M E M O R A N D U M

September 24, 2009

TO:       WRIA 9 Watershed Ecosystem Forum

FR:       Doug Osterman, WRIA 9 Watershed Coordinator

RE:       Special Meeting of the Watershed Ecosystem Forum
SPECIAL MEETING OF THE WATERSHED ECOSYSTEM FORUM

Thursday, October 1, 2009

5:00 to 7:30 p.m.

Renton City Hall
1055 S. Grady Way

The principal topic of this meeting is:

Due to the current flood storage constraints of Howard Hanson Dam, what are the impacts of flooding and associated emergency actions to salmon habitat and investments in salmon recovery?  What are the alternatives for long-term flood risk reduction that also achieve salmon recovery and other ecosystem benefits?

The goals of the meeting are to:

· Learn the latest factual information about possible flood threat and response

· What decisions have been made?

· What is going to be done, by whom, when, and why?

· Discuss the potential implications of emergency actions on fish habitat and salmon recovery management in the watershed

· Put our heads together for creative problem solving

The meeting will center around a panel of experts who are knowledgeable of the increased risk of flooding in the Green River Valley and the responses to it, emergency management, implications to salmon habitat and recovery in the Green River ecosystem, valuation of ecological goods and services, and floodplain and river system management.  The panel discussion will be facilitated by Dennis Clark, WRIA 9 Public Outreach Coordinator, followed by questions by Watershed Forum members and guests, answers by panel members, and group discussion.  The expected outcomes are a better understanding of the immediate flood risk and hazards in the Green River Valley, the short-term actions and strategies to reduce risks and hazards, and prepare people for a potential flood, AND identifying some long-term solutions to managing the Green River to meet multiple objectives such as flood protection in tandem with salmon recovery and other ecosystem services.

The panel will have representatives from:

· U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

· King County Water and Land Resources Division – River and Floodplain Management staff

· King County Water and Land Resources Division – Science Section staff

· Earth Economics

Attached is the draft agenda for the meeting.

Please RSVP to Linda Grob, Linda.grob@kingcounty.gov to help us provide the right amount of refreshments.  I look forward to seeing you at the meeting.  Please contact me with questions.
