M E M O R A N D U M

May 7, 2009

TO:       WRIA 9 Watershed Ecosystem Forum

FR:       Doug Osterman, WRIA 9 Watershed Coordinator

RE:       Forum Meeting—Thursday, May 14, Renton City Hall
The next meeting of the Watershed Ecosystem Forum is Thursday, May 14, 2009 from 5 to 7:30 p.m., Renton City Hall Council Chambers.  We will serve a light dinner at 5:35 p.m. The agenda and the draft summary of the February 12th meeting are attached.  

This is a decision meeting; attendance is highly encouraged.  Please confirm attendance with Linda Grob by Wednesday, May 13th, by contacting her at 206-296-8016 or Linda.grob@kingcounty.gov.

King Conservation District Special District Assessment Reauthorization

We will begin the meeting with a few words from Jeffrey Possinger, Executive Director, King Conservation District (KCD), about the Districts’ process this year seeking reauthorization of the District Special Assessment.  Based on the current assessment and allocation of the funds raised, WRIA 9 receives about $1.2 million annually for habitat project development and construction.  The KCD assessment and the allocation methodology used to distribute funding is a critically important source of funding to implement the Salmon Habitat Plan in WRIA 9.  The KCD is conducting six public comment meetings across the District starting with a meeting in Shoreline later in the evening of the Forum meeting.  On May 4th we sent you (via Linda Grob) the information about our vital partnership with the KCD and the process for re-authorizing the District Special Assessment (including the days and times of the public meetings). 

Amendments to the Operating Guides

Pursuant to the Forum’s request at its February meeting, we are proposing changes to the Operating Guides (that were approved at the February meeting).  The changes address the Forum’s request to include criteria for appointing new non-governmental organizations and businesses to the Watershed Ecosystem Forum.  In addition to offering these proposed changes for consideration, we are also asking the Forum to consider including correspondence protocols to the Operating Guides.  The Management Committee did not have a chance to discuss the proposed changes, therefore, they are being proposed without a recommendation from the Management Committee.  The Operating Guides amendments are attached.

Reallocation of KCD Funds to Construct North Wind’s Weir this Summer

The ILA partners of the Forum are asked to approve a reallocation of King Conservation District funds from Duwamish Gardens in Tukwila to North Wind’s Weir (just downstream from Duwamish Gardens in Tukwila).  The reallocation is necessary to ensure construction of North Wind’s Weir this summer.  Similarly, the Forum is asked to authorize staff to request and additional $89,000 from the Salmon Recovery Funding Board for North Wind’s Weir (again, to enable project construction this year).  The Management Committee supports and recommends approval of the reallocation.

Revisions to the fiscal year 2009 Ecosystem Restoration Project Funding Priorities

Noel Gilbrough is asking the ILA partners to approve revisions to the FY 2009 federal funding priorities (attached) that will enable more projects to be advanced for construction than originally estimated.  The Management Committee supports and recommends approval of the funding priority revisions.
Salmon Recovery Funding Board and Puget Sound Acquisition and Restoration Project Ranking

This meeting includes the annual SRFB/PSAR project list development and ranking process. The materials are under preparation and will be sent under separate cover.
Funding Mechanism Report and Continued Support from Earth Economics

The Funding Mechanism Report was revised following comments received by March 12th following the February 12th Forum meeting.  The Report can be obtained at: http://www.govlink.org/watersheds/9/pdf/WRIA9_Funding_mechanisms4-15-09.pdf.  Attached is a letter from Earth Economics (dated April 4th) that describes the changes made, as well as provides a list of potential criteria for ultimately selecting the funding mechanisms to put into action.  The Forum is asked to select the criteria at this meeting, the criteria will in turn be applied to the funding mechanisms at the August meeting to help select the mechanism(s) to move forward with for discussion and possible decision at the November meeting.  The Management Committee recommends that two additional criteria be added to the list provided by Earth Economics:

· Does the funding mechanism support the long-term viability of the watershed organization?

· Does the funding mechanism retain the support of the State?

In addition, the Management Committee recommends that the criterion “level of obtuseness” be replaced with:

· Does the funding mechanism make sense or is there a nexus?

The Management Committee also recommends retaining the expertise of Earth Economics throughout the decision-making process on the funding mechanisms.  The proposal that the Management Committee approved for expanding the scope of the King Conservation District grant that paid for the development of the Funding Mechanisms Report is attached.

2010 WRIA 9 Budget and Organizational Challenges

Management Committee Chair, Joan McGilton, and Forum Co-Chair Peloza will lead a discussion about current challenges to WRIA 9 due to Seattle’s indication that the city will not be able to make its financial contribution under the WRIA 9 ILA in 2010 and likely in 2011 as well.  The budget issues that Seattle faces are the driver of this decision.  Seattle describes the decision as a “hiatus” over the next two years.

Correspondence FYI

Also attached are two PDF’s containing copies of correspondence related to HB 2199, which amended the Shoreline Management Act to allow regulatory relief when the shoreline moves due to construction of restoration projects.  This legislation, which was recommended in the Salmon Habitat Plan and will facilitate restoration in the Duwamish, was signed by Governor Gregoire today!  

I look forward to seeing you at the meeting.  Please contact me with questions at 206-296-8069 or doug.osterman@kingcounty.gov.
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