
M E M O R A N D U M 
November 6, 2014 

 

TO:        WRIA 9 Watershed Ecosystem Forum 

FR:         Doug Osterman, WRIA 9 Watershed Coordinator 

RE:        Watershed Ecosystem Forum Agenda Items —Thursday, November 13, 4 to 6:30 p.m.,  
 Tukwila Community Center 

Green/Duwamish and Central Puget Sound Watershed Video: Grand Unveiling  
We are proud to debut our Green/Duwamish Video: “Green the Green” at the meeting, with the 
official launch on November 18. This short film highlights the beauty and diversity of our watershed 
and people who live in it. This is an opportunity to see the faces of the community behind the 
restoration agenda. 
 
Green/Duwamish Ecosystem Restoration Project (ERP) Executive Committee 
The annual meeting of the Green/Duwamish Ecosystem Restoration Project (ERP) Executive Committee is 
scheduled as an agenda item.  The ERP Executive Committee is required as an element of the partnership among 
WRIA 9, project sponsors, and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  Colonel John Buck and Councilmember Bill 
Peloza will be co-chairing the meeting.  Colonel Buck will be overviewing the status of the ERP, including 
highlighting several construction projects completed or underway, issues associated with the need to re-
evaluate costs of projects before beginning construction on projects in the pipeline.  He will also update the WEF 
on the Puget Sound Nearshore Ecosystem Restoration Project and the Howard Hanson Dam Fish Passage 
Facility.  The Colonel will also provide Corps perspectives of the Lower Green System-Wide Improvement 
Framework. 
 

Duwamish Blueprint: Recommend Approval 
The 2014 Duwamish Blueprint update has been completed by the Working Group and is ready for WEF 
action.  Elissa Ostergaard, Planning and Stewardship Coordinator, will overview the Blueprint and the 
recommendations of the Working Group. The WEF is asked to approve the 2014 Duwamish Blueprint as a 
supplement to the 2005 Salmon Habitat Plan:  Making Our Watershed Fit for a King.  The attached memo 
provides more detail about the Blueprint, recommendations, and next steps. 
 

Green/Duwamish Watershed Strategy 
Christie True, Director, King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks, is providing an overview of the 
Green/Duwamish Watershed Strategy, an initiative of Seattle Mayor Ed Murray and King County Executive Dow 
Constantine.  The objective of the initiative is to develop a strategy for the Green/Duwamish Watershed that 
geographically links existing programs and projects with the desired outcomes for improved publich health, 
cleaner air and water, and a better economy., helping ensure the region is focused on a common vision and set 
of priorities.   
 

WRIA 9 Federal/State Legislative Priorities 
WRIA 9 traditionally develops a common set of state and federal priorities that we hope are integrated into the 
priorities of the city and county partners, and used for meetings with legislators, congress members, and 
senators during legislative sessions.  Attached is the draft proposed Federal/State legislative priorities for 
2015.  The WEF is asked to approve the priorities to enable immediate outreach to decision makers and 
integration of the priorities in city and county lobbying efforts. 
 

                                                                                                                                                        
  



WRIA 9 ILA Renewal 
No new comments have been received on the draft WRIA 9 Interlocal Agreement since the August meeting of 
the Forum; the table of comments and draft revised ILA have not changed since August.  The schedule, however, 
for the ILA renewal process has been changed to enable more time for city and county review and comment, as 
well as to synch the WRIA 9 process more closely with the similar efforts in WRIAs 7 and 8.  Attached is a 
combined schedule for all three watershed ILA renewals.  The Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) renewal 
has been added to the schedule.  The WRIA 9 MOU (attached) is the agreement between the Watershed 
Ecosystem Forum and the ILA service provider, King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks.  The 
time extensions allow WEF members to seek feedback on the draft ILA language from their respective 
jurisdictions through May 2015, and for ILA staff to make presentations to each jurisdiction, also through May 
2015.  I’m happy to report that the Auburn City Council was the guinea pig jurisdiction for an ILA staff 
presentation on September 29.  Thank you, Auburn! 
 
Finally, we are proud to share with you the recent competitive rankings for Green/Duwamish projects submitted 
by WRIA 9 project sponsors; please see attached. 
 


