M E M O R A N D U M

 
November 13, 2008

 
TO:       WRIA 9 Watershed Forum

FR:       Doug Osterman, WRIA 9 Watershed Coordinator

RE:       Forum Meeting—November 19, 2008
The next meeting of the WRIA 9 Watershed Forum is Wednesday, November 19, from 2:30 to 5:00 p.m., Tukwila Community Center.  For a map and driving instructions please click:   http://dnr.metrokc.gov/Wrias/9/archive/0111/SteerCom/TukwilaDirections1.pdf. 
 
This is a DECISION MEETING.  A QUORUM is necessary.  Please contact Linda Grob at 206-296-8016 or Linda.grob@kingcounty.gov by Tuesday, November 18 to confirm your attendance.

This is also the last meeting of the Forum as we have known it over the past 8 years!  So a little celebration is in order!  If that doesn’t get you there, I don’t know what will!!

The meeting agenda and the summary of the August 20, 2008 Forum meeting are attached.

Agenda Item IV: Proposed King Conservation District Funds Expenditure for 2009
The Forum is being asked as it is each year to approve the annual budget for the King Conservation District/WRIA 9 special district assessment funds.  The spending plan for 2009 is attached.  As we have done each year in the past several years, the proposed budget is segregated into several categories of capital and programmatic funding that are in step with long-held Forum policies.  This year, the funding is proposed to be allocated to the following project categories:  small fund grant (formerly termed Opportunity Grant) which is a rolling set-aside of KCD funds for good, smaller conservation projects that is primarily used to support projects of not-for-profits and small cities; Shared Endeavor which is a category of funding created in 2008 that seeks to fund projects in partnership with the KCD; High Priority Project Implementation Fund which is the largest amount of funding that goes toward high priority WRIA 9 salmon recovery projects and Ecosystem Restoration Projects.  This fund leverages significant amounts of other funding; and Education and Stewardship Fund that supports the capital, stewardship, public involvement, and education programs of WRIA 9 salmon recovery implementation.  The Management Committee reviewed the proposed 2009 KCD/WRIA 9 budget and recommends its approval.

Agenda Item V: Changes to WRIA 9 Organizational Structure & 2009 Workplan
Regarding the changes to the WRIA 9 Watershed Forum process mentioned above, attached is an updated Memorandum of Understanding that includes the Forum-approved work and staff plans and the new organizational construct for WRIA 9 that were approved by the Forum earlier this year (please see the summary of the August 20th Forum meeting for detailed explanation).  The work and staff plans for 2009 are embedded in the MOU document as “Attachments A and B”.  The organizational chart is a separate document (attached).  It is “Attachment C” of the MOU.  All of these materials were prepared by me, reviewed by King County legal counsel, and reviewed by the Management Committee.  The Management Committee recommends that the Forum approve the MOU and authorize it to be signed by Forum chair, Mayor McGilton.

Agenda Item VI: Funding Mechanisms Update
The Forum will hear from staff of Earth Economics on the progress of its work to develop funding mechanisms for WRIA 9 implementation over the next 10 years.  A table of “for discussion purposes only” funding mechanisms is attached, as well as I am attaching a one-page summary of the funding mechanisms background and work progress that provides context for the table of funding mechanisms that Earth Economics is analyzing.  The Management Committee discussed the funding mechanisms work with Earth Economics at its November 5th meeting, and recommended that they come to the Forum meeting and discuss the funding mechanisms with Forum members prior to finalizing the report that is scheduled for completion in early 2009.

 
Agenda Item VII: Legislative Priorities 
On September 18, dozens of people from WRIAs 5-10 came together in Tukwila to develop Legislative Priorities for Puget Sound Watershed Health and Salmon Habitat Recovery at both the state and federal levels.  Following the workshop, WRIA staff drafted and revised two-page legislative priorities based on the direction provided by the workshop participants.  The resulting draft documents are attached.  Staff may continue making additional edits to these documents between now the Forum meeting.  At the meeting, Dennis Clark will review the latest version of the state and federal legislative priorities and ask the Forum to approve them.  

If you have significant questions or alternative language, please contact Dennis at 206-296-1909, dennis.clark@kingcounty.gov, IN ADVANCE of the meeting so he has the opportunity to develop and provide alternative language at the meeting.   
 

Agenda Item VIII: ERP Executive Committee
Lt. Colonel Cadicamo of the Corps is joining us at 4:30 p.m.so that we can break into the Executive Committee of the Ecosystem Restoration Project (ERP) where the annual recommendation of ERP project funding will be decided.  The proposed project list for 2009 ERP funds is attached.  The Management Committee reviewed the proposed project funding plan and recommends that the Executive Committee approve it.

I look forward to seeing you at this momentous occasion!  Please contact me at 206-296-8069 or doug.osterman@kingcounty.gov with questions. 
Please don’t forget to confirm your attendance with Linda Grob!!  She will track you down otherwise in an effort to confirm a quorum. 

