
M E M O R A N D U M 
February 2, 2012 

 
TO:         WRIA 9 Watershed Ecosystem Forum 
FR:          Doug Osterman, WRIA 9 Watershed Coordinator 

RE:          Watershed Ecosystem Forum Meeting, February 9, 4 to 6:30 p.m., Renton City Hall 
 
The first meeting of the new year of the WRIA 9 Watershed Ecosystem Forum is Thursday, February 9, 2012, from 4 
to 6:30 p.m. at Renton City Hall, Council Chambers. 
 

Ecosystem Restoration Project Implementation Update 
As a follow up to the Forum’s December 2011 meeting at which Colonel Bruce Estok participated in a conversation 
about our partnership with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Gordon Thomson, Senior Project Manager, Corps of 
Engineers, and Karen Bergeron, WRIA 9 Habitat Projects Coordinator, will update the Watershed Ecosystem Forum 
on several recent project accomplishments, including habitat projects completed by the Army Corps of Engineers via 
the Green/Duwamish Ecosystem Restoration Project.  Karen will describe the underpinnings and mechanics of the 
Corps’ program for funding the 45 restoration projects throughout the watershed that comprise the cost-share 
program with an emphasis on the partnerships necessary to successfully implement the projects. 
 
The projects and the project partnerships that will be highlighted include: 

 Upper Springbrook Creek restoration in Renton 

 Lake Meridian/Cow Creek restoration in Kent 

 Riverview Park restoration in Kent 

 Mill Creek wetland restoration in Auburn 

 Big Spring Creek restoration on the Enumclaw Plateau in unincorporated King County and near Enumclaw 

 Seahurst Park north shoreline restoration in Burien 
 

Adaptive Management & Monitoring Plan Development 
Over three Forum meetings in 2011, members of the WRIA 9 Implementation Technical Committee (ITC) overviewed 
many of the technical issues and scientific investigations that the ITC has been undertaking in the development of the 
monitoring and adaptive management programs for WRIA 9.  Kollin Higgins, King County Senior Ecologist, will provide 
a presentation on the WRIA 9 Status and Trends Monitoring Report:  2005-2010.  The presentation will briefly review 
the three previous ITC presentations from 2011, while focusing on the implications and the recommendations from 
the report.  The presentation will also discuss the 2012 work of the ITC which will focus on developing a larger 
Adaptive Management and Monitoring Plan, of which the status and trends report is just one component.  A limited 
number of printed copies of the Status and Trends Report will be available at the meeting. 
 

Puget Sound Partnership Action Agenda Update 
The Puget Sound Action Agenda Update comment period has been underway over the past month.  The draft 
updated document is an attempt to improve the previous Action Agenda with: 

 new recovery targets; 

 more robust set of strategies and clearer, more measurable actions; 

 explicit inclusion of local priorities and actions; 

 clearer scientific basis; and 

 better start at distinguishing the work of ongoing programs. 
 
WRIA 9 will be providing comments on the updated Action Agenda (due on February 3rd ), and we have been 
coordinating comments with the South Central Action Area Caucus Group, Puget Sound Salmon Recovery Council, 
and other watershed groups.  Councilmember Joan McGilton, Chair of the WRIA 9 Management Committee, and I 
will overview the highlights of our comments with a focus on how the updated Action Agenda addresses salmon 
recovery needs at the Puget Sound, WRIA, and local levels.  We will distribute our comment letter at the meeting 
(and other comments by entities that address salmon recovery in their letters). 
 



Funding Mechanism Update 
I will briefly describe the activities we have been undertaking to advance our funding mechanism work, particularly 
the watershed investment district concepts.  Councilmember McGilton and I have participated in two meetings of the 
Funding Subcommittee of the Ecosystem Coordination Board (the group charged with reviewing local and watershed-
based funding mechanisms as part of an integrated federal, state, and local funding strategy.  By June 2012, the 
subcommittee is to develop a proposal on local funding strategies and present the proposal to the Puget Sound 
Partnership’s Leadership Council.  Councilmembers McGilton and Bill Peloza and I provided a presentation to the 
Washington State House Environment Committee about our funding mechanism work and how we’ve been working 
across jurisdictions and with multiple stakeholders for years to identify and implement the actions necessary to 
recover salmon and clean up Puget Sound. 
 

King Conservation District (KCD) Grant Program 
Jessica Saavedra, KCD Grant Program Manager, will provide a presentation on the results of the District’s 2011 survey 
of the jurisdictional grant program.  The survey focused on the member jurisdictions (the cities and the county) grant 
program, seeking feedback to help improve the program and get conservation projects on the ground.  The interlocal 
agreement among the County and the KCD that determines the funding available for the grant program is up for 
renewal this year. 
 
I look forward to seeing you at the meeting and getting off to a great start in the new year.  Please contact me with 
questions. 
 
Doug Osterman 

Watershed Coordinator 
206-296-8069   additional contact information                    
Green/Duwamish and Central Puget Sound Watershed Salmon Habitat Recovery (WRIA 9) 
Working Together to Make Our Watershed Fit for a King! 

 
 

http://www.govlink.org/watersheds/9/contacts/default.aspx
http://www.govlink.org/watersheds/9/default.aspx

