M E M O R A N D U M

November 5, 2009

TO:       WRIA 9 Watershed Ecosystem Forum

FR:       Doug Osterman, WRIA 9 Watershed Coordinator

RE:       Watershed Ecosystem Forum Meeting—Thursday, November 12, 2009

The next and last meeting of the WRIA 9 Management Committee in 2009 is Thursday, November 12, from 5 to 7:30 p.m., Renton City Hall, Council Chambers/7th Floor. 

This meeting includes the Executive Committee of the Green/Duwamish Ecosystem Restoration Project, and…..

…..a celebration at the end of the meeting to bid fond farewells departing members including but not limited to Kent Councilmember Tim Clark, a long-time WRIA 9 member who has fearlessly represented the great City of Kent, including a stint as Forum Vice-Chair, and Noel Gilbrough, who, as if it were a Viking ship, has commandeered the Ecosystem Restoration Project representing the “entire Army Corps of Engineers” on multiple WRIA 9 committees, and any other members of the Forum whose terms end this year!

Report on the Evaluation of WRIA 9 ILA Services

First on the agenda is a quick overview of the recently completed “Evaluation of Effectiveness of WRIA 9 and its Service Provider, 2009” (report attached).  Mayor Joan McGilton, who is chairing this meeting in the absence of the two co-chairs, will overview the results of telephone interviews with the WRIA 9 local government representatives on the Forum.  Pursuant to the WRIA 9 Interlocal Agreement (ILA) among all the cities and the County of the watershed, every three years the parties to the ILA are to review and evaluate the performance of the Fiscal Agent and Service Provider.  The Forum Management Committee commissioned an outside consultant to conduct interviews of the city and county Forum delegates and/or alternates to obtain this year’s assessment of services.  The consultant presented his findings to the Management Committee which accepted the report and is now forwarding the report to the Watershed Ecosystem Forum as information.

King Conservation District/WRIA 9 Project Funding Allocations in 2010:  Management Committee Recommendations

Karen Bergeron, Habitat Projects Coordinator, will overview the slate of habitat projects that the Management Committee is recommending moving forward in 2010, with an emphasis on recommendations for the King Conservation District/WRIA 9 project funding allocations in 2010.  The Management Committee recommended KCD/WRIA 9 funding allocations table is attached.  Note that it includes two funding amounts:  

(1) the amount of WRIA 9 allocation if the KCD’s allocation to WRIA 9 remains the same as current, or about $1.2 million or 

(2) if the KCD WRIA 9 allocation is reduced to $1 million as is currently listed in the Executive Director Proposed Annual Work Plan & Budget for 2010.  

Also attached is a matrix that provides the overall funding schedule for habitat projects and programs in WRIA 9 in 2010.  The matrix provides context for the KCD/WRIA 9 funding recommendations, as well as lists the U.S. Army Corps Ecosystem Restoration Project (ERP) funding allocations in 2010 (which will be reviewed and considered for approval by the ERP Executive Committee later in the meeting under Agenda Item #VIII.

Funding Mechanism Evaluation (Continued from August 13 Forum meeting)

At the August 13th meeting, the Forum approved criteria for evaluating funding mechanism options, and began the process of evaluating funding mechanisms that have been teed up via the Funding Mechanisms Report by Earth Economics.  Under the firm facilitation arm of Dennis Clark and with support from Dave Batker and Briana Lovell of Earth Economics, we will continue evaluating funding mechanisms using the approved criteria, with the goal to complete the evaluation at this meeting.  The Forum will be asked to provide guidance on the next steps we should take in pursuing a funding mechanism or some combination of mechanisms in 2010, setting the stage for discussions and decisions about funding the Salmon Habitat Plan in the future.  

The Funding Mechanism Table (that is a matrix of the funding mechanism options and the evaluation criteria) used at the August 13th meeting to facilitate discussion about the funding mechanisms has been revised pursuant to the decisions of the Forum.  The revised Table is attached.  Also attached is the two-page Executive Summary of the Funding Mechanisms Report, which summarizes the funding mechanisms.  The entire Funding Mechanisms Report is on the web.  We will bring hard copies of the Report’s Executive Summary to the meeting, but not the whole document.

Recap of October 1 Special Forum Meeting on Green River Flooding & Possible Grant Funding
The summary of the October 1 meeting is attached.  I will provide a very quick overview of the principal points made by the panel members and meeting participants.  In an effort to build on the solid long-term solutions that would improve flood capacity and salmon habitat that were raised at the special meeting, the Management Committee has asked the WRIA 9 team to pursue a watershed assistance grant from the EPA that would help us plan for implementing long-term solutions.  I will briefly overview more details on the scope of the grant proposal, and the process for pulling a grant application together (grant applications are due January 5, 2010).  The summary of that meeting will be available soon for people interested in the details.

Ecosystem Restoration Project Executive Committee

The ERP Executive Committee will convene with the Co-Chairs, Mayor McGilton and Olton Swanson of the Corps, leading discussion and decision on federally-supported habitat project implementation in 2010.  This is a decision by the Corps and the local governments of the ILA, but everyone can participate in discussion and advisement.  The ERP project management team’s recommended slate of projects for 2010 and projected funding is being finalized at the time of writing; we will provide the schedule of funding for 2010 when we have the necessary numbers from the Corps (possibly at the meeting itself). 

North Wind’s Weir Restoration Construction Photos

While not part of the agenda for the November 12 meeting, we thought you’d enjoy seeing photos taken yesterday showing that the North Wind’s Weir estuary restoration project in Tukwila is well underway.  Construction of this joint Army Corps-King County project should be completed later this month.  View the construction photos.
________________________________________________________

The agenda for the meeting is attached as is the summary of the August 13 meeting.

For food planning purposes, please confirm attendance by Tuesday noon, November 10 with Linda Grob at 206-296-8069 or Linda.grob@kingcounty.gov.  (King County will be closed Wednesday, November 11, in observance of Veteran’s Day.)

Please contact me with questions at 206-296-8069 or doug.osterman@kingcounty.gov.
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