
M E M O R A N D U M 
 

February 7, 2014 
 

TO:        WRIA 9 Watershed Ecosystem Forum 
 

FR:         Doug Osterman, WRIA 9 Watershed Coordinator 
 

RE:        WRIA 9 Watershed Ecosystem Forum Meeting—Thursday, February 13, 4 to 6:30 p.m.,  
 Renton City Hall 
 
The first meeting of the Watershed Ecosystem Forum in 2014 is Thursday, February 13 from 4 to 6:30 
p.m., Renton City Hall, Council Chambers.  The agenda and the summary of the November 7, 2013 
meeting are attached. 
 
Highlights of the meeting agenda: 
 

Management Committee Appointments 
The WRIA 9 Management Committee acts as the executive subcommittee of the Watershed Ecosystem 
Forum, responsible for oversight and evaluation of the service provider (King County) and any consultants, 
administration of the budget and work plan, and for providing recommendations on administrative 
matters to the Watershed Ecosystem Forum for action.  The Watershed Ecosystem Forum considers new 
appointments or reappointments to the Management Committee every two years.  The current 
membership of the Management Committee met on January 22nd to discuss and make recommendations 
on the composition of the Management Committee for the next two years.  The recommended members 
of the 2014/15 Management Committee are:  City of Tukwila; City of Auburn; City of Covington; City of 
Seattle; City of Renton; City of Federal Way; and King County.  The Forum will confirm appointments at its 
February 13 meeting.  For background information please review the attachment, “WRIA 9 Management 
Committee Appointments”. 
 

Monitoring and Adaptive Management 
Kollin Higgins, Senior Ecologist at King County, will give an overview of the work completed to date in 
translating the WRIA 9 Salmon Habitat Plan into the regional Chinook framework, share some things 
learned, and discuss next steps.  Laura Blackmore from Cascadia Consulting Group will go over proposed 
Phase II of the regional Monitoring and Adaptive Management process, scheduled to run from mid-2014 
through early 2016. Elissa Ostergaard, Planning and Stewardship Coordinator, will give a brief update on 
the Duwamish Blueprint. The group is preparing background information that will be distributed prior to 
the meeting if possible. 
                                                                      

Habitat Plan Implementation Beyond 2015 
Elissa Ostergaard, Planning and Stewardship Coordinator, will lead a discussion on options for Watershed 
Ecosystem Forum review of and revisions to the WRIA 9 Salmon Habitat Plan.  Regional guidance and 
schedules are still forthcoming, but work completed during the Monitoring and Adaptive Management 
process will serve as a starting point for a plan update (see agenda item above). 
 

2014 Puget Sound Acquisition and Restoration Program 
Karen Bergeron, Habitat Projects Coordinator, will provide an overview of the 2014 WRIA 9 project 
identification and evaluation process for the Puget Sound Acquisition and Restoration program.  The 
Forum will confirm a sub-committee to assist with project identification.  Karen will also overview the 
timeline of other major state and federal grant programs this year. 
 



Green/Duwamish Ecosystem Restoration Project 
Colonel Bruce Estok, Seattle District Commander, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, will provide an update of 
two of the habitat projects that the Forum has approved for federal funding this year.  Click here to 
review the Forum’s approved Green/Duwamish Ecosystem Restoration Project funding for 2014. 
 

WRIA 9 Stormwater Retrofit Project 
Jim Simmonds, Supervisor, King County’s Water Quality and Quantity Group, will provide an overview of 
the findings of a $999,981 grant from the Environmental Protection Agency to estimate the regional 
stormwater facility needs and costs in WRIA 9.  The number of existing stormwater facilities in the 
watershed was found to be small relative to the estimated need and costs, raising critical policy 
considerations for reducing stormwater impacts in WRIA 9, including meeting the funding need for 
regional stormwater facilities. Attached is a summary of the WRIA 9 stormwater retrofit project.  Also 
attached is the announcement of the upcoming stormwater retrofit workshop.  All Forum members, 
including elected official representatives of the cities and the County, are encouraged to attend the 
workshop. 
 

WRIA 9 Urban Waters Federal Partnership 
Dale Blahna, Research Social Scientist, U.S. Forest Service, will lead a discussion of how the salmon 
recovery goals of WRIA 9 could be better merged with the goals of the Urban Waters Federal Partnership, 
 and ways that the Forum could help identify potential opportunities for advancing progress on salmon 
recovery, economic development, and social justice. 
 

Watershed Investment Stakeholder Process 
I will update the Forum on the watershed investment stakeholder process that WRIA 9 is conducting for 
the State Legislature. A Watershed Investment Concepts Discussion paper (that was used as a starting 
point for stakeholder meeting conversations) is attached. 
 
Please contact me with any questions.  I look forward to seeing you at the meeting. 
 
Doug Osterman 

Watershed Coordinator 
206-477-4793   additional contact information                    
Green/Duwamish and Central Puget Sound Watershed Salmon Habitat Recovery (WRIA 9) 
Working Together to Make Our Watershed Fit for a King!  

 

http://www.govlink.org/watersheds/9/committees/archive/1311/GreenERP-FundingStrategy11-07-13.pdf
http://www.govlink.org/watersheds/9/contacts/default.aspx
http://www.govlink.org/watersheds/9/default.aspx

