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Discussion Guide: Questions for the Panel
Green River Flood Planning and Response
WRIA 9 Watershed Ecosystem Forum Meeting
Thursday, October 1, 2009
The following is a draft approach to the panel discussion.  Based on how the conversation unfolds, there may not be time to answer all questions.  If time does allow, members of the Watershed Ecosystem Forum will be able to ask additional questions of the panelists.
	Questions

	Olton Swanson, Deputy District Engineer for Project Management, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
	Steve Bleifuhs, Manager, King County WLRD – River and Floodplain Management Section
	Tom Bean, Green River Basin Supervisor, King County WLRD – River and Floodplain Management Section
	Andy Levesque, Senior Engineer, King County WLRD – River and Floodplain Management Section
	Bob Fuerstenberg, Senior Ecologist, King County WLRD – Scientific and Technical Support Section
	Ray Timm, Senior Aquatic Scientist, King County WLRD – Scientific and Technical Support Section
	Stewart Reinbold, Assistant Regional Habitat Program Manager, Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife
	Dave Batker, Executive Director, Earth Economics

	Green River Flood Planning and Response:
2009-2010 Flood Season

	1) Describe the nature of the flood threat: what is the cause and what are the potential immediate safety impacts to people downstream?
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2) Describe the repairs underway at the dam and explain when these repairs will be tested.
	X
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	3) How will Howard Hanson Dam be operated during the 2009-2010 flood season?
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4) What possible flood events are downstream communities preparing for?  What is the likelihood of such events occurring this flood season?
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	5) What efforts are underway to reduce flooding by building up the levees?  How are the risks of building up the levees balanced with the risks of flooding that would occur if levees are not tall enough?
	X
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	6) What efforts are underway to prepare businesses and homeowners for the possibility of flooding?
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	7) Are there any major decisions still to be made about flood prevention and response?  If so, what are those decisions, who will make the decisions, and when will the decisions be made?
	
	X
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	8) At one point, there was a proposal to remove loose large wood from the river at places such as Auburn Narrows.  If this action could occur, what are the possible consequences?
	X
	
	X
	X
	
	
	
	


	Green River Flood Planning and Response:
Long-Term Response

	9) What does the WRIA 9 Salmon Habitat Plan say needs to be done to the Lower and Middle Green River areas to recover the Chinook salmon population (both programmatic and capital improvements)?  What is the scientific basis for these actions to recover salmon?  
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	10) What are the positive and negative impacts of emergency flood prevention/response actions on salmon habitat in the watershed?
	
	
	
	X
	X
	X
	X
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	11) What are some things we could change in terms of levee design/construction/maintenance that would allow us improve salmon habitat and reduce flood risks?
	
	
	X
	X
	X
	
	X
	

	12) What are some things we could change in terms of local policies, plans, or programs that would allow us improve salmon habitat and reduce flood risks?
	
	X
	X
	
	
	
	X
	X

	13) How can we include the value of ecosystem goods and services – including salmon habitat – in making decisions about floodplain management and flood risk reduction?
	
	X
	
	
	X
	
	
	X

	14) What will complete repair of Howard Hanson Dam cost and how long would it take to accomplish? 
	X
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	15) The levees downstream operate in tandem with Howard Hanson Dam to provide flood protection.  Even when the dam is fixed, there will choices to be made about to improve the levee portion of the equation.  What are some of the flood protection and ecosystem benefits associated with the following approaches:

· Rebuilding levees on their current or slightly larger footprint to reduce slopes steepness
· Rebuilding levees with mid-slope benches, which expands the footprint of the levee landward but does not set the toe of the levee back from the river
· Setting back levees 100 feet or more from the river to reconnect the river to its floodplain
	
	
	
	X
	X
	X
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	16) Where should the levees be set back? How much habitat is needed within the levee to address salmon habitat needs?
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	X
	

	17) Can we justify acquiring a corridor to achieve riverine function, including habitat forming processes and greater flood capacity?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
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