
 

October 29, 2012 
 
Julia Patterson, Chair 
King County Flood Control District Board of Supervisors 
516 Third Avenue, Room 1200 
Seattle, WA 98104 
 
Dear Chair Patterson: 
 
As Chair of the WRIA 9 Management Committee, I am writing to you to  
support Flood Control District (FCD) Resolution #FCD2012-11.1.   
Funding of the WRIA capital programs and projects that previously were  
funded by the King Conservation District is critical to implement the salmon 
recovery priorities of WRIA 9.  We appreciate the King County FCD stepping up 
to the plate to fund the capital projects that have been identified through 
science-based guidance of the National Marine Fisheries Service and many 
years of the 16 cities and King County working together to prioritize and 
sequence the projects  to maximize efficiency and effectiveness in meeting our 
salmon recovery goals and targets. 
 
As the Lead Entity under state law for WRIA 9, we believe it is King County’s 
responsibility to ensure that funding is available to implement the WRIA 9 
Salmon Habitat Plan to the maximum extent possible.  The $1.2 million in 
funding that annually up until 2012 was available through the King Conservation 
District/WRIA 9 competitive grant program was critical to implementing the 
many projects that WRIA 9 has successfully constructed over the past 12 
years.  As our six-year Implementation Progress Report documents  
(www.govlink.org/watersheds/9/news/default.aspx#progrprt), WRIA 9  has 
leveraged the KCD funding significantly to build our projects on the Enumclaw 
Plateau near Enumclaw, along the Middle Green River  near Kanaskat, Black 
Diamond, and Auburn, along the Lower Green River in Auburn, Kent, Renton, 
and Tukwila (most of which are in tandem with the FCD priorities for improving 
flood safety), along the Duwamish River in Tukwila and Seattle, on the shores 
of Elliott Bay in Seattle, and in the coastal areas and streams of southwest  
King County in Burien, Sea-Tac, Normandy Park, Des Moines, Federal Way, 
and the shores of Vashon and Maury Islands.  WRIA 9 has supported water 
quality, lake, wetland, and stream projects and programs in Maple Valley, 
Algona, and Covington.  We have supported Tacoma with its efforts to 
construct habitat projects in the Green River above Howard Hanson Dam in 
anticipation of the Upper River once again supporting both spring and fall 
Chinook salmon populations and steelhead trout, arguably the single largest 
opportunity to recover salmon and trout in Puget Sound. 
 
WRIA 9 strongly supports the FCD continuing the WRIA funding program and 
retaining the funding amounts at the same percentages as has been previously 
allocated to the WRIAs.  We support $3 million in funding in 2013 for water 
quality, water resources, and habitat restoration projects and activities in the 
amounts of $1.2 million for WRIA 8, $1.2 million for WRIA 9, and $600,000 for 
the Snoqualmie Watershed, or 40%, 40%, 20% respectively.  We support 
funding in the amount of $150,000 for the Puyallup-White Watershed in 2013 as 
well.  The cities of WRIA 9 span the watershed boundary of WRIA 10, 
therefore, we would be happy to help the cities and King County determine an 
efficient way of identifying the projects for funding in the White River portion of 
King County. 
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In addition to continuing the WRIA funding and WRIA allocations as current levels, WRIA 9 
supports that continued WRIA funding provide for inflation and growth in WRIA funding over 
time.   WRIA 9 supports keeping grant administration for awarding WRIA grants streamlined 
by using the same process as that used in 2012.  Finally, while not specifically addressed in 
the resolution, WRIA 9 desires ongoing dialogue among the cities and the county over the 
next year that addresses the project and program implementation needs of the WRIAs and, 
moreover, that we pursue dedicated, sustainable funding sources to meet our cross-
jurisdictional needs for habitat restoration, water quality, and water resources. 
 
Thank for the opportunity to comment on the FCD resolution, and thank you for funding the 
WRIA program in 2012.  We greatly appreciate the support of the King County Flood Control 
District and its acknowledgement of the important actions we are taking—together—to 
improve the health of our watersheds.  Please contact Doug Osterman, WRIA 9 Watershed 
Coordinator, at 206-296-8069 or doug.osterman@kingcounty.gov if you have questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Joan McGilton 
Councilmember, Burien 
Chair, WRIA 9 Watershed Ecosystem Forum Management Committee 
 
cc:   WRIA 9 Watershed Ecosystem Forum 
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