M E M O R A N D U M

August 7, 2009

TO:       WRIA 9 Watershed Ecosystem Forum

FR:       Doug Osterman, WRIA 9 Watershed Coordinator

RE:       Forum Meeting—August 13, 5 to 7:30 p.m., Renton City Hall
The next meeting of the WRIA 9 Watershed Ecosystem Forum is Thursday, August 13, 2009, 5 to 7:30 p.m., Renton City Hall Council Chambers on the 7th Floor.

The agenda for the meeting is attached.  The major items for consideration are:

Seattle In-Kind Services to WRIA 9

Pursuant to the Mayor Greg Nickels’ confirmation that Seattle is suspending payment of its WRIA 9 dues for 2010and possibly 2011 (July 14, 2009 letter from the Mayor to Mayor Joan McGilton, Chair of the WRIA 9 Management Committee), the Management Committee and I have worked with Seattle staff members to iron out an agreement to Seattle providing in-kind services in lieu of its dues for 2010.  The Management Committee’s recommendations to the Forum are:

· Accept Seattle’s offer of in-kind services equivalent to its proportional cost share for 2010

· Seattle and WRIA 9/King County are to develop a work plan and a letter of agreement for Seattle to meet its 2010 cost share obligation through in-kind services in lieu of cash cost shares

The Forum now must:

(1) approve Seattle’s proposal with agreed upon conditions, such as a reporting condition in which Seattle reports to the Forum on a regular basis; and (2) authorize the County (as the ILA Service Provider) to accept the in-kind arrangement and conditions. 

Attached are the In-Kind Staffing and In-Kind Scope of Work proposals to the Forum.  They are formatted exactly the same way as the annual staffing and work plans for the ILA cost-shared services (see below under 2010 budget and work plan approvals).  Seattle is proposing to provide in-kind staffing services at about 0.7 Full Time Equivalent (FTE) to provide technical, project, and policy assistance and products.  Seattle can begin providing the in-kind services during the last quarter of this year.  The job duties and scope of work are outlined in the two in-kind documents.  In most cases, this work is providing services that have been eliminated in past budget decisions of the Forum.  In other cases, the work is augmenting and otherwise providing greater value to work that is being funded by the other cost sharing partners.  The Seattle in-kind work is not supplanting technical and project development work that the cost sharing partners will be purchasing from King County scientists.  In other words, the in-kind services provide a larger team of scientists and planners to support the Technical Committee and develop technical products, as well as to work with the cities and other habitat project sponsors in developing and advancing projects and seeking funding for project implementation.  As watershed coordinator, I will direct the work of the in-kind staff and provide oversight of their work.  I will ensure that the Forum, just as I do for the services provided by the WRIA 9 ILA-supported team, receives regular reports on the progress of the in-kind services.

WRIA 9 2010 ILA Budget, Staff Plan, and Scope of Work

Attached are the Management Committee’s recommended budget, staffing plan, and scope of work for 2010.  These are the documents that delineate the ILA cost shared work for 2010.  The ILA cost share table for 2010 is attached.

The Management Committee recommends that the Forum approve the budget, staffing plan, and scope of work.

The Management Committee, as noted on the proposed budget, also wants to ensure that Forum members understand that the 2010 work plan can only be accommodated by virtue of federal, state, and King Conservation District grants (some of which are not approved at this time).  The ILA-cost shares alone cannot cover the costs of the work plan.  Staffing levels supported by the ILA cost shares are reduced by 1.0 FTE from 2009.  Since 2008, levels have been reduced by 1.5 FTE.  Since completing the Salmon Habitat Plan in 2005, staffing supported by ILA cost shares has been reduced by 2.29 FTE.

Funding Mechanisms

As the Forum directed at the beginning of the year, the August meeting is to begin serious discussions about funding the Salmon Habitat Plan’s prioritized 10-year capital habitat projects.  The Forum set itself up for the discussion by establishing prioritized criterion for evaluating the possible funding mechanisms outlined in the “WRIA 9 Funding Mechanism Report, March 2009”: http://www.govlink.org/watersheds/9/pdf/WRIA9_Funding_mechanisms4-15-09.pdf.  Attached is a table that lists the criteria that were ranked at the May meeting.  The Management Committee reviewed the results of the ranking and, based on its analysis, grouped some of the criterion together that seemed to overlap in concept—the table shows the groupings and the resulting aggregated score for each criterion.  The Management Committee recommends using the criteria above the thick shaded line to evaluate the funding mechanisms.

The Management Committee recommends that the Forum use the highest-ranked criteria to evaluate the funding mechanisms and decide which mechanism or mechanisms to seriously pursue.  The Forum is asked to confirm the criteria and begin applying the criteria to the funding mechanisms.

Because the Funding Mechanisms Report is expensive to reproduce, please bring a copy of the Report that you may have picked up at previous meetings (or please print one from the link above).  We will provide copies of the Executive Summary at the meeting.

Copy of Letter on Lower Duwamish Restoration Plan and PEIS

Attached find a copy of the letter sent by the WEF co-chairs to the Lower Duwamish Natural Resource Trustees on the Draft Lower Duwamish Restoration Plan and Programmatic EIS.  WEF members were alerted to the comment period on this important policy document in an e-mail dated July 2.  More information is at: http://www.darrp.noaa.gov/northwest/lowerduwamishriver/restore.html or contact Dennis Clark, 206-296-1909, if you have any questions

Information Item: South Puget Sound Dissolved Oxygen Study

WEF member Sinang Lee asked us to share the following information with you.  We are sending it as part of the meeting packet to save time during the meeting.  

The Department of Ecology is conducting a water quality study on low dissolved oxygen levels in South Puget Sound. This study will help determine how discharges from wastewater treatment plants, septic systems and other human activities, along with natural factors, affect low dissolved oxygen levels.  The study includes the entire Puget Sound area south of Edmonds including WRIA 9.  The study will be completed in about one year.  Excess nitrogen causes low dissolved oxygen levels. The results of the study may show that we need to reduce human-related sources of nitrogen to keep South Puget Sound healthy. If reductions are needed, the study will also help determine where the reductions might need to occur. Ecology has an advisory committee to solicit input on how the study is done and what factors should be considered. If you are interested in learning more, please contact Andrew Kolosseus, 360-407-7543, andrew.kolosseus@ecy.wa.gov, or visit http://www.ecy.wa.gov/puget_sound/dissolved_oxygen_study.html
The summary of the May14, 2009 meeting is attached.  I look forward to seeing you, and please contact me if you have questions.
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