M E M O R A N D U M

August 13, 2008

TO:       WRIA 9 Watershed Forum

FR:       Doug Osterman, WRIA 9 Watershed Coordinator

RE:       Special Forum Meeting—August 20, 2008
The next meeting of the Watershed Forum is Wednesday, August 20, 2008 from 2:30 to 5:00 p.m. at the Tukwila Community Center (map and driving instructions attached).

The meeting is a DECISION MEETING.  A QUORUM is required.  Please contact Linda Grob by August 19th to confirm your attendance.

The primary topic is to review the Management Committee’s recommendations for reducing the 2009 WRIA 9 scope of work to reflect the budget that was adopted at the June 26th meeting.  The agenda, 2009 approved budget, and the June 26th meeting summary are all attached.

The Management Committee met on July 2nd following the budget adoption on June 26th.  Please see the attached matrix that lists and compares the work reductions to current levels.  Also attached is an annotated staff plan and scope of work for 2009 that provide more detail on the proposed reductions.  The Forum is being asked to approve the Management Committee’s recommended 2009 staff plan and scope of work.

A couple of other important items have emerged.  We are able to allocate an additional $400,000 of WRIA 9/King Conservation District funds toward three high priority salmon recovery projects that are being considered for funding by the Salmon Recovery Funding Board.  Please see the attachment titled “Proposed Allocation of Additional $400,000 in KCD Funds” for background information.  Because of timing, I was only able to poll the Management Committee’s position on the proposal.  Five members (of seven) responded with positive support for the proposed allocation of the additional $400,000.  The Forum is being asked to approve the allocation.

Joe Ryan, Salmon Recovery Program Manager of the Puget Sound Partnership (PSP), is coming to talk to the Forum about recent proposals to ask the State legislature for more funding of salmon projects and proposals for allocating any such funding (if successful) to the watersheds.  David Dicks, PSP Executive Director, may be attending the meeting as well.  WRIA 9 is concerned about these proposals because of the very low level of funding allocated to WRIA 9 and the process by which these critically important proposals continue to be addressed by the Salmon Recovery Council.

I look forward to seeing you at the meeting.  Please contact me if you have any questions.

