M E M O R A N D U M

February 4, 2010

TO:      WRIA 9 Watershed Ecosystem Forum

FR:      Doug Osterman, WRIA 9 Watershed Coordinator

RE:      Watershed Ecosystem Forum Meeting—Thursday, February 11,  5:00 – 7:30 p.m., Renton City Hall
The next meeting of the Watershed Ecosystem Forum is Thursday, February 11, 5:00 to 7:30 p.m., at the Renton City Hall Council Chambers.

The agenda and summary of the November 12, 2009 meeting are attached.

Agenda items include:

Funding Mechanisms:

We will continue to advance our efforts to develop funding mechanisms to help implement the Salmon Habitat Plan.  Please review the November 12th meeting summary to familiarize yourself with the conclusion of our discussions last year.  A table summarizing the Forum’s evaluation of all of the funding mechanisms is attached and complements the narrative in the meeting summary. 

At the November 12 meeting, the Forum concluded that the following three funding mechanisms were the most promising for further analysis:

· Watershed Investment District 

· Lift Lid on Flood Control Tax

· Per Parcel Assessment Fee/Tax

Earth Economics staff members will lead a discussion about using the Forum’s evaluation and year-long discussion of the funding mechanisms to scope four policy topics for advanced research and discussion.  A copy of the Funding Mechanisms Report, for reference, is available at the website.

Salmon Recovery Council Funding Proposals and South Central Action Area Caucus Group Priorities:

Management Committee Chair, Mayor Joan McGilton, will update the Forum on recent funding proposals of the Puget Sound Salmon Recovery Council and the work of the South Central Action Area Caucus Group which is in the process of prioritizing actions within the South Central Action Area (WRIA’s 8, 9, 10, and 12 in King and Pierce Counties).  Attached is a draft table of protection actions from the Puget Sound Action Agenda that the Caucus Group will be evaluating over the next few weeks.  You need not scrutinize the table; simply familiarize yourselves with it.  The central purpose of both these agenda items is to keep you in the loop and establish communication with the Forum while these Puget Sound Partnership efforts are underway.

Public Rule on Large Wood and Administrative Procedures for Salmon Restoration in Agricultural Production Districts:

On January 12th, I sent you information regarding two efforts underway in King County that have significant implications to salmon recovery implementation in WRIA 9.  The purpose of the Forum’s discussion about these topics is to discuss and agree on comment letters.  Draft letters will be brought to the meeting to help reach a decision on the comments the Forum would like to provide.

Fun Stuff:

We will recognize the good work of the Mid-Sound Regional Fisheries Enhancement Group (and their cohort Regional Enhancement Groups) over the past 20 years, as well as show our appreciation of the Forum members who are stepping down as representatives on the Forum.  “A dramatic photographic record” of the North Wind’s Weir project will be provided to acknowledge this major milestone in WRIA 9’s quest to recovery salmon and restore Puget Sound.

Linda Wants to Hear From You:

Please confirm your attendance with Linda Grob at 206-296-8016 or Linda.grob@kingcounty.gov.  Linda REALLY likes to make sure she gets enough food to sustain us through the meeting!

I look forward to seeing you at our first meeting of 2010!  As always, please contact me with questions at 206-296-8069 or doug.osterman@kingcounty.gov.
