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RE:          WRIA 9 Watershed Ecosystem Forum Meeting—Thursday, August 9, 4:30 to 7:00 p.m., Burien City 
Hall 

 
The next meeting of the WRIA 9 Watershed Ecosystem Forum is Thursday, August 9.   
 

King Conservation District’s Proposed New System of Funding 
On August 1, the King Conservation District (KCD) posted its new proposed system of rates and charges and funding 
program (attached).  This proposed new system significantly changes the way in which WRIA 9 would receive 
funding from the program that has been critically important to successful WRIA 9 project implementation over the 
past several years.  As documented in the recent WRIA 9 Implementation Progress Report, nearly $5.8 million in 
funding has been awarded to WRIA 9 to implement highest priority salmon recovery projects and programs—
funding that has leveraged many more millions of other funds to implement projects. Sara Hemphill, Executive 
Director of the King Conservation District, will briefly highlight key components of the new system, which will be 
followed by a brief questions and answers opportunity.  Due to the importance of the KCD funding, it is imperative 
that WRIA 9 review the new system and work with the KCD over the next months to ensure that our partnership 
remains intact and that the funding levels and predictability remain as constant as possible to enhance successful 
implementation of the Salmon Habitat Plan.  Attached is a letter submitted to the KCD for its July 23rd public 
hearing on the new system (at which time the proposed system was not available).  The principles for the KCD 
funding program that are expressed in the letter represent the long-time, well –established WRIA 9 position that 
has been instrumental in establishing the highly effective and efficient funding partnership among WRIA 9 and the 
KCD over many years. 
 

Salmon Recovery Funding Board 2012 Grant Cycle Project Approval 
This meeting is the annual opportunity to approve grant proposals to the Salmon Recovery Funding Board (SRFB), 
one of the Forum’s primary functions as the Citizens’ Based Committee for identifying habitat projects  for SRFB 
funding.  The importance of SRFB funding to implement the WRIA 9 Salmon Habitat Plan cannot be overstated.  As 
the recent 6-year Implementation Report documents, since inception of the SRFB funding program WRIA 9 has 
been awarded $15.5 million in funds to implement high priority salmon recovery projects.  At the meeting, Karen 
Bergeron, Habitat Project Coordinator, will overview the projects for the 2012 SRFB funding cycle.  The two projects 
proposed for SRFB funding in 2012 are Fenster levee setback in Auburn (River 32) and Big Spring Creek in 
unincorporated King County near Enumclaw (tributary to Newaukum Creek).  While these two projects are well-
known by Forum members the project descriptions and funding table are not included with this packet and will be 
distributed to the Forum early next week. 
 

Puget Sound Acquisition and Restoration Program for 2013-15 
The SRFB in recent years has distributed Puget Sound Acquisition and Restoration (PSAR) funding to watersheds.  
The PSAR funds are state dollars to augment implementation of salmon recovery in Puget Sound.  Unfortunately, 
there are no PSAR funds available in 2012, but there are regional discussions about asking the legislature to 
appropriate capital funds to the PSAR program for 2013-2015.  The Puget Sound Salmon Recovery Council (PSSRC), 
the regional group that oversees implementation of the Puget Sound Salmon Recovery Plan, recently established 
policy objectives for a possible PSAR program for 2013-15 and for developing a list of sequenced “significant 
projects” in addition to the base funding allocations to watersheds.  Karen Bergeron will provide a short briefing of 
the proposals for a PSAR funding program in 2013-15.  Attached are the project sequencing criteria for significant 
projects  and the PSAR allocation table that were recently approved by the PSSRC.  If the PSAR request is approved 
by the legislature during the upcoming session, the base allocation to WRIA 9 over the next biennium is 

http://www.govlink.org/watersheds/9/plan-implementation/ImplementationProgressReport.aspx


$1,114,843.  Karen will ask the Forum to endorse a short-term, ad-hoc committee to work with her over the next 
month to identify the most strategic list of habitat projects to tee up for PSAR funding in 2013-15. 
 

Cooperative Watershed Management (2012 King County Flood Control District WRIA funding) 
Adjustment 
We will discuss a small adjustment to the Forum-approved Cooperative Watershed Management list of 2012 
projects (please review the summary of the May 10.  This adjustment is needed because it was underestimated 
how much funding would be available for the Flood Control-funded projects approved by the Forum in May, and 
the Ryan Hill acquisition project has been rescinded by Tukwila.  This change allows us to fund the Duwamish Re-
Vegetation project in Tukwila at a higher level.  The Forum is asked to approve this additional funding for Duwamish 
Re-Vegetation (revised table attached). 
 

Adaptive Management and Monitoring Plan Development 
Kollin Higgins, WRIA 9 Implementation Technical Committee Chair, will update the Forum on the development of 
the adaptive management program for WRIA 9, including recent coordination of Puget Sound-wide monitoring 
among the Environmental Protection Agency and the Puget Sound Salmon Recovery Council that could lead to 
funding assistance and for incorporating WRIA 9’s monitoring plan into the region’s monitoring and adaptive 
management framework. 
 

What Do You Want Your Future To Be?  An interactive exercise by the Nearshore Ecology Team at 
NOAA Northwest Fisheries Science Center 
As part of its effort to identify management targets for Puget Sound ecosystem recovery, members of the 
Nearshore Ecology Team at NOAA will conduct an interactive questionnaire using images of alternate future 
scenarios for Puget Sound.  The survey provides the Forum with the opportunity to help identify desired future 
conditions for Puget Sound. 
 

Funding Mechanisms Update & Federal “Urban Waters Partnership” Application 
Work continues to integrate local watershed funding mechanisms into an overall funding strategy for Puget Sound 
recovery and a legislative strategy for the 2013 state legislative session.  I will update the Forum on the progress of 
the Funding Subcommittee of the Puget Sound Partnership Ecosystem Coordination Board which is developing 
funding and legislative strategies for the PSP Leadership Council’s consideration.  I will also provide an update of the 
Puget Sound Action Agenda development, focusing on the Habitat Strategic Initiative and its relationship to funding 
strategies.  As part of our constant effort to build relationships and collaborate with federal partners, I will apprise 
the Forum of an effort spearheaded by the U.S. Forest Service to include WRIA 9 in the federal Urban Waters 
Partnership.  
 

King County Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO) Control Plan 
Pam Elardo, Director, King County Wastewater Treatment Division, will be providing an overview of the proposed 
amendments to the long-term CSO Control Plan.  (CSOs are discharges of untreated sewage and stormwater 
released directly into water bodies.)  The King County Council (including the Regional Water Quality Committee 
which Forum Co-Chair Peloza is a member) is currently considering the Executive’s Recommended CSO Control Plan 
amendments which include:  9 projects to control the remaining 14 uncontrolled CSOs by 2030, many of which are 
in the Duwamish estuary; incorporation of “green stormwater infrastructure”; collaboration with Seattle CSO 
projects; and the call for completion of a water quality assessment to reduce project costs and maximize 
environmental benefits including salmon habitat.  More information is available at:  FAQs - King County CSO Control 
Program. 
 
Doug Osterman 

Watershed Coordinator 
206-296-8069           
Green/Duwamish and Central Puget Sound Watershed Salmon Habitat Recovery (WRIA 9) 

 

http://www.kingcounty.gov/environment/wastewater/CSO/FAQ.aspx
http://www.kingcounty.gov/environment/wastewater/CSO/FAQ.aspx
http://www.govlink.org/watersheds/9/default.aspx

