
M E M O R A N D U M 
 

May 3, 2012 
                                                                                                     
TO:         WRIA 9 Watershed Ecosystem Forum 
 
FR:          Doug Osterman, WRIA 9 Watershed Coordinator 
 

RE:       Watershed Ecosystem Forum Meeting—Thursday, May 10, 2012, 4 to 6:30 p.m., Renton 
City Hall 
 
The next meeting of the WRIA 9 Watershed Ecosystem Forum is Thursday, May 10, from 4 to 6:30 p.m., at 
Renton City Hall, Council Chambers.   Driving directions are available here. The meeting agenda and the 
summary of the February 9, 2012 meeting are attached. 
 

Key agenda items: 
 

2013 WRIA 9 Budget, Scope of Work, and Staffing Plan 

The major decision for the evening is to act on the Management Committee’s recommended budget, scope 
of work, and staffing plan for 2013 (all attached, including a budget that compares proposed 2013 revenues 
and expenditures with those of 2012 and the proposed 2013 cost share table).  The recommended budget, 
scope of work, and staffing plan highlights include: 

 NO INCREASED COSTS to local government partners from previous years 

 TWO-THIRDS LESS REVENUE from the King Conservation District to support administration of capital 
projects 

 SEVERAL NEW REVENUE SOURCES to help bridge the revenue gap created with the significant loss of 
KCD revenue 

 DEFERRED ILA REVENUE (aka WRIA 9 “rainy day fund”) is the primary source of funding to bridge the 
revenue gap 

 INCREASED PARTNERSHIP with and support from King County Wastewater Treatment Division for 
Lower Duwamish collaboration 

 

The bottom line of the Management Committee’s recommendations:  STATUS QUO for 2013. 
 

King Conservation District (KCD) and WRIA 9 Update 

Bill Knutsen, KCD’s WRIA 9 Forum representative and Chair of the KCD Board of Supervisors, will overview 
the status of the reactions to and implications of the Mason Conservation District Supreme court ruling and 
decision to not use the 2012 special district assessment in King County, a decision affecting WRIA 9 and 
salmon recovery throughout King County.  Karen Bergeron, WRIA 9 Habitat Project Coordinator, will 
summarize the specific impacts to habitat project implementation in WRIA 9, and her strategies for moving 
forward with project implementation with the loss of $1.2 million in capital project funding for 2012. 
 

Adaptive Management and Monitoring Plan Development 

Kollin Higgins, WRIA 9 Technical Coordinator, and Elissa Ostergaard, WRIA 9 Planning and Stewardship 
Coordinator, will follow up the Status and Trends Report presentation at the February 9th meeting with an 
overview of the Comprehensive Monitoring Plan that the Implementation Technical Committee is 
developing.  The presentation is information only, but the ITC will be finalizing the Comprehensive 
Monitoring Plan by February 2013 for Forum review and approvals. 
 

  

http://rentonwa.gov/government/default.aspx?id=1172


Funding Mechanisms Update 

The Puget Sound Partnership released a draft “high-level Book One” of the Action Agenda on April 16th that 
focuses on the three strategic initiatives that are proposed to be the priorities for 2012/2013.  The good 
news is that the Partnership included protection of habitat as one of the three strategic initiatives, along 
with prevention of pollution from urban stormwater runoff and recovery of shellfish beds.  Strategic 
initiatives are meant to deliver progress at a substantial level on the priority actions in Puget Sound—
NOW.  They will be the focus of Partnership spending and resources, and of our efforts to increase funding, 
seek changes in policy, report success and challenges, and educate and engage citizens in the effort to 
recover Puget Sound.  This approach bodes well for the region to seriously consider funding mechanisms at 
the local, state, and federal levels that will help bolster implementation of our salmon recovery efforts.  
Councilmember McGilton and I continue to work with the Partnership’s Ecosystem Coordination Board 
Funding Subcommittee to develop both funding and legislative strategies that complement the priority 
actions and strategic initiatives of the Puget Sound Action Agenda. 
 

Good News Item!  The WRIA 9 Implementation Progress Report 2005-2011 is 
published and will be distributed at the meeting.  I will provide the highlights of this “hot off 

the press” report. 
 
I look forward to seeing you at the meeting.  Please contact me with questions and, as highlighted above, 
please inform Linda of your attendance by next Wednesday noon. 
 
Doug Osterman 

Watershed Coordinator 
206-296-8069   additional contact information                    
Green/Duwamish and Central Puget Sound Watershed Salmon Habitat Recovery (WRIA 9) 
Working Together to Make Our Watershed Fit for a King! 

 

http://www.govlink.org/watersheds/9/contacts/default.aspx
http://www.govlink.org/watersheds/9/default.aspx

