater upwelling in streams is the greatest source of cool clean water that salmon need.  Loss of tree cover and increase in impervious surface reduces groundwater infiltration and increases surface water runoff and flooding.  In a forested environment with relatively undisturbed soils, 35% of precipitation is infiltrated and recharges groundwater. Surface water runoff is minimized - indeed almost nonexistent - which helps avoid siltation of streams.  In a suburbanized environment, 55% to 70% of rain runs off to streams - only 15% is infiltrated.

King County is working to conserve upland forests in the rural areas of the county, which is especially important because these areas coincide with some of our best remaining salmon habitat in the Middle Green Sub-watershed.  Through a combination of financial incentives and technical assistance to forest landowners, the County’s forestry program is working to curb the conversion of forestland to residential development.  King County recently acquired 285 acre Sugarloaf Mountain in WRIA 9, and the recent Forest Stewardship class enrolled three landowners with a total of 36 acres in the Green/Duwamish River watershed.  For 2002, 20 new applications have been received from landowners in WRIA 9 seeking to enroll in the Public Benefit Rating System, which provides tax benefits to landowners who voluntarily protect open space and forests.

More info: http://dnr.metrokc.gov/wlr/lands/forestry/index.htm and http://dnr.metrokc.gov/wlr/LANDS/incentiv.htm.

Volunteer!
Garden of Goo in Renton (how can you resist?!)

January 11, 12, 25, 26, 9 a.m. - Noon each day

February 8, 9, 22, 23, 9 a.m. - Noon each day

March 8, 9, 22, 23, 9 a.m. - Noon each day

Native plants grown from locally collected seed are the cornerstone of conservation and ecological restoration of streams and wetlands.  Start plants from seed and cuttings, transplant, and maintain nursery stock. 

Sign up with Debbie, King Conservation District, 206-764-3410, ext.119, debbie.meisinger@kingcd.org 

Pritchard Beach Wetland Restoration in West Seattle

January 12, 9:30 a.m. - Noon

Sign up with Leslie Gerring, 206-721-1367

Friends of Roxhill Bog Restoration in West Seattle

January 12, 10:00 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Sign up with Terri Griffith, 206-553-6643

City of Kent’s Green River Natural Resources Area Native Plant Nursery Work Parties

January 12 and February 9, 8 a.m.-Noon each day

Sign up with Matt Knox, City of Kent, 253-437-2051, mknox@ci.kent.wa.us
Black River Riparian Forest Planting in Renton

March 30, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Sign up with Debbie, King Conservation District, 206-764-3410 ext.119, debbie.meisinger@kingcd.org 

Watershed Steward Volunteer Training

WSU Cooperative Extension King County’s Land/Water Stewardship Program announces its 2002 Watershed Steward Volunteer Training.  Selected individuals will receive 70+ hours of training about watershed resources, with an emphasis on practical stewardship.  Topics covered include watershed geology, hydrology, forest resources, wetlands, wildlife, interactions between people and watersheds, and much more.  In return for training, stewards agree to provide a minimum of 70 hours of volunteer outreach to residents of King County.

The training will be held in the Seattle area every Friday from April 5 through May 31, 2002.  Field trips will be held on two Saturdays.  Classroom and field sessions run from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Please contact Paul Racette at 206-205-3171 to receive an application form.  Outside the Seattle calling area, dial toll-free 1-800-325-6165 and ask for extension 5-3171 or visit http://www.metrokc.gov/WSU-CE/land&water.htm (an application can also be downloaded from the web).  Application deadline is 4:00 p.m. on Friday, February 22, 2002.
Grants Available, Funds Awarded
King County's Natural Resource Stewardship Network is hosting a free grant writing workshop on January 16 at the Garfield Community Center in Seattle.  Ken Pritchard will share the secrets of King County's environmental grants and Sarah Griffith of Washington State Department of Natural Resources will tell all in regard to her Urban and Community Forestry Grant Program.  The workshop will also provide tips on how to write a more successful grant application no matter what the funding source.  For details, contact Linda Vane, 206-296-8042, linda.vane@metrokc.gov.   

In 2001, King County's Conservation Futures Tax program allocated $1.7 million dollars to protect lands in WRIA 9.  A focus of this program is to protect resources lands that provide important habitat for fish and wildlife.  These lands include:

· Big Spring Creek near Enumclaw, 

· the Kanaskat Reach adjacent to the Green River near Black Diamond, 

· lands near Shadow Lake Bog east of Renton, and

· the Branson property on the shores of Puget Sound in Burien.

WRIA 9 Sends Applications to Salmon Recovery Funding Board

WRIA 9 submitted four salmon recovery projects to be considered in this round of Salmon Recovery Funding Board (SRFB) funding.  In the past two years WRIA 9 has been awarded over $2 million from this funding source.

This year's four project proposals included:  

· Two acquisitions in the Middle Green River to protect key spawning and rearing areas; 
· Acquisition of an important nearshore property to protect nearshore processes, structure and functions in riparian and aquatic areas that support salmonids (the Branson property mentioned above); and 
· A restoration project in the Duwamish River that removes bank hardening and fill and provides shallow water habitat that has been shown to be important to chinook for rearing and refugia.
The SRFB Technical Panel of experts will be meeting with WRIA 9 Watershed Coordination Services staff in February to review these proposals in detail.

For more information on the WRIA 9 SRFB process and how to propose a project for funding in 2002, please contact Jennifer Rice, WRIA 9 Lead Entity Coordinator at 206-296-8302, jennifer.rice@metrokc.gov, and check out the webpage at: http://dnr.metrokc.gov/Wrias/9/2001SRFBGrants9.htm.

Citrus Long-Horned Beetles Still At Large

Five citrus longhorned beetles -- a destructive, tree-killing beetle - are unaccounted for in the Tukwila area.  

Owing the serious threat should they become permanently established here, a quarantine on the transport of live and dead hardwoods was declared November 27 in part of Tukwila.   

The beetle is 1-2” long, shiny black with spots - not stripes - on its back.  The name is misleading because the beetle kills dozens of species of trees including maple, poplar, and willow - all important in the riparian areas of our watershed.

For more information: http://www.wa.gov/agr/CitrusLHBeetle.htm.

Laughing at ESA

Prospect of extinction getting you down?  Endangered Species Act listings a bummer?  Check out this site for late-afternoon amusement: http://zapatopi.net/treeoctopus.html.

Calendar of Upcoming Planning Events
Changes to meeting dates and times do occur.  Check the WRIA 9 website for the most up-to-date calendar information for the committee you love and care for: http://dnr.metrokc.gov/Wrias/9/index.htm

Wednesday, January 9, 9:30 a.m. - Noon: Planning Work Group in Renton City Hall, Room 511 (Team contact: Dennis Clark, 206-296-1909, dennis.clark@metrokc.gov).

Friday, January 18, 9:30 a.m. - Noon: Public Outreach Work Group at Renton King County DDES (Team contact: Dennis Clark, 206-296-1909, dennis.clark@metrokc.gov). NOTE: Call to confirm.

Wednesday, January 23, 9:30 a.m. - Noon: Planning Work Group in Renton City Hall, Room 511 (Team contact: Louise Kulzer, 206-296-1980, louise.kulzer@metrokc.gov).

Wednesday, January 23, 3:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.: Forum at Tukwila Community Center (Team contact: Doug Osterman, 206-296-8069, doug.osterman@metrokc.gov).

Thursday, January 24, 1:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.: Technical Committee, call for location (Team contact: Laura Blackmore, 206-263-6556, laura.blackmore@metrokc.gov).

Friday, February 1, 2:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.: Management Committee at Tukwila City Hall (Team contact: Doug Osterman, 206-296-8069, doug.osterman@metrokc.gov).

Friday, February 8, 9:30 a.m. - Noon: Public Outreach Work Group at Renton King County DDES (Team contact: Dennis Clark, 206-296-1909, dennis.clark@metrokc.gov). NOTE: Call to confirm.

Thursday, February 21, open house 5:00 p.m., meeting 6:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.: Steering Committee at RENTON City Hall (Team contact: Doug Osterman, 206-296-8069, doug.osterman@metrokc.gov or Dennis Clark, 206-296-1909, dennis.clark@metrokc.gov)  

Friday, March 1, 2:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.: Management Committee at Tukwila City Hall (Team contact: Doug Osterman, 206-296-8069, doug.osterman@metrokc.gov).

Thursday, March 14, 6:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.: Steering Committee at Tukwila Community Center (Team contact: Doug Osterman, 206-296-8069, doug.osterman@metrokc.gov or Dennis Clark, 206-296-1909, dennis.clark@metrokc.gov)  

Wednesday, March 20, 3:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.: Forum at Tukwila Community Center (Team contact: Doug Osterman, 206-296-8069, doug.osterman@metrokc.gov).

Friday, March 22, 9:30 a.m. - Noon: Public Outreach Work Group at Renton King County DDES (Team contact: Dennis Clark, 206-296-1909, dennis.clark@metrokc.gov). NOTE: Call to confirm.

Thursday, April 4, 2:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.: Management Committee at Tukwila City Hall (Team contact: Doug Osterman, 206-296-8069, doug.osterman@metrokc.gov).

Friday, April 19, 9:30 a.m. - Noon: Public Outreach Work Group at Renton King County DDES (Team contact: Dennis Clark, 206-296-1909, dennis.clark@metrokc.gov). NOTE: Call to confirm.

Contact People
This contact list will help you find the right person to talk with about WRIA 9 planning and other activities.  

Overall Watershed Coordination; WRIA 9 Steering Committee; WRIA 9 Forum
Doug Osterman, 206-296-8069, doug.osterman@metrokc.gov
Early Action Project Implementation including King Conservation District-funded projects

Linda Hanson, 206-296-8383, linda.hanson@metrokc.gov

Central Puget Sound Sub-Forum; Technical Coordination

Laura Blackmore, 206-263-6556, laura.blackmore@metrokc.gov

Technical Committee

Kathy Taylor, 253-333-4920, ktaylor@psat.wa.gov

Tom Nelson, 206-296-8012, tom.nelson@metrokc.gov
Planning Work Group

Louise Kulzer, 206-296-1980, louise.kulzer@metrokc.gov
Dennis Clark, 206-1909, dennis.clark@metrokc.gov

Public Outreach Work Group

Dennis Clark, 206-296-1909, dennis.clark@metrokc.gov

Green River Flood Control Zone District; Basin Technical Committee; Basin Executive Committee

Steve Bleifuhs, 206-296-8011, steve.bleifuhs@metrokc.gov
Green River Ecosystem Restoration Program

Noel Gilbrough, 206-764-3652, Noel.l.Gilbrough@usace.army.mil
Stewardship Activities

Tom Beavers (Enumclaw plateau), 206-205-5620, tom.beavers@metrokc.gov

Josh Kahan (unincorporated Green River), 206-296-8052, josh.kahan@metrokc.gov

Katy Vanderpool (Vashon/Maury Islands), 206-296-8362, katy.vanderpool@metrokc.gov

Nearshore Technical Committee

Jim Brennan, 206-296-8341, jim.brennan@metrokc.gov

Water Quality

Lorin Reinelt, 206-296-1960, lorin.reinelt@metrokc.gov

Project Selection and Funding Committee (SRF Board)

Jennifer Rice, 206-296-8302, jennifer.rice@metrokc.gov

Feedback/New Topics/Distribution
How can this newsletter be made more helpful for you?  Items for the next newsletter, corrections, and suggestions are all encouraged.  Send to Dennis Clark, 206-296-1909, dennis.clark@metrokc.gov. 

Was this forwarded to you?  Get on our distribution list directly by e-mailing: dennis.clark@metrokc.gov.

