


M E M O R A N D U M

August 5, 2010

TO:        WRIA 9 Watershed Ecosystem Forum

FR:         Doug Osterman, WRIA 9 Watershed Coordinator

RE:         Watershed Ecosystem Forum Meeting
Thursday, August 12, 5 to 7:30 p.m.
TUKWILA COMMUNITY CENTER

The next meeting of the WRIA 9 Watershed Ecosystem Forum is Thursday, August 12, 2010, from 5 to 7:30 p.m., at the TUKWILA COMMUNITY CENTER.  Click on  Tukwila Community Center   for driving instructions to and map of the Community Center.

Please note that the meeting is at the Tukwila Community Center, not Renton City Hall.

The meeting agenda and the notes of the May 13th meeting are attached.

Discussion With the WRIA 9 Implementation Technical Committee on Making Adaptive Management Work
The evening includes a presentation by members and facilitators of the WRIA 9 Implementation Technical Committee.  Kathy Minsch, Seattle Public Utilities and in-kind staff to WRIA 9, will start the presentation with a brief summary of the in-kind work that Seattle has provided to WRIA 9 this year, laying the ground work for a presentation by Dr. Josh Latterell of King County who will overview the committee’s work on adaptive management and how monitoring data will be used to evaluate the WRIA 9 Tier 1 conservation hypotheses, the Chinook salmon population, and other environmental indicators.    Forum members will participate in a discussion with Josh and Kathy following the presentations and provide feedback such as:  
1. Does the adaptive management approach make sense?
1. Will monitoring results be useful?
1. Will monitoring information be helpful in making any changes to the Salmon Habitat Plan?

Regional Conversations about the WRIA 9 Funding Mechanisms
Co-Chairs Marlla Mhoon and Bill Peloza, together with Management Committee Chair Joan McGilton and me, have had several conversations with other watershed implementation groups and regional leaders and decision makers about the Forum’s recommended three-tier funding mechanism strategy.  We have talked with the WRIA 8, WRIA 7, and Snoqualmie groups, King County Executive Dow Constantine, staff of King County Councilmember and Chair of the King County Flood Control District Board of Supervisors, Julia Patterson, and State Representative Sharon Nelson of the 34th District.  We will share highlights of these conversations and discuss and formulate next steps with the Forum.  To review the funding mechanism information, including five policy briefs and the addendum that provides greater detail of our process to identify the funding mechanisms, click on Funding Mechanisms.

State and Federal Funding and Policy Requests
Dennis Clark, WRIA 9 Public Outreach Coordinator, will overview the funding requests that WRIA 9 should lobby for in upcoming state and federal budgets and other legislative or congressional needs.  

Puget Sound-Wide Coordination
I will briefly overview the recent prioritization of restoration actions in the South Central Action Area (SCAA) by the SCAA Caucus Group, and what is looming on that group’s horizon.  The list of priority actions with the rankings is attached.  Note that the top three actions are all in alignment with WRIA 9 priorities.   Most time, however, will be spent discussing and ultimately deciding what major project WRIA 9 should tee up as a “Habitat Project of Regional Significance”.  The Puget Sound Salmon Recovery Council is asking each WRIA to identify a regionally significant habitat project.  Essentially, the projects should meet these criteria:
1. Project is too large/complex/expensive to be funded through existing processes, such as the Salmon Recovery Funding Board
1. Project addresses populations at high risk of extinction or populations that need to get to low risk, or benefits multiple populations
1. Project contributes significantly to improving abundance, productivity, distribution, and/or spatial structure of a population
1. Project is consistent with the Puget Sound Action Agenda
Once each watershed identifies the project it feels best addresses these criteria, the next step of the Recovery Council is to develop a program for scheduling, phasing, and sequencing the projects across the Sound.  Ultimately, it is hoped that this strategy will help demonstrate the funding need for salmon recovery implementation that does not necessarily come forward by simply adding up each watershed’s projects from their habitat plans, and the information will lead to funding.

Earlier this summer in a tight turn-around situation, each watershed was asked to submit three projects that they felt met the criteria above.  WRIA 9 submitted four projects:
1. Elliott Bay Seawall Habitat Improvements
1. Lower Green River Levee Setbacks and Upper Green River Forest Road Restoration (the study proposal that was not funded by the EPA)
1. Duwamish Estuary Restoration
1. Howard Hanson Dam Fish Passage
Our challenge at the meeting is, from the list of four projects (see attached document), decide on WRIA 9’s top habitat project of regional significance for consideration by the Puget Sound Salmon Recovery Council.

Reallocation of Cost Savings to Fenster Levee Setback and Duwamish Gardens Estuary 
We recently learned that WRIA 9 has a remaining balance of $131,744 in the state’s Puget Sound Acquisition and Restoration program account.  The balance of funding comes  from cost savings achieved while constructing the Pautzke levee setback project near Auburn.  In addition, The Salmon Funding Recovery Board will be making a final decision on August 11 regarding final funding amounts for the 2010 grant round.  This may result in an additional $37,900 for WRIA 9 for this year’s projects.  We will have the final decision and allocation amount by the SRFB at the Watershed Ecosystem Forum meeting.  Attached is a proposal from Karen Bergeron, WRIA 9 Habitat Project Coordinator, for reallocating the cost savings to help advance (by filling funding gaps) two other other top priority projects, namely the Fenster levee setback in Auburn (which is located immediately adjacent to Pautzke levee setback) and Duwamish Gardens estuary project in Tukwila.

More Recognition for WRIA 9 Salmon Habitat Recovery Projects 
Lastly, a “good news” information item (not part of the August 12 meeting agenda).  In June, the American Shore and Beach Preservation Association gave Burien's Seahurst Park the 2010 award for the best restored beach. The association gives four awards each year to two beaches on each coast.

Burien won the award for removing a 1,400-foot seawall, restoring the beach to its natural state and restoring marine habitat for threatened species such as Puget Sound Chinook salmon. The city and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers teamed up to begin the initial construction phase in 2004 at a cost of $1.5 million.  

This nearshore restoration was strongly supported by the Steering Committee and Forum, predecessor groups to the Watershed Ecosystem Forum.

In 2008, the city completed another $1 million in habitat and recreation improvements including trails, picnic areas, replacing the restroom and revegetating the shoreline with native plants. Restoration of the gravel beach provides space for forage fish to spawn, which is a primary food source for salmon.

Also complementing the restoration and recreational amenities is the new educational center built by the Environmental Science Center (not yet open).

This is not the first recognition for the restoration.  The south seawall removal/restoration also won the 2009 Local Government Conservation Award by the King Conservation District.

Seahurst is becoming a stellar combination of Puget Sound nearshore restoration, wonderful recreational activities, and environmental education – visit Seahurst to see for yourself!

I look forward to seeing you at the meeting, and please contact me with questions.
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