
M E M O R A N D U M 
 

May 2, 2013 
 

TO:        WRIA 9 Watershed Ecosystem Forum 
 

FR:         Doug Osterman, WRIA 9 Watershed Coordinator 
 

RE:         Forum Meeting—Thursday, May 9, Renton City Hall, 4:00 to 6:30 p.m. 
 
The next meeting of the WRIA 9 Watershed Ecosystem Forum is Thursday, May 9, 2013, from 4 to 6:30 
p.m., Renton City Hall, Council Chambers.  Please click directions to Renton City Hall for driving directions. 
 
The meeting agenda and the summary of the February 7, 2013 meeting are attached.  This is a decision 
meeting on project funding; a quorum of city and county elected officials is required.  All members, 
elected officials and other member representatives, please confirm your attendance with Linda Grob at 
206-296-8016 or linda.grob@kingcounty.gov by noon on Wednesday, May 8.   RSVPs also help us make 
the necessary arrangements for the refreshments and light dinner. 
 

Good News #1!  The Green/Duwamish Watershed (WRIA 9) has been approved as a national Urban 
Waters Federal Partnership “site”.  As you likely recall, the U.S. Forest Service initiated discussions last year 
with the Forum about its interest in supporting an application to the program, and the Forum has had a 
couple briefings on the status of the application at previous meetings.  The key benefit to the watershed as 
a UWFP site is its enablement of federal agencies to work with the Watershed Ecosystem Forum to identify 
and act on situations where a concerted federal effort will make a difference.  Designation as an UWFP site 
also helps leverage existing collaborative efforts in the watershed and enhance inclusivity, coordination, 
and implementation of LOCALLY identified priorities for dealing with complex and large, cross-jurisdictional 
regional issues such as the many other items on the Forum’s May 9th agenda—Salmon Recovery Adaptive 
Management, Superfund Cleanup, and Habitat Project Implementation.  A national press event is planned 
for May 10 in Grand Rapids, Michigan, and a local “launch” event is planned for the summer in the 
watershed.  Tracy Stanton of Earth Economics, who is our UWFP ambassador, will provide the Forum with 
more information about the new UWFP site designation and the next steps. 
 

WRIA 9 Salmon Habitat Plan Draft Monitoring and Adaptive Management Plan  
The WRIA 9 Technical Implementation Team leads will provide an overview of its recent completion of the 
Draft WRIA 9 Monitoring and Adaptive Management Plan (MAMP).  An Executive Summary of the MAMP is 
attached, which also includes the recommended monitoring projects for 2014.  By way of background, the 
draft MAMP is intended to serve as a framework for prioritizing monitoring actions by WRIA 9, provide 
guidance for adaptively managing implementation of the Salmon Habitat Plan (based on what we learn 
from monitoring), and provide information to the Puget Sound-wide salmon recovery effort that will help 
guide overall outcomes and funding within the Puget Sound region.  Regarding the Puget Sound-wide 
monitoring and adaptive management program development, we continue to learn more about their 
expectations of WRIAs and the implications to our work, but many questions remain.  A combination of the 
WRIA 9 Implementation Technical Committee and me will provide a brief overview of the status of the 
Puget Sound Monitoring and Adaptive Management/Open Standards Work Plan.  A good way to prepare 
for this discussion is to review the February meeting summary which summarizes the presentation provided 
by Jacques White of Long Live the Kings, the contracting entity that is developing the region-wide 
framework and toolkit for use by WRIA 9 and the other 13 watersheds of Puget Sound. 
 

http://rentonwa.gov/government/default.aspx?id=1172
mailto:linda.grob@kingcounty.gov


The Forum will also be brought up to speed on steelhead recovery planning in Puget Sound (please see 
attached handout), as well as any activity regarding the Soos Creek Chinook Hatchery Genetics 
Management Plan that may warrant more comment by WRIA 9. 
 

2013 Habitat Project Funding 
Karen Bergeron, Habitat Project Coordinator, will present the 2013 habitat projects and programs for 
funding by the Cooperative Watershed Management funding program (the funding provided by the King 
County Flood Control District to WRIA 9; formerly funding from the King Conservation District).  The project 
list is attached.  Karen will also present the annual prioritized list of projects for funding by the Salmon 
Recovery Funding Board.  The two projects proposed for funding are Duwamish Gardens in Tukwila (at 
Rivermile 7.0) and Mill Creek Confluence/Green River Restoration in Kent (at Rivermile 23.7).  The Forum 
will be asked to take action on both project funding lists. 
 

Good News #2!  The State House of Representatives, through the leadership of 33rd District 
Representative Dave Upthegrove, has included the Watershed Investment District in the 2013 Interim Work 
Plan for the House of Representatives.  The work plan is to create a stakeholder group later this spring or 
summer that will endeavor to reach consensus on a draft WID bill to introduce in the 2014 legislative 
session.  Working with WRIA 9, the Sound Cities Association asked Representative Upthegrove to form the 
stakeholder group as part of the House Work Plan which was approved with complete unanimity of the 
House Environment Committee which is chaired by Representative Upthegrove.  I will provide a brief 
summary of the expected next steps in the formation of the stakeholder group and the conductance of its 
work through the remainder of the year. 
 

Lower Duwamish Cleanup Plan 
Representatives of the Environmental Protection Agency and Washington State Department of Ecology will 
overview the proposed plans for cleaning up the Lower Duwamish Superfund area, which includes the 
proposed cleanup plan, environmental justice analysis, and source control plan.  The Duwamish River 
Cleanup Coalition will discuss the plans from the perspective of the community, and King County will 
discuss the plans from the perspective of the Lower Duwamish Waterway Group, public agencies, with 
potential responsibility for cleanup.  The Forum will discuss the possibility of commenting on these 
documents with an eye toward meeting salmon recovery objectives through the cleanup actions.  The 
public comment period ends on June 13, 2013. The proposed plan and public meeting information is at 
http://yosemite.epa.gov/R10/CLEANUP.NSF/ldw/1A933F4BB813FF9D882577BD006EF780?OpenDocument, 
and click on “Proposed Plan Comment Period” for the EPA fact sheet. 
 
I look forward to seeing you at the meeting.  Please contact me with any questions, and please RSVP your 
attendance to Linda Grob no later than next Wednesday, May 8, at noon. 
 
Doug Osterman 

 
Watershed Coordinator 
206-296-8069   additional contact information                    
Green/Duwamish and Central Puget Sound Watershed Salmon Habitat Recovery (WRIA 9) 
Working Together to Make Our Watershed Fit for a King! 
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