DRAFT FOR DISCUSSION PURPOSES ONLY


Federal Legislative Priorities for
Puget Sound Watershed Health and 
Salmon Habitat Recovery
Draft November 6, 2008

Federal Funding Legislation FY 2009


Goal: 

Obtain long-term operations and capital funding for Puget Sound recovery on the scale of the Chesapeake Bay and Great Lakes initiatives including:
· Increased and stable funding for urban stormwater projects, including retrofit projects

· Increased funding for habitat conservation (acquisition) and restoration on public and private lands

Example legislation:

· Pacific Coast Salmon Recovery Fund request of $__ million in Departments of Commerce and Justice, Science, and Related Agencies Appropriations

· Increased funding for monitoring and research

Example legislation:

· Puget Sound Nearshore Ecosystem Restoration, request of $__ million in Energy and Water Development Appropriations, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, General Investigation account

Federal Non-Funding Legislation 2009


Goals (in descending priority order): 

1) Define Puget Sound as a National Waterway 
Example legislation:

· To be determined
2) Modify Army Corps of Engineers policies (for example, flow management, vegetation maintenance standards on levees, etc.) where in conflict with ecosystem health and salmon recovery
Example legislation:

· To be determined
3) Increase the effectiveness of existing statutes, particularly the Endangered Species Act, by consistently enforcing rules and providing guidance and clarification
How Initiatives Fit Together





Watershed Partners


The following partners are working together to promote these legislative priorities:
[list tribes, state agencies, cities, counties, non-governmental groups, private landowners, etc.]

























      


Watershed Plan�Implementation





Puget Sound Partnership








Stormwater management by local govts.





The following draft priorities are based on the results of a workshop in Tukwila involving representatives from WRIAs 5, 7, 8, 9, and 10 on September 18, 2008.  This document may be further revised following release of the Action Agenda on November 6.  Watershed partners working together or individually are welcome to draw from or modify this resource to meet their needs and legislative outreach opportunities.








Puget Sound Salmon Recovery Plan
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