DRAFT FOR DISCUSSION PURPOSES ONLY


State Legislative Priorities for
Puget Sound Watershed Health and 
Salmon Habitat Recovery
Draft November 6, 2008

State Funding Legislation for 2009-2011 Biennium
Goal: 

Establish a dedicated funding source to implement Puget Sound Action Agenda including: 
· Puget Sound Salmon Recovery Plan implementation including:
· Funding for dedicated staff and technical expertise to carry out recovery projects at the state and local levels

Example legislation:

· Total of $4.485 million statewide in operating funds for Lead Entity Program (PL-NC Lead Entity)

· Capital funding to implement conservation (acquisition) and restoration priorities of the watershed salmon habitat plans

· Funding for status and trends monitoring of salmon and steelhead recovery at the Puget Sound and watershed (WRIA) scales 
· Support of local government efforts to protect Puget Sound from the effects of stormwater runoff including:

· Funding to retrofit existing urban drainage systems

· Funding to help meet National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) stormwater permit requirements
State Non-Funding Legislation 2009


Goals (in descending priority order): 

1) Update and better enforce provisions of the Growth Management Act and Shoreline Management Act that protect water quality and habitat.
Example legislation:

· Establishing tighter restrictions on bulkhead construction, repair, and replacement
· Modifying the Shoreline Management Act to reduce the regulatory impact on neighboring property owners caused when habitat restoration projects shift the Ordinary High Water Mark landward (contact WRIA 9 Salmon Habitat Team staff to learn more: 206-296-8013)
2) Use ecological monitoring to track progress and provide accountability at the Puget Sound and watershed levels. 
Example legislation:

· Monitoring the status and trends of Puget Sound health (for example, land cover changes and fish population numbers)
3) Require new development and re-development to treat stormwater runoff and avoid worsening downstream flows and flooding.
Example legislation:

· Promoting low impact development such as pervious paving, rain gardens, and bioswales
How Initiatives Fit Together






Watershed Partners


The following partners are working together to promote these legislative priorities:
[list tribes, federal agencies, cities, counties, non-governmental groups, private landowners, etc.]
























      


Watershed Plan�Implementation





Puget Sound Partnership











The following draft priorities are based on the results of a workshop in Tukwila involving representatives from WRIAs 5, 7, 8, 9, and 10 on September 18, 2008.  This document may be further revised following release of the Action Agenda on November 6.  Watershed partners working together or individually are welcome to draw from or modify this resource to meet their needs and legislative outreach opportunities.





Puget Sound Salmon Recovery Plan





Stormwater management by local govts.
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