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R-648 Proposed New Language 

(Clean Untracked Version) 

 

The river valleys in King County are critical locations for agriculture, salmon habitat and natural floodplain 

processes.  Many of these river valleys have been protected for long-term commercial agriculture, thereby 

preventing their conversion to other uses that are often incompatible with habitat protection or would require 

expensive flood risk reduction projects.  These same river valleys are also some the last best places for salmon 

restoration, in part due to the limitations on development because of their designation as Agriculture 

Production Districts (APD.), and in part due to the fact that the recovery of listed salmon is dependent on the 

restoration of habitat conditions which are located in particular river reaches often within the APDs.  King 

County supports the federal and state plans for recovery of salmon habitat and recognizes that there are times 

when a habitat restoration project must be located in active agricultural area.  At the same time King County is 

committed to the preservation of productive agricultural soils and local agricultural production and protection 

of public safety in flood prone areas through the restoration of floodplain processes.  King County’s 

commitment to local agricultural production includes a variety of actions, for example provision of technical 

assistance for drainage maintenance and farm pads; and cost shares to assist farmers in meeting 

environmental regulations for water quality, and other similar programs.  In recognition of potentially 

competing interests in these important areas, King County seeks to balance the goals of optimizing agricultural 

production, salmon habitat, and flood risk reduction recognizing that agriculture must remain the predominate 

use within the APDs. 

 

R-648 Aquatic habitat restoration projects flood risk reduction projects are allowed in an APD only if 

agriculture remains the predominant use in the same APD and the project does not reduce the 

ability to farm in the same APD.  Aquatic habitat restoration projects and flood risk reduction 

projects in an APD: 

 

a.  shall be planned with property owners whose land would be affected by the project; 

b.  shall be planned and designed to optimize benefits to agricultural production in the 

same APD; 

c.  to the maximum extent practical, should be located on sites that are unsuitable for 

direct agricultural production purposes; and 

d. if the project’s success necessitates locating on a site in the APD that is suitable for direct 

agricultural production, shall result in substantial benefits to agricultural productivity 

within the same APD and shall result in substantial benefits for salmon recovery efforts 

or to flood risk reduction.  If these conditions cannot be achieved directly, King County 

shall ensure actions are implemented to offset any adverse impacts to agricultural 

productivity within the same APD that result from the project. 

 
 

 
R-648 – Existing Language from 2008 Comp Plan 

 

 

Some of the highest quality salmon habitat in King County is found within APDs.  Additional protection or 

restoration of critical habitat within the APDs has been recommended by each of the Water Resources Inventory 

Area Salmon Conservation Plans.  Protection and enhancement of existing salmon habitat is a resource-based 

land use that should be included in all farm management plans.  Specific habitat protection rules should not 

jeopardize the agricultural productivity within APDs.  Aquatic habitat restoration or wetland mitigation projects 

should be limited in scale to achieve the objectives of the project while limiting fragmentation of farms and 

aquatic habitat.  Many habitat restoration projects can be designed in a manner that provides benefits to both 

fish habitat and the agricultural landowner. 

 

R-648 Aquatic habitat restoration projects or floodplain restoration projects are allowed on 

agricultural lands that are unsuitable for direct agricultural production purposes, such as 

portions of property that have not historically been farmed due to soil conditions or 

frequent flooding, and which cannot be returned to productivity by drainage maintenance, 

or where the proposed project would result in a net benefit to agricultural productivity.  

Agriculture must remain the predominant use in the APDs and these projects shall not 

reduce the ability to farm in the area.  Such projects may only be allowed on agricultural 

lands when there are no other suitable lands available and the project is supported by 

landowners who would be impacted by the project and when: 

a. The project is included in an approved Water Resources Inventory Area Plan, Farm 

Management Plan, Flood Hazard Management Plan or other functional plan; or 

b. The project would improve agricultural productivity within the APD. 

 

 

 


