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1121 Tacoma Avenue South ( Tacoma, WA 98115

April 6, 2009
King Conservation District

1107 SW Grady Way, Suite 130

Renton, WA 98057

Greetings members of the WRIA 9 Watershed Ecosystem Forum,

Please accept this final report from our funding mechanisms project.  We would also like to extend our thanks the King Conservation District and WRIA 9 for providing the opportunity to collaborate on this report. 

Over the course of the grant period – from July 2008 to April 2009 - KCD and WRIA 9 staff provided invaluable feedback through an ongoing series of meetings and presentations. Work sessions included an August 2008 workshop that comprised a brainstorming session for potential funding mechanism ideas as well as identification of primary beneficiaries/damagers to ecosystem services in the watershed, an October 2008 meeting with the WRIA 9 Ad-hoc Funding Committee to review preliminary mechanism proposals from Earth Economics, a November 2008 presentation to the WRIA 9 Watershed Forum to collect feedback and identify mechanisms for further review, and a February 2009 presentation to the WRIA 9 Ecosystem Forum (formerly WRIA 9 Watershed Forum) in which final proposal selections were reviewed and discussed.

In addition to these public meetings and work sessions, the draft report was also reviewed for comment by WRIA 9 staff, members of the WRIA 9 Ecosystem Forum, and [any other reviewers]. After several stages of thorough review, the final report is complete and prepared to be submitted in fulfillment of the final grant agreement, as agreed upon by WRIA 9, KCD, and the grantee. 

The draft submitted here reflects several stages of review and commentary, including the following significant alterations:

· Removal of sections on funding mechanisms researched but not proposed.

· Removal of section on options for per parcel special assessment fee pass-through from KCD. 

· Revised section on surface water management fee mechanism to allow for other rate structure options.

· Revised section on flood control district lid lift to include potential applicability of 10% limit.

· Revised Executive Summary and conclusion to reflect changes to proposed mechanisms.

The submission of this final draft should fulfill the original KCD grant to Earth Economics – Identifying a Funding Mechanism for Implementation of the WRIA 9 Salmon Habitat Plan. However, Earth Economics and WRIA 9 have identified several next steps to be pursued in a subsequent grant or through an extension of the current grant. This proposed work includes development and application of decision criteria for selection and further development of proposed funding mechanisms.  Preliminary discussion of appropriate decision criteria has already taken place with the WRIA 9 Ad-Hoc Funding Committee as well as with the WRIA 9 Watershed Coordinator, Doug Osterman. Suggestions thus far have included the following:

· Revenue generation potential
· Administrative costs
· Political acceptability
· Long-range viability
· Avoidance of new system, is synergistic with other initiatives

· Level of obtuseness
· Demonstration of social equity

· Consistency with Puget Sound Action Agenda

· Is do-able (as expressed through timeliness)

· Requires minimal changes to state and local laws/regs

· Level of acceptability from a public/political standpoint

We have enjoyed providing services on this project to date and look forward to the opportunity to continue this work through further consultation with the WRIA 9 Watershed Ecosystem Forum and King Conservation District.

Thank you again for the collaboration opportunity.

Dave Batker, Executive Director

1121 Tacoma Ave S, Tacoma, WA 98402

Phone: 253.539.4801    Fax: 253.539.5054

Info@eartheconomics.org   www.eartheconomics.org


