
M E M O R A N D U M 
April 29, 2014 

 

TO:        WRIA 9 Watershed Ecosystem Forum 

FR:         Doug Osterman, WRIA 9 Watershed Coordinator 
RE:         Watershed Ecosystem Forum Meeting—Thursday, May 8, 2014, 4:00 to 6:30 p.m., Auburn 

 City Hall, Council Chambers 
             OPEN HOUSE on 2014 Habitat Project Priorities immediately preceding the Forum meeting,  
 3:00 to 3:45 p.m., Auburn Council Chambers 
 
WRIA 9 2015/16 Budget, Cost Shares, Work and Staff Plans 
Attached are the Management Committee recommended 2015/16 operating budget, cost share table, work 
plan, and staff plan.  The Forum will take action on the 2015 budget and work plan recommendations.  The 
recommended budget includes a 5% increase in cost share revenue in 2015 to balance expenses and 
conservative estimates of other potential grant revenue to support operating expenses.  The cost share table 
demonstrates the impact of the cost share increase to each city and county partner.  The work and staff plans 
recommended by the Management Committee are largely the same scope as 2014, but other revenue sources 
that traditionally have helped support operations are not certain and have not been included as revenue.  The 
Management Committee recommends approval of the 2015 proposed budget and the 2016 placeholder 
budget and cost shares, and the work and staff plans for 2015. 
 
WRIA ILA Renewal 
The WRIA 9 Interlocal Agreement expires at the end of 2015.  With the need to continue implementing and 
adaptively managing the “ Salmon Habitat Plan, Making Our Watershed Fit for a King” beyond 2015, the 
Management Committee is drafting a marked-up Interlocal Agreement for 2016-2025. The draft mark-up ILA will 
be distributed and presented to the Forum at the meeting.  The local government representatives will be asked 
to review the draft ILA between the May and August meetings of the Forum, and make suggestions for ILA 
language by the August meeting.  Based on feedback obtained at the August meeting, an ILA will be drafted to 
bring to the Forum at its November meeting for approval.  Henceforth, each of the local governments will be 
asked to approve the ILA from November this year to July 2015. 
 
WRIA 9 Capital Project Priorities for 2014 
In its ongoing effort to maximize implementing the WRIA 9 Salmon Habitat Plan, the Forum is making the annual 
funding allocation decisions for the Salmon Recovery Funding Board (SRFB), Puget Sound Acquisition and 
Restoration program (PSAR), and Cooperative Watershed Management (CWM) grant programs.  The 2014 SRFB 
prioritized funding list table is attached.  The Mill Creek/Green River Confluence—Leber project in Kent is the 
only priority project on the SRFB list this year, reflecting the low amount of SRFB funding allocated to WRIA 9.  
The Porter Levee setback project in unincorporated King County near Auburn is included as a backup project. 
 
Attached is the recommended funding allocations table for the 2014 CWM funding allocations.  This funding is 
provided to WRIA 9 by the King County Flood Control District (previously by the King Conservation District).  The 
proposed 2014 CWM funding allocations are to support: 

 WRIA 9 Small Grant Program that is conducted annually in partnership with matching funds from the King 
County Wastewater Treatment Division; 

 High priority, large capital projects that leverage funds from the SRFB and other major capital funding 
sources; 

 Education and Stewardship; and 

 Monitoring projects of the WRIA 9 Monitoring and Adaptive Management program. 
 

  



Regarding the PSAR funding priorities, the Forum will take a two-step process to determine project priorities.   A 
phased approach is needed because the Puget Sound Partnership (PSP) is in the process of developing the PSAR 
program at this time.  The PSP will be preparing a list of habitat projects to submit to the State Legislature during 
the 2015 session and request the legislature to appropriate capital funding toward the projects.  To ensure that 
WRIA 9 is well-prepared for this funding opportunity, we are working now with project sponsors to tee up 
projects to submit for inclusion on the State capital request (no more than three projects per watershed can be 
submitted to PSP). At its February 13 meeting, the Forum authorized formation of a PSAR Subcommittee to tee 
up three habitat projects.  The priority WRIA 9 habitat projects that are emerging as best meeting the 
requirements of the PSAR capital funding are: 

 Porter Levee setback (King County); 

 Downey Farmstead (Kent); and 

 McSorley Creek/Marine Nearshore (Des Moines). 
The Forum will be provided with more information about these projects at the May 8 meeting.  As the first step, 
the Forum is asked on May 8 to approve moving forward with developing grant proposals for each of the three 
projects.   The second step will be taken at the August meeting when Forum will recommend submitting grant 
proposals to PSP for evaluation and inclusion on the list of 2015 legislative capital appropriation request. 
 
WRIA 9 Urban Waters Federal Partnership 
Dale Blahna, Research Social Scientist with the U.S. Forest Service and Tracy Stanton, UWFP Ambassador to 
WRIA 9, will provide a brief report on the progress of the WRIA 9 Urban Waters Federal Partnership (UWFP).  
Among exciting developments that will be discussed are the UWFP small grants, a project funding concept for 
the Middle Green River, and web page development.   
  
Perspectives and Reflections of Colonel Bruce Estok  
Colonel Estok, Seattle District Commander of the Army Corps of Engineers, is returning for his last meeting with 
the Forum prior to the District’s Change-In-Command this summer.  The conversation with the Colonel will be in 
the question and answer format that was successfully used at the Forum’s November 2013 meeting. 
 
WRIA 9 Lower Green River Aquatic/Floodplain Habitat Goals 
The WRIA 9 Monitoring and Adaptive Management (M&AM) program identified habitat goals for the Lower 
Green River as a gap in the WRIA 9 Salmon Habitat Plan.  To address the gap, the WRIA 9 Implementation 
Technical Committee has been developing aquatic/floodplain habitat goals over the past several weeks, and are 
refining them based on excellent collaboration with and recent feedback from the Fisheries staff of the 
Muckleshoot Indian Tribe.  The habitat goals are needed for the WRIA 9 M&AM program, as well as to inform 
the Lower Green River System-Wide Improvement Framework (SWIF).  As the Forum has been appraised at past 
meetings, the Lower Green SWIF is seeking to reach agreement among many stakeholders on an integrated list 
of multi-objective, prioritized projects and non-regulatory, programmatic actions that achieve goals for flood 
protection in the Lower Green subwatershed.  The Forum’s approval of the aquatic/floodplain habitat goals at 
the May 8 meeting is necessary to accommodate the schedule of the Lower Green SWIF. 
 
Doug Osterman, AICP 

WRIA 9 Watershed Coordinator 
201 South Jackson Street, Suite 600 
Seattle, WA  98104-3855 
Doug.Osterman@kingcounty.gov 
206-477-4793 
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